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Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and 


Intelligence), 


73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


(i ‘* Advantage, Stock, London.” 


TELUGRAMS 1 Cope: A.B.C., 5th Edition. 


DIRECT COMMUNICATION 


‘fhe DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADI (DEveELop- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) ?s a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonia! Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for Uritish Trade, Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Fcreign and Colonial 
Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commerciai Statistics; 
Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers: Sources of Supply, Prices, ete., of 
Trade Products: Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which ‘were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms cf 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918, was 


the Pennington Street premises of the Londen Docks which 


neld in 


TELEPHONES 


{ London Wall, 4713 and 4717. 
\ 


(Private Branch Exchange.) 


WITH TRADERS. 


placed at the disposal of the Board of Trade by the 


Pert of London Authority. It was opened on llth March 
and closed on 22nd March. ‘The Office dealing with Fair 


matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


were 


{In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of faimiliarising themselves with Gernian and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Board of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
menuiacturers at the Department of Overseas 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, 
Tondon, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalojue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. | 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and_ Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 78. 
Basinghali Street, London, E.C. 2. 


Trade 


Basinghall Street, 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in fereign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its reccipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It 1s not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence’, 73, Basinehall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to furnis! 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British 
manufacture. This information, which includes the commer- 


cial and financial status of the firms concerned, their loesl 
und Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms 
vi trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried en, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
torm, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘lorm K’’ system of information a wide criculation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
iverseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
iraders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :-~— 


{. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That 1s, the Department issues the information te—- 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 

(6) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore onlv circulated te those 
firins which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulation to trades which are not interested. 

The svstem is safeguarded by agreements with tke 
‘istributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 


information have to be approval by the Department. At 
present cer 10.000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
whe wish to participate should applv through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (339, 
St James’s Street, London, S.W.1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 
WORKING THE RAILWAYS. 








POWERS TO RESTRICT PASSENGER TRAFFIC. 


Powers have been acquired by the Board of Trade 
to restrict passenger traffic by means of a system of 
travel permits, and by limiting the issue of season 
tickets, return tickets, and through bookings. The 
Defence of the Realm Regulation 7 B. has accordingly 
been amended by adding those clauses which are 
printed below in italics. 

Under the Regulation as amended (Clause “ f ’’) it 
will be possible—should the necessity arise—for the 
Board of Trade, through the Railway Executive Com- 
mittee, to set up a system of travel permits, which 
will give priority to those passengers who are per- 
forming necessary journeys. 

Clauses ‘‘g’’ and “‘ h ’’ permit the issue of season 
tickets to be limited, and remove any statutory or 
other obligations upon their issue. At present only 
the South-Eastern and Chatham Railway are under 
statutory obligations, but it has not been possible for 
other companies to discriminate in the issue of seasons 
without raising the legal question of ‘‘ undue prefer- 
ence.’’ ‘This doctrine of ‘‘ undue preference’’ has 
applied to passenger traffic as well as to the carriage 
of goods. If at the same station one passenger had 
been granted a season ticket and another refused, the 
Company would have been ‘* unduly preferring ”’ the 
one to the other. 

Powers to abolish through bookings in certain cases 
and to restrict the issue of return tickets (Clause ‘‘j’’), 
have been taken in order that the passenger traffic 
accepted may not exceed the capacity of the trains run. 
Railway Companies can never know how many 
tickets to issue for a particular train if holders of 
through and return tickets are able to present them- 
selves at any moment for seats. 

Clause ‘‘k’’ has been inserted for the following 
reason:—A large amount of traffic is being tendered 
to the Railways which formerly was sent coastwise. 
Shipping freights are higher than railway rates, and 
there is a severe shortage of ships. Railways have not 
been able to refuse traffic which has been tendered to 
them. It is felt that the congestion resulting from 
the system hitherto in force must be relieved by 
diverting some of the traffic to the canals, or to such 
ships as may be available. 


TEXT OF THE REGULATION AS AMENDED. 


[Nete.—The Amendments are printed in Italics.] 

7B.—(1) The Board of Trade may, for the purpose of 
making the most efficient use of railway plant or labour, with 
a view to the successful prosecution of the war, make orders 
for aii or any of the following purposes, namely :— 

(a) for enabling the Board of Trade to take possession 
of any private owner’s wagons and to use those 
wagons in such manner as they think best in the 
interests of the country as a whole, on such 
conditions as to payment, use, and otherwise as 
may be provided by the order: 

(b) for enforcing the prompt loading or unloading of 
wagons, by making failure to load or unload in 
accordance with the order an offence and for 
enabling wagons which are not promptly unloaded 
by the consignee to be unloaded, and their con- 
tents to be dealt with, at the risk and expense 
of the consignee in manner provided by the order: 

(c) for curtailing any statutory requirements as to the 
running of trains or affording other facilities on 
certain lines or at certain stations, or for requir- 
ing the disuse of any such line or station, in cases 
where the curtailment or disuse appears to the 
Board of Trade to be justified by the necessity cf 
the case: 

(d) for restricting or prohibiting certain classes of traffic 
(including the carriage of passengers’ luggage) 
on railways either absolutely or subject to any 
conditions for which provision is made by the 
order: 

(e) for modifying any statutory requirements with 
respect to the maximum amount of passenger 
fares. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





({} for prescribing the conditions on which tickets ma 
be issued and passengers carried either generally 
or in specified localities, or for journeys exceeding 
specified distances, and for enubling privrity to 
be given on railways to any passengers or classes 
of passengers, and for enabling railway com. 
panies to refuse to carry passengers, and to 
refuse access to stations or trains in order tg 
give priority to other passengers, and to remove 
passengers obtaining such access without 
authority. 

(g) for removing any statutory or other obligation to 
essue season tickets and for limiting the number 
of such tickets that may be issued by prescribing 
the persons to whom or the conditions on which 
such tickets may be issued or renewed, subject to 
such exceptions as may be provided for in the 
order. 

(h) for the calling-in und cancellation of season tickets 
of any description. 

(j) for restricting or prohibiting through booking facili- 
ties, and the issue of return tickets 

(k) for enabling railway companies to refuse to accept 
goods for carriaye by rail, where other means of 
transport exist, subject to such conditions as may 
be prescribed by the order. 

(2) If any person acts in contravention of or fails to 
comply with «ny of the previsions of an order so made, he 
shall be guilty of a summary offence against these regula- 
tions. 

(3) Any order may be made so as to apply generally to all 
railways or to any class of railways or to any special railway. 
or part of a railway or to any particular locality. 

(4) Any order of the Board of Trade under this regulation 
may be revoked, extended, or varied, as occasion requires. 





THE NEW TIMBER ORDER. 





The Board of Trade direct the attention of all persons 
in this country concerned with dealing in timber of 
any kind outside the United Kingdom to the terms 
of the ‘limber Order, 1918, published in the “ London 
Gazette ’’ for 26th April and printed below. Under 
this Order, a permit is necessary from the Controller 
of Timber Supplies, Board of Trade, Caxton House, 
Tothill Street, Westminster, London, S.W. 1, before 
entering into any transaction relating to timber grown 
outside the United Kingdom and not actually in stock 
in the United Kingdom. A permit is also necessary 
before receiving or arranging for the transport of any 
such timber not in stock in the United Kingdom. 
Holders of licences to import are not excepted and 
must apply to the Controller of Timber Supplies before 
arranging for the charter of tonnage or taking delivery 
of timber purchased abroad. The present Order will, 
it is expected, be followed before long by another, 
regulating not only dealing in timber, but also its 
use in this country, whether grown outside or inside 
the United Kingdom. Virtually the entire importation 
of timber will be effected on account of the Govern- 
ment, this arrangement following upon prolonged 
negotiations between the Controller of Timber Supplies 
and representatives of the Timber trade. 

The Timber Order, 1918, is not designed to interfere 
with the normal business of firms established in the 
Dominions or Colonies as Timber producers, but 1s 
intended to prevent speculative transactions in timber 
in the countries of origin by or on behalf of persons in 
the United Kingdom. 


TEXT OF THE ORDER. 


The Timber Order, 1918, dated the 25th day of Aprit, 
1918, made by the Board of Trade pursuant to Regulations 
2 K. and 2 JJ. of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of their powers under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations as respects timber, hereby order as follows :— 

1. Until further notice no person shall in the United 
Kingdom buy, sell, or receive, or enter into any 
transaction or negotiation in relation to the sale. 
purchase, or transport, of any Timber grown out- 
side the United Kingdom which is not #ctually in 
stock in the United Kingdom at the date of this 
Order, except under and in accordance with the 
terms of a Permit granted by or on behalf of the 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





Controller of Timber Supplies subsequent to the 
date of this Order. 

2. Infringements of this Order are offences against 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

3. This Order may be cited as the Timber Order, 1918. 





CANVEY DEEP-WATER WHARF AND 
RAILWAY BILL. 





REPORT BY THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

The following Report (dated 15th April) by the 
Board of Trade on the above Bill has been issued as 
4 Parliamentary Paper:— 

It is proposed by this Bill to incorporate a Company for 
the construction of a deep-water wharf at Canvey Island, 
within the Port of London, and of a railway and other 
works in connection therewith. 

The Board of Trade do not desire to offer any observa- 
tions upon the feasibility or otherwise of the proposed 
scheme, but they wish to point out that by the Port of 
London Act, 1908, a single authority was established for 
the purpose of administering, preserving, and improving 
the Port of London, and was so constituted as to secure 
adequate representation of the trading and shipping in- 
terests of the Port. 

By section 2 of the Act the Port Authority are charged 
with the duty of taking into consideration the state of the 
river, and the accommodation and facilities afforded in the 
Port of London, and of taking such steps as they may con- 
sider necessary for the improvement thereof. 

The undertakings of the then existing dock companies 
were transferred to the Port Authority, and the Authority 
were further empowered, subject to the provisions of the 
Act, to acquire and carry on any undertaking affording or 
intended to afford accommodation or facilities for the load- 
ing, unloading, or warehousing of goods in the Port of 
London, and to construct, equip, maintain, or manage any 
docks, quays, wharves, jetties, locks, or piers, and buildings, 
railways, and other works in connection therewith. 

The Board of Trade have no reason to believe that the 
Port of London Authority have failed or neglected to carry 
out their statutory obligations, nor does it appear to them 
that the scheme presents any engineering or Commercial 
advantages which would outweigh the desirability of main- 
taining the principle of a single representative authority 
for the whole Port, and in these circumstances the Board 
submit that it is a matter for consideration whether it 1s 
desirable in the general interests of the Port, or consistent 
with the policy of Parliament, as expressed by the Port 
of London Act, 1908, that another statutory body should 
be formed for the purpose of constructing and carrying on 
an undertaking of the nature proposed by the Bill. 





THE HORSES ORDER, 1918. 





EXPLANATION OF ITS SCOPE. 

From enquiries that are being received by the Board 
of Trade in reference to this Order (which was pub- 
lished in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ on 21st March), some doubt 
appears to exist in the mind of the public as to its 
exact scope. 

The Controller of Horse Transport desires to state 
that the Dealers’ Licences that are being issued by 
the Board of Trade are required only in the case of 
the purchase of farm horses which need a licence for 
sale under the Sale of Horses Order, 1917. No licence 
is required for dealing in horses that do not need 
permits for sale. A dealer who is licensed by the 
Board of Trade can purchase farm horses to which a 
sale permit containing the name of the Controller of 
Horse Transport is attached, but he can only sell such 
horses to persons holding a certificate to buy issued by 
the Controller of Horse Transport or to another licensed 
dealer. Traders and others requiring horses for essen- 
tial work must apply in each instance, if farm horses 
are proposed to be purchased, to the Controller of 
Horse Transport for a certificate for the purpose, giving 
the reason why it is necessary to replenish the stud. 
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Special Article. 





FUTURE OF TRADE WITH GREECE. 





The Secretary of the Branch in Greece of the British 
Chamber of Commerce of Turkey and the Balkan 
States has furnished the following Memorandum on 
the future of trade with Greece for the information 
of British manufacturers and merchants. The writer 
has had twenty years’ experience in business in the 
Kast, and his suggestions for the development of 
British trade with that country are worthy of serious 
consideration. 

BRiTIsu 


AND GERMAN METHODS. 


Before considering the future, it may be well te 
glance at the past system of doing business in Greece 
by British firms, as compared with German methods. 
In the past reports were repeatedly made on German 
business methods in Greece as compared with British 
methods. It was not advocated that United Kingdom 
firms should allow the same length of credit as did 
German firms, but various middle courses were pointed 
out by which United Kingdom firms could compete 
more successfully with the Germans, and could offer 
terms which the Greeks would accept owing to their 
far greater appreciation of British manufactures. 
While these views obtained the approval of public 
bodies and trade journals, the individual manufacturer 
in the United Kingdom generally preferred not to 
depart from his own way of doing business. Many 
progressive firms, it is true, accepted the suggestions, 
but they were for the most part newly established 
businesses. The manufacturers, whose names are @ 
household word, and whose reputations are firmly 
established all over the world, would not depart from 
their fixed rules in order to supply so small a market 
as they considered Greece to be. 

Among the advantages offered to Greek merchants 
py Germans and Austrians were the following :—Long 
credits, quick deliveries, cheapness, large discounts, 
prices quoted c¢.i.f. the Piraeus, quotations in the 
metric system, catalogues in French, frequent visits 
by commercial travellers with samples, anxiety to suit 
the requirements of the market, compliance with 
instructions as to Customs requirements, matching 
samples, attention to small orders as well as_ to 
important ones, and partial or total payment for 
advertising their goods in the Greek newspapers. 

A few British firms comply with some of the above 
requirements. With the Germans, it is the general 
rule to do so. 

The German system of business before the war being 
known, it is not to be supposed that they will abate 
one jot of the facilities they have hitherto offered when 
they begin to reconstruct their foreign commerce. They 
may vary their rules, but only in so far as will enable 
them to compete still more strongly with their trade 
rivals, for it is certain that they will not be excluded 
from all foreign European markets after the war. In 
countries like Greece, Serbia, and Roumania the 
Germans will continue to do business. Then, again, 
there are certain articles in which the Germans and 
Austrians excel, partly on account of their skill, and 
partly because they happen to have the necessary raw 
materials at hand. Many instances might be quoted 
in whieh a preference is given to German goods on 
the score of quality alone, leaving cheapness out of the 
question. Being assured, therefore, that British firms 
will have to continue to compete with the Germans 
after thé war, it may be as well to look into the 
thirteen desiderata set forth above. 


CHEAPNESS. 


Whether the British manufacturer will consent to 
make a cheap grade of article to compete with his rivals 
is a question; but it should be understood that the 
cheap article is essential for Greece. It is a poor 
country, where salaries and wages are low. Among the 
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poorer classes the housewife cannot afford to buy a 
good article at a higher price. She buys what her 
purse can afford, knowing that a cheap article will 
last until she can spare the money to get a new one. 
She does not look for a good article at the price she 
pays. A further reason for cheapness in certain 
German goods will be found below, under the heading 
of Compliance with Customs Requirements. 


LONG CREDITS. 


British manufacturers are not advised to give such 
long credits as the Germans. Of course, the length of 
credit depends entirely upon the class of merchandise 
in question Although in the cloth trade, for instance, 
the Germans give trom eight to ten months, 90 days 
would be a fair condition for British makers to fix. 
There are some classes of goods for which the Germans 
give no credit at all, but these are principally in articles 
sent by parcels’ post, and in goods of a perishable 
nature. As a rule, 90 days should not be exceeded in 
any line, but, owing to frequent delays in delivery by 
British firms, the drafts should not be made acceptable 
until the arrival of the Bills of Lading in Greece. 

There are two chief reasons for the demand for long 
eredits. The first is that merchants do not work with 
a large capital as a rule, and they require time to 
dispose of some of their stock before being called upon 
to pay for it. This, after all, is the essence of the 
meaning of credit. The second reason is that Customs 
duty on most manufactured articles is very high in 
Greece. It is the chief source of revenue of that 
country. Therefore, as the trader has to put down 
a large sum in duty to free his goods from the Customs, 
he requires some time in which to pay for them. In 
stating 90 days as the maximum credit that should 
be given, reference is made broadly to articles of which 
‘a large stock has to be kept. In other lines credits 
may vary between 60 days, and cash against Bills of 
Lading presented by a bank in Athens 


DISCOUNTS. 


The very first thing a Greek asks as soon as he opens 
a catalogue, and before even examining the prices, is: 
‘‘ What are the discounts?’’ This is a peculiarity of 
the race. A high discount will catch his eye much 
more quickly than a low price. The Germans know 
this, and have price-lists printed with a higher original 
price and a correspondingly bigger discount; 25 per 
cent., and 10 per cent., and 23 per cent. have a 
fascinating look to a Greek, and he seems to imagine 
he can make 87} per cent. out of them. The discount 
greatly helps business, for the merchant is interested 
at once and studies the catalogue with a favourable eye. 


Quick DELIVERIES. 


This is where the Germans excel, and where British 
manufacturers are too frequently very remiss. The 
Germans appear to have everything ready in stock, and 
ship as soon as they receive an order. The British 
shipper often keeps an importer waiting for months on 
end before shipping. The result is that a German 
traveller may call in the meantime with a promise of 
immediate delivery (which promise he keeps), and 
the British order is, not unjustifiably, cancelled by 
the importer. 

It is true that the Germans had better and more 
recular communication by sea than the British had. 
They had several regular lines to Greece. There were 
British services from Liverpool and London and also 
occasional ships from Hull, but the most reliable 
eommunication from London was via the Messageries 
Maritimes to Marseilles, where goods were transhipped 
to their Black Sea line for Greece. Goods by this 
route were constantly being left behind at Marseilles 
or carried on to Constantinople, causing endless 
trcuble. An improvement in the services from the 
United Kingdom to Greece is greatly to be desired. 
This would mako for much quicker deliveries, though 
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the dilatoriness of certain British manufacturers would 
still have to be remedied. 


C.I.F. Quorations. 


The Greek importer always wants quotations c.i.f, 
because he has no means of calculating freights, ete. 
and he desires to know what the goods are going to 
cost him on arrival. He knows the Customs charges, 
and can add these on for himself. British firms fre. 
quently quote free on rail, but this is useless to a 
Greek, or, indeed, to any foreigner; for though he 
might ascertain the probable freight, he can have no 
means of knowing what the railway charges to the 
port of shipment may be. This does not seem to occur 
to the minds of some manufacturers. It is only a 
question of a little trouble to the exporter to fix a 
through rate. 

While on this subject mention may be made of the 
further disadvantage of stating on lists, “‘ packing 
extra,’’ or “‘ Cases charged at cost.’’ This at once 
excites the suspicion of the Greek, who does not know 
what extra charge he may not find at the foot of his 
invoice. Instances have been. known of “ packing ”’ 
being charged for by a Sheffield manufacturer for 
bundles of shovels strung together on a bit of wire. 
Briefly, quotations should invariably be packing free 
and c.i.f. the Piraeus or other Greek port. 


(JUOTATIONS IN Metric System. 


This is invariably done by Germans. Even the 
smallest Greek trader understands the metric system; 
while inches, pounds, gallons, etc., mean nothing to 
him. 


CATALOGUES IN FRENCH. 


Here, again, every trader in Greece knows enough 
French to read a catalogue in his own line, while few 
know enough English. It goes without saying that 
these catalogues should also be made out in the metric 
system. The use of the metric system and the French 
language, and especially the latter, are not essential, 
but they are a great help to trade. 


VISITS BY COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS. 


Many of the largest British firms send out travellers 
to the East who pass through Greece, but this should 
be a more general rule. he Germans are exceedingly 
active in this respect. It is sufficient for the traveller 
to know French, and even if he does not, there are 
plenty of interpreters who know English whom he 
could engage. 


SUITING THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MARKET. 


This is where the Germans greatly surpassed the 
British. They study the market of the country 
and produce the article required. ‘Their travellers 
are very keen on finding an article in their own par- 
ticular line which their firm does not manufacture. 
This they send home and their people soon 
supply an article which is, at any rate, a very good 
imitation of the genuine one. In every other way 
they endeavour to suit their customers. 


MATCHING SAMPLES. 


This is covered by the above, but is especially done 
in the cloth trade, where English patterns are copied. 
Also in the lace trade. The writer has seen two exactly 
similar patterns of lace, one from Nottingham and 
the other from Chemnitz, and although the former was 
decidedly the better article to a connoisseur, the other 
was a very colourable imitation, and the difference 
in price was startling. 


CoMPLIANCE WITH CUSTOMS REQUIREMENTS. 


This is another important point. The Greek Customs | 


tariff is very complicated and the classifications are 
finely drawn. For instance, a cloth containing 51 per 


cent. of wool is c.assed with “ all wool,’’ and pays 
If it contains only 49 per | 
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duty at the higher rate. 
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wnt. of wool it is classed as ‘‘ wool-cotton’’ and pays 
ij a much lower rate. Consequently, it pays a merchant 
letter, if he has to meet the higher duty, to purchase 
; genuinely all wool cloth. But he wants the cheaper 
juality also, so he asks for the maximum amount of 
ool (49 per cent.) in his inferior cloth to bring it just 
vithin the lower scale of duty. The greatest demand 
3 for a cloth containing as nearly as possible 49 per 
ent. of wool, but no more. There are many other 
nstances of a similar nature which are understood 
und acted up to by the German manufacturer. 


ATTENTION TO SMALL ORDERS. 


The Germans please their customers in the matter 
»§ small orders. The writer has known of a merchant 
vho wanted a variety rather than a large stock of 
iny particular article, to receive by parcels’ post as 
ittle as one metre of each of several silk materials 
#~ ditterent patterns to make into neckties. 


ADVERTISING. 


Apart from posters and attractive show-cards, many 
German firms bear the whole or the greater part of the 
expense of advertising their manufactures in the Greek 
newspapers and on the hoardings. They do it because 
it pays them. Many british firms who desire to 
launch their goods on an entirely new market, expect 
their agents to pay for their advertising out of their 
problematical future commissions, ‘This is by no 
means the duty of an agent. If the manufacturer has 
sutticient faith in the selling qualities of his own goods, 
he should be willing to advertise them. It is not a 
question, aS so Many manufacturers seem to think, 
of ‘* Let us try the Greek market,” but it is a question 
of studying the market first of all, and then of setting 
about to capture it in a thorough manner. As many 
really attractive show-cards and posters should be 
sent out as an agent requires. A nicely got up illus- 
trated advertisement goes a very long way in Greece 
towards selling goods. Advertisements should never 
be sent out in frames, as there is a heavy duty on 
frames of all kinds, especially on gilt ones. Again, 
Whenever possible, advertising matter should be 
packed with the merchandise to which it relates, in 
which case no duty is payable. If sent separately, 
duty is charged on coloured posters and show-cards as 
“ Chromo-lithographs.’’ 








Tune Parcet Post. 


Owing to the decline in shipping all over the world, 
business in imported goods is practically at a stand- 
still in Greece at the present time. So long as the 
parcel post was available, such goods as could be 
brought from the United Kingdom by that means were 
imported, in spite of the necessarily higher cost of 
carriage, delays in transit, and the disadvantage to 
the importer of being obliged to send cash with order. 

Parcels from France and Italy take much less time 
to arrive at their destination, and the risks of loss 
are much less, especially from Italy, owing to that 
country’s proximity to Greece. The result is that what 
trade is at present being done by foreign countries with 
Greece is confined to France, Italy, and Spain. In 
Greece, Spain has obtained an entirely new market 
during the course of the war. 

A much more satisfactory parcel post business could 
be done with the United Kingdom if arrangements 
could be made with one or more of the Banks at 
Athens for the receipt of parcels. The British 
Chamber of Commerce at Athens formerly undertook 
to do this. 

In conclusion, it may be said that even if all the 
‘equirements enumerated above cannot be complied 
vith, at any rate an effort should be made to fall in 
vith as many of them as possible, if British trade in 
the markets of the Near East is to be increased and 
maintained. 





AARP ATR RE RA 

















BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 531 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, ete., published in the “Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 

INTERIM REPORT OF GAS TRACTION 
COMMITTEE. 

The Inter-Departmental Committee on Gas Traction, 
which was appointed by Mr. Walter Long at the end 
of November last, have issued a unanimous interim 
Report favourable to the further use of gas for traction 
purposes. ‘The constitution of the Committee ig as 
follows:—Chairman, Sir Boverton Redwood, Bart. 
(Petroleum Executive); Major A. Cooper-Key, C.B. 
(Home Office); Sir Evan D. Jones, Bart. (Board of 
Trade); Mr. H. H. Law, M.Inst.C.E. (Local Govern. 
ment Board); Sir Arthur Churchman, Bart., and Mr. 
W. Doig Gibb, M.Inst.C.E. (Ministry of Munitions for 
War); Dr. Charles Carpenter, M.Inst.C.E. (Ministry ot 
Reconstruction); Mr. E. 8. Shrapneil-Smith (Petroleum 
Executive); Mr. W. Worby Beaumont, M.Inst.C.E. 
(Metropolitan Police); Mr. J. Ollis (London County 
Council); Lieut.-Colonel R. K. Bagnall-Wild, R.E. 
(Institution of Automobile Engineers); Mr. F. W. Good- 
enough (British Commercial Gas Association); Alder- 
man William Kay (Manchester Corporation); and Mr. 
George W. Watson, M.I.Mech.E. (Commercial Motor 
Users’ Association). 

The Report of the Committee shows that fifteen meetings 
have so far been held, and twenty-two representative wit- 
nesses examined, Special mention is made of .the facts that 
the Minister of National Service and the Controller of 
Priority nominated representatives to sit with the Com- 
mittee, and that the Controller of Coal Mines gave evidence 
in person, It is also pointed out that the Fire Offices Com- 
mittee and the Accident Offices Association coinmunicated 
favourable testimony, as the result of absence of accidents 
due to the employment of gas traction, 

The conclusions and recommendations of the Committee 
include the following :— 

Safety and Simplicity.—-We are satisfied that ordinary 
town-gas can be effectively, safely, and promptly substi- 
tuted for motor spirit, as a fuel for use in internal-combus- 
tion engines of the types which are commonly fitted to 
motor vehicles, without reduction of the compression 
space in the cylinders of such engines. 

Economy.—Ilt is reasonable, from a commercial point of 
view, to adopt a mean consumption of 250 cubic feet of 
ordinary town-gas (with, say, a gross calorific value of 
490-500 British Thermal Units per cubic foot) as the equiva- 
lent of one gallon of motor spirit, and on this consumption- 
ratio gas at 4s. per 1,000 cubic feet shows the same fuel 
cost as motor-spirit at ls. per gallon, apart from interest 
on cost of installation and the maintenance of flexible con- 
tainers and filling arrangements 

Supply.—It is desirable that owners of gas-undertakings 
should themselves be supphers of gas for traction purposes, 
and that they should also allow re-sale through the inter- 
mediary of motor depots and like establishments. There 
should be no restrictions, except in so far as shortage of 
coal or other war conditions may render imposition of con- 
trol or priority necessary, upon the drawing of supplies of 
gas for traction purposes thnough suitable meters at con- 
sumers’ premises or private filling-stations. 

Standard Connection.—The gas inlet to the container on 
any vehicle in general use should be of iron gas-pipe, of 
21-inch bore, screwed externally with the British Standard 
pipe-thread to take a union for that size of pipe, and 
such union should be fitted permanently to the end of the 
tHexible tube or other connecting-pipe through which the 
gas is passed from the source of supply. 

Price of Gas.—The price of gas for traction purposes 
should not exceed the ruling price per 1,000 cubic feet in 
any area of supply, subject to the district rates of discount 
(if any) according to quantity, if the supply is taken at 
the consumer’s premises or private filling-station on any 
agreed system of measurement. There.should be a charge 
of not more than 2d. per 100 cubie feet over.and above the 
ruling domestic rate for the area, in respect of any supplies 
for traction purposes which are drawn at any filling-station 
or depot other than at the consumer’s premises or private 
filling-station, in order to cover labour and ‘service, with 
a minimum of 6d. per filling. ve 
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l’recautions.—A flexible container should be mounted on 
and attached to any motor vehicle in such a manner that 
on partial or total deflation during use the collapsing por- 
tion shall at all times fall within the base of a retaining 
tray, a box-sided structure, or covered scantlings, of a 
minimum height of 18 inches, and due provision should be 
made to prevent ‘‘ chafing’’ of the fabric. ‘The over-all 
height of any container and the vehicle carrying it should 
at no time exceed 17 feet from the ground. 

There should be top-ventilation to the outside atmosphere 
in any building which is used, either permanently or tem- 
porarily, for the purpose of housing or otherwise accommo- 
dating any vehicle which is equipped with a flexible con- 
tainer with gas inside it. Any flexible container should be 
completely deflated if the vehicle to which it is attached 
has stood idle for more than two weeks. 

It is recommended that, in the event of a priority of gas- 
supply being established, any differentiation in respect of 
the quantities of gas sold for traction purposes should be 
on the basis of the priority which attaches to the purposes 
for which the transport in question is required, and that, 
having regard to the satisfactory insurance testimony, gas 
equipped motor vehicles should be admitted to dock pre- 
mises and wharves without the imposition of any special 
restrictions. Recommendations are also made in favour 
of commercial-scale experiments during the war period with 
gas under pressure up to at least 1,000 lb. on the square 
inch, subject to the general direction and control of 
the Committee. 

An Appendix gives in detail a specification for an 
approved class of tabric for ‘* gas-bags.’’ The necessity 
for this is doubtless found in the Committee’s statement 
that inferior fabrics become so porous after one month 
of use as to allow leakage of gas to an extent equal 
to the consumption by the engine. 

All communications concerning the work of the Gas 
Traction Committee should be addressed to Mr. E. 8. 
Shrapnell-Smith, Chief Economy Officer, H.M. Petro- 
leum Executive, 12, Berkeley Street, London, W. 1, 
who will continue to act as Secretary to the Committec. 





NEW COPROLITE WORKS. 

The Financial Secretary to the Ministry ot 
Munitions recently stated in the House of Commons 
that the initial expenditure by his Department on the 
new coprolite works—on plant, wages, buildings, and 
railways—was £31,279. The value of coprolites pro- 
duced to date, he said, was negligible, but deliveries 
were anticipated to commence at the end of April at 
a rate which would, it was hoped, shortly rise to 
1,200 tons per week, and that a total production of 
some 80,000 tons, of a value of, approximately, 
£280,000, would be secured. 





CEREAL CROPS IN SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE. 

The yield of Cereals for 1918 in the Southern 
Hemisphere is estimated as follows by the International 
institute of Agriculture at Rome :— 

WHEAT. 

Argentina, 117,122,000 cwt., or 211°3 per cent. above 
1917, and 35°8 per cent. above average of 1912-16. 

New Zealand, 3,362,000 cwt., or 24°6 per cent. above 
i917, and 9.2 per cent. below the average of 1912-16. 

The total yield of wheat in Argentina, Uruguay, the 
Union of South Africa, Australia and New Zealand 
is estimated at 197,776,000 cwt., or 55°4 per cent. 
above the 1917 production, and 34°3 per cent. above 
the average for the years 1912-16. 

Oats. 

Argentina, 22,637,000 cwt., or 129°3 per cent. above 
1917, and 23°5 per cent. above average of 1912-16. 

New Zealand, 1,870,000 ewt., or 1°9 per cent. below 
1917, and 60 per cent. below average of 1912-16. 

The total production of oats in Argentina and New 
Zealand is estimated at 24,507,000 ewt., or 123°1 per 
cent. above that of 1917, and 6°5 per cent. above the 
average production of the years 1912-16. 

The condition of crops on Ist April, 1918, is reported 
as being good in France and the United States, and 
average in Spain, Italy, Switzerland and Morocco. 
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BUSINESS VALUE OF MODERN STUDIES, 


The Report, just published, of the Committee 
appointed by the Prime Minister to enquire into the 
Position of Modern Languages in the Educational] 
System of Great Britain, devotes considerable space to 
the value in business of a knowledge of modern lan- 
guages. The Committee say that a very decided 
majority of those who replied to the Committee’s 
enquiries, both Chambers of Commerce and 
individuals, acknowledged that business had _ been 
actually hampered by British ignorance of foreign 
languages. Those heads of firms who themselves 
knew one or more foreign languages were 
upanimous in declaring that their knowledge had 
been eminently valuable to themselves. Some few 
(ten firms and one Chamber) declared that English wag 
the leading language of commerce—which is not 
denied—and urged that our policy should be to make 
if universal. This proposition, the Committee say, 
assumes the acquiescence of our enemies and also of 
our friends; and that, even if practicable, it has obvious 
dangers. The Committee were told that the distri- 
buting trade of South America had largely passed from 
United Kingdom to German firms, even where British 
soods were conceraed, the reason being that the 
(zermans took the pains to learn Spanish. A number 
of firms agreed that trade had been lost by the lack of 
trade catalogues, specifications, ete., prepared in 
foreign languages. 

In their conclusions, the Committee state that, apart 
from English, the most important Kuropean language 
for us is French, and that next in importance among 
the tongues of Europe are, in elphabetical order, 
German, Italian, Russian, and Spanish. Values will 
be altered after the war, but the eonstitution of this 
group is hardly likely to be changed. 

Among the numerous recommendations of the Com- 
mittee are the following :— 

That the business community in every considerable centre 
of foreign trade or of manufacture for foreign markets 
should take steps, in conjunction with the education autho- 
rities, to further the formation of institutes of languages, 
both for full-time and for part-time study. 

That business men should individually and collectively 
encourage the study of foreign languages by those members 
of their staff who, possessing good business ability, have 
shown capacity for such study, by arranging for their full- 
time attendance at an institute of languages either at home 
or abroad. 

That industrial and commercial] organisations dealing 
with foreign countries should make a fuller and more 
adequate use of the supply of women of trained intelligence 
now proceeding from our Universities and the upper forms 
of Secondary Schools with an adequate knowledge of foreign 
languages. 

That commercial houses and industrial firms should bring 
to the knowledge of the school authorities the opportunities 
which present themselves from time to time for tliose who 
have special aptitude for foreign languages. 

That means be taken to bring the business world into 
closer touch with education. 


VALUE OF AN ARTIFICIAL LANGUAGE. 

Dealing with artificial languages, the Comunittee 
state that while, of course, no artificial language can 
have the individuality, the associations and the inherent 
charm of a natural language, it is unlikely that any 
such language can ever have much literary value. But 
these things are not needed for commerce or for 
science, for which certainly precision and elaboration 
are the principal requirements. It is therefore recom- 
mended that a Committee be appointed to enquire 
into the potentialities of artificial languages, and the 
desirability of encouraging the development and use ol 
one of them. 





THE PETROLEUM EXECUTIVE. 
The Petroleum Executive have removed from 38, 
Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C. 2, to 12, 
Berkeley Street, London, W. 1. 
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TIN ORDER. 

An Order of the Minister of Munitions dated 
26th April provides that no person may, except under 
licence, trade or deal in tin situate in the United 
Kingdom; or in tin situate outside the United 
Kingdom (except to carry out a written contract for 
tin existing prior to the Order); nor may tin be used 
without a licence in manufacture, except for an order 
that comes within Class ‘‘A’”’ in the Order as to 
priority of 8th March, 1917. Certain monthly returns, 
beginning this month, relating to stocks, sales, deli- 
veries and orders are to be made, except by persons 
whose total stock in hand or on order has not exceeded 
5 ewt. during the preceding month. 

‘Tin ’ means tin of all qualities and includes sheet 
and rolled tin, tinfoil, scrap tin, tin ores and concen- 


trates, and tin residues. 


Applications for licences should be made to the 
Director of Tin Supplies, Metal Exchange Buildings, 
Whittington Avenue, London, E.C. 3, and marked 
‘Tin Licence.’’ The amount, and quality required 
per month, and the use to which the tin will be put, 
must be stated. 

The text of the Order is published in the Govern- 
ment Notices Section. 





NEW FERTILISER PRICES ORDER. 

The Minister of Munitions has made a Fertiliser 
Prices Order, 1918, dated 30th April, and taking effect 
as from Ist May, relating to Superphosphate, Sulphate 
of Ammonia and Ground Basic Slag. The Order 
supersedes previous orders relating to superphosphates 
of 20th August, 1917, 17th November, 1917, and 
28th March, 1918, as regards sales after lst May, for 
delivery after 3lst May, and regulates trade, fixes 
maximum prices, and equalises the cost of distribution 
of the Fertilisers by rail or water throughout the 
United Kingdom. 

The Order operates independently of the Fertilisers 
and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1896. The provisions of the 
Order as regards maximum prices chargeable do not 
apply to fertilisers sold for export (other than to 
Channel Isles or Isle of Man), sales of less than 14 lb., 
sales for delivery prior to lst June, or sales of sulphate 
of ammonia for use in the manufacture of munitions 
ov for industrial purposes. 

Licences are required for the sale of fertilisers and 
fer their despatch under certain conditions. Makers, 
dealers and users must render such returns as are 
required. 

‘* Superphosphate '’ means superphosphate of lime, 
manufactured from mineral phosphates, but does not 
include basic superphosphate, bone superphosphate, 
dissolved bones, bone meal, bone compound, Guano, 
or compound manures, and sulphate of ammonia used 
for manufacture of compound fertilisers is deemed 
used for fertilising and not industrial purposes. 

The scheme for equalising costs of distribution is 
contained in the fifth schedule to the Order, which 
provides for the opening by every maker or producer 
of the fertilisers of an account with the Government, 
wherein the Government is to be debited with the 
costs of carriage by rail or water incurred by the 
maker, and credited with a fixed sum of 12s. 6d. per 
ton (allowed for in the maximum prices fixed by the 
Order and meant to cover the estimated average cost 
of distribution), the difference being borne by the 
Government. 

Applications for licences relating to sales and con- 
signments of superphosphates, ground basic slag and 
sulphate of ammonia to be used as fertilisers and com- 
munications relating to the scheme for equalising costs 
of distribution should be addressed to the Food Pro- 
duction Department, Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 

All other applications in reference to the Order and 
for licences for sale of sulphate of ammonia to be used 
in manufacture of munitions of war or for industrial 
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purposes should be addressed to the Director of Acid 
Supplies, Ministry of Munitions, Explosives Supply 
Department, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1. 
The text of the Order, which is of considerable length, 
will be printed in the ‘* Journal’’ next weet: 





USE OF GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 

The attention of the Board of Trade has been called 
to the action being taken by some householders to give 
up gas and electric fires and cookers owing to the 
restrictions imposed by the Lighting, Heat and 
Power, Order, 1918, and they think it desirable to 
warn consumers that an Order will shortly be issued 
restricting household supplies of coal, and that under 
this Order regard will be had to gas and electricity 
consumption in fixing the allowance of coal. 





HARDWARE RATION SCHEME. 


The following notice has been issued by the Depart- 
ment of Import Restrictions :— 

A maximum rate of profit of 334 per cent. above total 
cost incurred by the importer has been fixed in Com- 
mittee for the following articles :— 

Forks, garden and agricultural, with handles. 
Hoes, garden and agricultural, with handles. 
Lanterns, tubular, for farm use. 
Lanterns, hurricane. 
Rakes, garden and agricultural, with handles. 
Scythes and sickles. 
Shears (as tools), not including tailor’s shears. 
Tools, agricultural. 
A price based upon the above rate of profit is charge- 
able by the importer at his premises. 





THROUGH RATES (GREAT BRITAIN AND 


IRELAND). 
An Order, dated 26th April, has been made by the 
Board of Trade increasing the charges for carrying 
merchandise between Great Britain and Ireland. The 
present charges may be increased by amounts not 
exceeding those specified in a Schedule as follows:— 
On goods and minerals 7s. 6d. per ton; on horses, 
mules, and other beasts of burden 7s. 6d. per head. 
The increased charges authorised by this Order are 
ia addition to those authorised by the Through Rates 
(Great Britain and Ireland) Order, 1917, and are allo- 
cated to the sea portion of the journey. ‘The Order, 
which comes into force on 6th May, may be cited as 
the Through Rates (Great Britain and Ireland) Order, 
1918. 


i. 





DEPARTMENTS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


Upon the back cover of this issue appears a list of 
the Permanent Departments, Temporary Departments, 
and Executive Authorities connected with the Board 
of Trade with the names and official addresses of the 
principal officers. It is intended to repeat this list 
each week, with such alterations as may be necessary 
from time to time in order to keep it up to date. 





EXPORTS TO RUSSIA PROHIBITED. 


Attention is called to the Order of Council made 
on 25th April whereby exports of goods to Russia are 
prohibited. The text of the operative clause of the 
Order appears in the Government Notices Section. 





It is notified that Mr. J. Proudlove, Rotherham, 
nominated under the 8th Section of the Weights and 
Measures Act, 1904, has passed the examination pro- 
vided for under that Section. 


VO 
—=— 











534 THE BOARD OF 








Commercial and Industrial 
Policy after the War. 


FINAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 


In July, 1916, the Prime Minister of the day 
(Mr. Asquith) appointed a Committee, of which Lord 
Balfour of Burleigh was the Chairman, with the fol- 
lowing terms of reference :— 

To consider the commercial and industrial policy to be 
adopted after the War, with special reference to the con- 
clusions reached at the Economic Conference of the Allies, 
and to the following questions : — 

(a) What industries are essential to the future safety 
of the nation: and what steps should be taken to 
maintain or establish them. 

(b) What steps should be taken to recover home and 
foreign trade lost during the War, and to secure 
new markets. 

(c) To what extent and by what means the resources of 
the Empire should, and can be developed. 

(d) To what extent and by what means the sources of 
supply within the Empire can be prevented from 
faliing under foreign control. 

The original membership of the Committee was as 
follows:—Lord Balfour of Burleigh, K.T. (Chairman), 
Mr. Arthur Balfour, Mr. H. Gosling, Mr. W. A. S. 
Hewins, M.P., Mr. A. H. Illingworth, M.P., Sir 
J. P. Maclay, Bart., Sir A. Mond, Bart., M.P., 
Mr. Arthur Pease, Mr. R. E. Prothero, M.P., Sir 
Frederick H. Smith, Bart. (now Lord Colwyn), and 
Mr. G. J. Wardle, M.P., together with the following 
gentlemen who were presiding over Board of 
Trade Committees on the position of important 
industries after the War:—Sir H. Birchenough, 
K.C.M.G. (Textile Trades Committee); Sir Alfred 
Booth, Bart. (Shipping and Shipbuilding Trades 
Committee); Lord Faringdon (Committee on Financia! 
Facilities); Sir C. G. Hyde (Engineering Trades Com- 
mittee); Sir C. A. Parsons, K.C.B., F.R.S. (Electrical 
Trades Committee); Lord Rhondda (Coal Trade Com- 
mittee); and Mr. G. Scoby Smith (Iron and Steel 
Trades Committee). Mr. Percy Ashley, of the 
Board of Trade, and Mr. G. C. Upcott, of the Treasury, 
were appointed Secretaries to the Committee. 

In October, 1916, the following additional appoint- 
ments were made to the Committee:—Mr. R. 
Hazleton, M.P., Sir W. 8S. McCormick, LL.D., Mr. 
Alexander McDowell (subsequently Sir A. McDowell, 
G.B.E.), and Mr. J. O'Neill. In November, 1916, 
Sir G. A. Muntz, Bart., was added to the Com- 
mittee in his capacity of Chairman of the Committee 
appointed by the Board of Trade to consider the 
position of certain Non-Ferrous Metal Trades after 
the War. In December, 1916, the following ceased 
to be members of the Committee upon accepting 
office on the formation of the present Govern- 
ment:—Lord Rhondda, Mr. A. H._ Illingworth, 
M.P., Sir J. P. Maclay, Bart., Sir A. Mond 
Bart., M.P., and Mr. R. E. Prothero, M.P. 
In January, 1917, Mr. A. Nimmo was appointed to the 
Committee upon becoming Chairman of the Coal 
Trade Committee in succession to Lord Rhondda. Sub- 
sequently, in April, 1917, the following were appointed 
to the Committee to fill the vacancies created in the 
preceding December:—Sir C. S. Henry, Bart., M.P., 
Sir W. Pearce, M.P., Sir W. Priestley, M.P., Mr. 
J. A. Roxburgh, Sir A. Williamson, Bart, M.P. 
Finally, in August and September, 1917, Mr. Wardle 
and Mr. Hewins retired from the Committee upon 
appointment as Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 
of Trade and Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
respectively. 

Frnat COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The final composition of the Committee was therefore 
as follows:— 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh, K.T. (Chairman), Mr. A. 
Balfour, Sir Henry Birchenough, K.C.M.G., Sir Alfred 
Booth, Bart., Lord Colwyn, Lord Faringdon, Mr. H. 
Gosling, C.H., Mr. R. Hazleton, M.P., Sir C. 8S. 
Henry, Bart., M.P., Sir Clarendon Hyde, Sir W. §S. 
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McCormick, LL.D., Sir A. McDowell, G.B.E., Sir 
G. A. Muntz, Bart., Mr. A. Nimmo, Mr. J. O’Neill, 
Sir C. A. Parsons, K.C.B., F.R.S., Sir W. Pearce, 
M.P., Mr. A. F. Pease, Sir W. Priestley, M.P., 
Mr. J. A. Roxburgh, Mr. G. Scoby Smith, Sir 
A, Williamson, Bart., M.P. Mr. Hazleton was unable 
to be present during the later stages of the enquiry, 
and has not signed the Report. Mr. J. O’Neill and 
Sir A. Williamson did not sign the Report for reasons 
which they give in memoranda attached to the Report. 
Sir Alfred Booth, Lord Faringdon, Sir C. 8S. Henry, 
Sir Clarendon Hyde, Sir W. S. McCormick, Sir G. A. 
Muntz, Sir Charles Parsons, Mr. A. F. Pease, and 
Mr. G. Scoby Smith signed with certain reservations, 
which are also attached to the Report. 
THe CoMMITTEE’S PROCEDURE. 

In the introduction to their main Report, which is 
dated 3rd December, 1917, and addressed to the 
present Prime Minister, the Committee explain their 
procedure in carrying out the enquiry entrusted to 
them, and refer to the interim reports which they issued 
in the course of their deliberations. 


The terms of our reference (they say) cover a vast range 
of subjects, and, having regard to the fact that the special 
circumstances of many of the most important and staple 
Trades were being made the subject of enquiry by special 
Committees appointed by the President of the Board of 
Trade, we resolved after a review of all the circumstances 
to proceed mainly upon documentary evidence, and 
particularly upon the reports of the above-mentioned Com- 
mittees, and only to undertake the examination of 
witnesses in regard to matters not adequately covered by 
the records and materials already available for our use. 
It will be noticed that the Chairmen and, in some cases, 
other members of the Committees to which we refer are also 
members of our Committee. We have had before us very 
valuable reports from the special Committees which have 
keen based upon prolonged and exhaustive inquiries, and 
we have also received a large number of representations 
from Chambers of Commerce and Trade Associations, te 
which we addressed certain inquiries, from private firms 
and individuals, and from the Governments of certain 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates through the Colonial 
Office. We have accordingly for the most part called 
witnesses in connection with a limited number of ‘‘pivotal”’ 
industries referred to in Chapter V, or to elucidate certain 
special points only, but we thought it desirable to supple- 
ment the inquiries of the special Committees mentioned 
above by taking general evidence on broad questions of 
commercial policv from a number of merchants engaged in 
export trade with the most important overseas markets. 

At the outset of our deliberations we decided to deal in 
the first place as matters of special urgency with the policy 
to be adopted with a view to carrying into effect immediately 
after the War the Resolutions of the Paris Economic Con- 
ference for the Transitional Period. These Resolutions 
were accepted by the late Government, and our attention 
is specially directed to them by the terms of our Reference. 
We accordingly submitted to Mr. Asquith on the 9th 
November, 1916, a report on the Importation of Goods from 
the present Enemy Countries during the Transitional Period 
after the War, and on the 14th December, 1916, we for- 
warded to you a report on the Treatment of Exports from 
the United Kingdom and British Overseas Possessions and 
the Conservation of the Resources of the Empire during the 
same period. 

The announcement at the commencement of the present 
year that an Imperial War Conference would be held at an 
early date made it in our opinion desirable that we should 
five immediate consideration to the question of the future 
trade relations between the United Kingdom and the 
British Possessions Overseas, and we accordingly trans- 
mitted to you on the 2nd February last certain Resolutions 
at which we had arrived in regard to the Policy of Imperial 
Preference. 

On the 16th March last [1917] we made a further interim 
report on certain Essential Industries with which we dealt. 
with special reference to Sub-head (a) of our Terms of 
Reference and to the first of the Permanent Resolutions of 
the Paris Economic Conference, with certain typical ‘‘key”’ 
or ‘pivotal’? industries, and laid down the general con- 
clusions which seemed to us to flow from our detailed 
examination of selected instances. 

5 * * 


In this report we resapitulate for the sake of making 4 
complete record the conclusions embodied in our interim 
reports. We state also the broad principles which in our 
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gpinion should guide the Commercial policy of the Govern- 
ment in other measures which may be required during the 
transitional period after the War, but we do not think it 
possible or expedient for us to attempt any detailed elabora- 
tion of those measures which must largely depend upon cir- 
cumstances which cannot at present be altogether foreseen. 
Similarly we have not thought that any useful purpose would 
be served by the reconsideration of a number of questions 
which have been fully investigated, both immediately before 
and during the War, by other bodies, such as the Dominions 
Royal Commission. The main object, therefore, of the 
report which we have now the honour to present is to lay 
down the general lines of policy upon which we think that 
permanent provision should be made in the light of the 
experience of the war for the safeguarding and promotion 
of British Industry and Commerce in the future. This 
wo do in broad outline, and we have not attempted to enter 
into the detailed application of the principles which we 
recommend, except where it appeared to be necessary to do 
so for purposes of illustration. 

There are however two specific matters to which we 
thought it desirable to give special attention and on which 
we have taken a considerable amount of evidence, namely, 
the proposals for the compulsory adoption of the Metric 
System of Weights and Measures in this country and the 
introduction of a Decimal Coinage. With these subjects 
we deal at length in Chapters X and XI of this Report. 


PrincipaL Subsyects DEALT WITH. 


The majn subjects discussed in this Report, in addition 
to those already dealt with in our Interim Reports, are 
accordingly : — 

(1) ‘the manner in which Imperial Resources may be 
further developed and the supplies of important 
raw materials assured: 

(2) The treatment of aliens, including present enemy 
subjects, in respect of certain commercial and 
industrial occupations in this country: 

(3) The internal re-organisation of industry and the 
assistance which may be rendered by the Govern- 
ment in promoting it: 

(4) The question of financial facilities tor trade, and 
the bearing of taxation upon industrial develop- 
ment. 

(5) The general policy which should be adopted by the 
State in regard to the manufacturing and com- 
mercial interests of the British Empire, with 
special reference to the prevention of ‘‘dumping’’ 
and the safeguarding of important staple in- 
dustries. 

(6) The proposals for the adoption of the Metric 
System of Weights and Measures and the intro- 
duction of a Decimal Coinage. 


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS. 

The conclusions embodied in the main Report are set 
forth in a series of chapters, of which Chapter XII. 
contains a@ summary, as follows:— 

Cuapter I1.—Britisu TRApE Inpustry IN 1913. 


In this chapter we take as our starting point a survey of 
the general position of British industry and Overseas trade 
in 1913, the last complete year of peace, based especially 
upon the reports of the Board of Trade Committees upon 
our chief staple industries. 

From that survey we draw certain broad conclusions as 
to the condition of British industry and trade and the 
competition to which it was exposed immediately before the 
war. We find that in long-established manufactures, with 
the important exception of the iron and steel trades, 
British industry had shown in the decade preceding the 
war great vitality and power of extension, but that in the 
rise and expansion of the more modern branches of 
industrial production the United Kingdom has taken only 
a limited share. Certain branches of production, of great 
importance as a basis for other manufactures, had come to 
be entirely or very largely under German control, and in 
numerous branches of industry, outside the great staple 
trades, foreign competition had become increasingly acute, 
and foreign manufactures had secured a strong or even 
predominant position. In Overseas trade British merchants 
and manufacturers were encountering energetic and suc- 
cessful competition, which is ascribed to a variety of causes, 
including the adoption by foreign merchants and manufac- 
turers of methods of organisation and distribution different 
from, and in some cases markedly more effective than, those 
hitherto pursued by British traders. 

Owing to the abnormal conditions due to the war, whilst 
an amount of foreign trade very large in value has been 
maintained, its character and directions have been altered 
‘n many respects. We think that war requirements have 
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enormously increased our productive capacity in certain 
great branches of industry, notably the Steel and Chemical 
Industries, and that in numerous directions British manu- 
facturers have shown much adaptability and resourcefulness, 
and the knowledge and experience gained during the war 
should be a most valuable asset in respect of our post-war 
trade. We urge the vital importance of every effort on the 
part of both employers and employed to attain the largest 
possible volume of production in order to secure the speedy 
recovery of our industrial and financial position. 

We state that we have not felt it possible to examine in 
detail all the specific recommendations of the Board of 
Trade Committees, which, so far as action has not already 
been taken by the Government, should receive full and 
sympathetic consideration, but that we think the course 
most likely to be useful is that we should confine our atten- 
tion to the larger questions of commercial policy. 


CHAPTER III.—MEASURES TO BE ADOPTED DURING THE 
TRANSITIONAL PERIOD. 


We re-affirm the main recommendations embodied in our 
First and Second Interim Reports, viz. :— 

(a) The present régime, whereby importation of goods 
of enemy origin is prohibited, should be con- 
tinued, subject to licence in exceptional cages, 
for a period of at least 12 months after the 
conclusion of the War, and subsequently for such 
further pericd as His Majesty’s Government may 
deem expedient. 

(b) The Paris Resolutions relating to the supply of the 
Allies for the restoration of their industries can 
be carried into effect if a policy of joint control 
of certain important commodities can be agreed 
upon between the British Empire and the Allies. 
Any measures should aim at securing to the 
British Empire and the Allied countries priority 
for their iequirements and should be applied 
only to materials which are mainly derived from 
those countries and will be required by them. 
This pvulicy should be applied as regards the 
Umted Kingdom by legislation empowering the 
Government to prohibit the export except under 
licence of such articles as may be deemed ex- 
pedient, and as regards the British Empire and 
Allied countries the Government should, without 
delay, enter into negotiations with the various 
Governments concerned, with a view to the 
adoption of suitable joint measures in the case 
of selected commodities of importance. 

ic) We recommend that the Government should consider, 
in consultation with the Allies, the expediency 
of establishing after the War a joint organisation 
on the lines of the Commission Internationale de 
Ravitaillement for dealing with the orders of the 
Allied Governments for reconstruction purposes, 
and with such private orders as they may find it 
expedient to centralise. 

(d) We point out that the prolongation of the War and 
the entry into it of the United States have 
increased the importance of a considered policy 
directed towards assuring to the British Empire 
and the Allies adequate supplies of essential raw 
materials during the period immediately follow- 
ing the conclusion of peace, and that the extent 
to which the Paris Resolutions which bear upon 
this vital question can be carried into effect 
depends upon the co-operation of the Govern- 
ments concerned 

We recognise that in addition to the foregoing proposals 
it will be necessary to continue for some period after the 
war some portion of the control of home and foreign trade 
imposed during the war in order particularly to secure to 
the country adequate supplies of foodstuffs and raw 
materials for industry and their fair distribution. But we 
recommend that the restrictive measures which it may be 
necessary to continue should be kept within the narrowest 
possible limits, and, wherever practicable, the trades con- 
cerned should be entrusted with the working of the control 
under Government authority. The policy of the Govern- 
ment should be directed towards the restoration of normal 
industrial conditions withiu the shortest possible time. We 
are strongly of opinion that State control of, and restric- 
tions upon, industry arising out of war conditions will be 
found to be detrimental under normal conditions and should 
be removed so soon as possible after the conclusion of peace, 
due regard being had to the circumstances of each particular 
case 

Coarter I1V.—THe Suppry or MATERIALS. 

The experience of the war has shown that the United 
Kingdom and the British Empire as a whole are dependent 
upon foreign countries for a large number of raw materials 
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which are not produced at all within the Empire, or are 
only produced on a scale altogether incommensurate with 
our requirements. We do not think that any attempt to 
make the Empire self-supporting in respect of them all 
would be either practicable or economically sound, but that 
a selective policy will be necessary, which shall have regard 
to relative importance, whether industrial or military, and 
to the sources of supply and the likelihood of their disturb- 
ance in time of war. 

We doubt if the proposals of the Dominions Royal Com- 
mission (Cd. 84€2) for the establishment of a_ single 
Development Board to deal with this problem and with 
certain other matters is immediately practicable, and we 
think that it would be possible to make more rapid progress 
by dealing separately with a number of special commodities 
or groups of commodities. 

We refer to the recommendations which we have already 
made for the establishment of an Intelligence and Advisory 
Bureau. 

(a) For securing the detailed and systematic collection, 
examination and dissemination of information 
as to the needs and resources of the Empire in 
respect of Minerals and Metals of economic and 
military importance, and 

(b} For framing proposals for submission to the proper 
authorities as to the co-ordination of existing 
surveys and investigations and any extensions 
thereof which may appear expedient. 

We have further suggested that in certain cases it should 
be the duty of the organisation thus proposed to consider 
if any deposits of Minerals not adequately worked, or any 
new deposits unlikely to be adequately worked without some 
kind of Government assistance, are of such military im- 
portance or likely to hecome of such economic importance as 
to warrant Government aid in their development, and, if 
sv, to frame recommendations for the consideration of the 
particular Government of any part of the Empire which 
may be concerned. 

We note that the Board of Trade have already set up a 
Committee to investigate the question of the supply of 
Cotton within the Empire in a similar manner, and we 
recommend that special enquiries should be instituted on 
these lines as regards each commodity which may be selected 
for treatment on the principles which we have indicated. 
The object to be kept in view should be that the Empire 
may be capable in an emergency of heing independent in 
respect of the supply of every essential commodity of any 
single foreign country or possible combination of foreign 
countries. 

We further recommend that in these enquiries advantage 
should be taken of the orgsnisation which already exists at 
the Imperial Institute, and that a small independent com- 
mittee should he appointed to consider to what extent and 
in what manner the Institute can be made more effective 
for the purpose. 

As regards Alien interests in the sources of supply within 
the Empire, we think that some Government control, which 
may take various forms according to the circumstances of 
each case, will be necessary in futnre in respect of a limited 
number of commodities of vital military importance. Apart 
from this limited class of cases we think that it would be 
unwise to aim at the exclusion of foreign (other than 
present enemy) capital from sharing in the development of 
the material resources of the Empire. 

We recommend that legislative powers should be taken to 
secure : — 


(a) Complete disclosure, so far as is practicable, of the 
extent of foreign holdings in any particular case ; 

(b) That Mineral and other properties are not secured 
by foreign conzerns in order to prevent the 
development of those properties and to check 
competition in supply; and 

(ce) That in the case of commodities of great Imperial 
importance the local Government concerned 
shonld have some measure of control over the 
working of the properties. 

These principles, if accepted by the Government, shou!d 
be broneht under the consideration of the Governments of 
other parts of the Empire, with a view to the adoption of a 
uniform policy. 


Crapter V.—ESSENTIAL INDUSTRIES. 


We refer to the detailed recommendations contained in 
our Interim Report on Essential Industries as reaards 
certain selected commadities which, whilst the branches of 
industry enzaged therein are not of such magnitude as the 
great staple trades, are essential to national safety, as 
being absolutely indispensable to important British indus- 
tries, and were sunplied before the war entirely or mainly 
from present enemy sources or from sources under present 
enemy control. 
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We reproduce the proposals made by us in that Report 
for the establishment of a Special Industries Board charged 
with the duty of watching the course of industrial develop. 
ment, and of framing from time to time, when necessary 
either on its own initiative or on the application of 
interested departments or persons, detailed schemes for the 
promotion and assistance of industries concerned with the 
production of commodities of the special character indicated. 

[|Note.—The Interim Report on Essential Industries is 
summarised later in this article.] 


CHapter VI.—Tue Treatment oF Attens In Respecr or 
COMMERCIAL AND INbustriaL OccuPATIONS AND 
UNDERTAKINGS. 


_ We state that in our opinion it would not be desirable to 
impose any special restrictions on the participation of aliens 
generally in commercial and industrial occupations in this 
country. In the limited number of cases in which some 
restrictions or safeguards may be necessary, adequate 
security can, as a rule, be ensured by requiring disclosure 
of the facts. 

There are, however, a few occupations, such as those of 

Pilot and Patent Agent, which should be confined to 
British-born subjects in view of the special opportunities 
which they afford for the obtaining of information affecting 
national security. 
_Consideration should be given to the question whether 
Foreign Commercial Travellers operating in the United 
Kingdom should not be registered and required to hold 
licences for which fees would be charged, which could, how- 
ever, be remitted in the case of travellers representing firms 
of such countries as do not impose dues on British Com- 
mercial Travellers. 

The registration of title to property should be made com- 
pulsory over the whole of the United Kingdom, and such 
registration should involve a declaration of the nationality 
of the owner or transferee, in order to enable the Govern- 
ment to decide whether in any particular case national 
security requires the expropriation of foreign interests. 

We are unable to support the proposal which has been 
made that every limited Company should he required to 
include in its annual return to Somerset House a statement 
of the amount of its stock or shares held by or on behalf 
cf aliens, but we recommend that the Board of Trade should 
have power to make an investigation in the ease of any 
particular company in which, on grounds of national safety, 
control might be undesirable, and in which there is primd 
facie ground for suspecting its existence to an undue extent. 

We think that it wonid be unwise to enter on a policy of 
checking the establishment or continnance of the agencies 
or branches of Fcreign Banks and Insurance Companies in 
this country, bnt that for reasons which we specify they 
should be required in future to take out annual licences, for 
which a small fee shonid he paid. We also recommend that 
foreign insurance companies should he reqnired to make a 
deposit proportionate to the business done bv them, and 
that close attention should be given by the Inland Revenue 
Authorities to the importance of securing that foreign 
banks do not evade payment of the British Income Tax. 

We consider that for a period after the war it will he 
necessary to impose special restrictions upon the subjects 
of the present enemv countries and that this can hest be 
done by means of stringent permit and police regulations. 

Subject to the last mentioned safeenards. we do not think 
that it will he necessary or practicable, except possibly fora 
short period in special cases, to attempt to prevent present 
enemy subjects from establishing agencies, or holding 
interests in commercial or industrial undertakings generally 
in this conntry. In particular we think that it wonld he im- 
practicable and mexpedient to impose any restrictions oT 
discriminations as regards the use of Tondon credit or of 
London insurance or reinsurance facilities. 


Crapter VIT.—Inprstriat ann Commerctat ORGANTSATION. 


We point ont that, notwithstanding the streneth of the 
United Kingdom’s economic position, there is a widespread 
feeling that a reconsideration of our industrial and trade 
organisation has heeomne necessary in consequence of the 
increasing intensity of foreign competition, hased largely 
upon a system of combination in respect of production and 
distribution which has hitherto made eomnaraticely little 
progress in the United Kinedom. While there is a danger 
that consolidation and combination mav not only tend to 
diminish that individual initiative and enterprise to which 
the progress of British manufacture and industry has heen 
largely due, but may also he carried to a point at which it 
becomes inimiesl to the general interests of the country, 
we agree generally with the opinion that in came important 
directions the individnalistie methods hitherto mainiy 
adopted shonld he cunnlemented or entirely replaced by 
co-operation and en-nrdination in resnect of (1) the securing 
of supplies of materials ; (2) production (in which we include 
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standardisation and scientific and industrial research), and 
(3) marketing. S" — 

As regards associations for general trade purposes, it is, 
in our opinion, very desirable that in all important British 
iudustries there should exist strong, comprehensive and 
well organised associations which should be clearing houses 
of information of common interest, and should be competent 
tu voice the opinions and needs of their respective trades 
as a whole. 

As regards combinations for the regulation of trade we 
describe briefly the forms which these have taken in the 
United Kingdom, and the extent to which they have been 
carried, and we point out that their development in the 
United Kingdom during the two decades preceding the war 
was far surpassed by the corresponding movements in the 
United States and Germany, which in the former case have 
been chiefly in the direvtion of actual consolidations, and in 
the latter case have taken the form of terminable combines 
or ‘‘cartels.”’ 

We are of opinion that every encouragement should ho 
given by the Government to the formation of combinations 
of manufacturers and others concerned to secure supplies 
of materials, and that, where it appears expedient that the 
control of mineral deposits in foreign countries should be 
obtained, all practicable support should be given. 

In regard to production, we think that the constructive 
action must come from the industries themselves, and we 
hope that the development may be assisted by the policy 
of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Kesearch, 
to which we refer, by co-operation amongst manufacturers 
in respect of munitions and other military and naval 
supplies, and by combination in respect of marketing. In 
order to facilitate the necessary organisation of many 
industries on a larger scale than has been the case in past 
vears, we recommend that an authority should be set up 
which should have the right, after inquiry, to grant com- 
pulsory powers for the acquisition of land for industrial 
purposes and the diversion or abolition of roads or foot- 
paths. We also recommend that there should be a judicial 
body with compulsory powers to deal with the question cf 
wavleaves required for the development of mineral royalties 
and the economical working of collieries and mines. 

We recognise that the formation of organisations for 
marketing in respect of overseas trade will stimulate the 
creation of combinations for the control of domestic sales. 
We believe, however, that such development is not only 
desirable in some cases, but practically inevitable under 
modern conditions, and that the attitude of public opinion, 
of local authorities and the State, which has hitherto teen 
antagonistic, must be modified We consider, moreover, 
that so far from being adverse to the interests of labonr, 
combinations of emplovers are on the whole beneficial to 
the workers in the trade affected in respect of rates of 
wages, steadiness of employment and other matters. 

Ve think that it wonld be inexpedient for the Govern- 
ment to enter upon any policy aiming at positive control 
of combinazions in this country, but that it is desirable 
that some means shonld be devised for 
responsible Government Department adequate information 
as to the formation of combinations, and that provision 
should he made for State investigation in special cases. At 
the same time we think that combinations should, where 
necessary, be legalised so as to be enforceable between 
members. 

RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO ORGANISATIONS. 


We accordingly recommend in this connection :— 
(a) That it should be a legislative requirement that all 


international combinations or agreeinents (or 
combinations or agreements which are made 
directly or indirectly on behalf of foreign 


interests) to which British companies or firms are 
parties, made for the regulation of the prices of 
goods or services, or for the delimitation of 
markets, shonld be registered at the Board of 
Trade by the British persons, firms or companies 
concerned, with a statement of the names of all 
the parties thereto and of the general nature 
and object of the combination or agreement; and 
that all modifications of such agreements and all 
adhesions and withdrawals should also he notified. 
(b) That it should be optional for the parties to any 
combination or agreement between British firms 
having for its object joint marketing arrange- 
ments. either in the United Kingdom or abroad, 
or the regulation of prices or output, or the 
delimitation of markets, to register such combina- 
tion or azreement at the Board of Trade, with a 
statement of the names of the parties thereto, 
and as to its general nature and obiect; and that 
such steps as may be necessary should be taken 
to make any price or other market arrangements 


securing to a- 
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made by or resulting from combinations and 
agreements so registered enforceable at law as 
between the parties thereto. 

(c) That, in order that the Board of Trade may be able 
to keep itself fuily informed as to the nature, 
extent and operations of industrial combinations 
in the United Kingdom or of international com- 
binations of which British firms, companies or 
associations form part, that Department should 
have power to call upon individual consolidations 
or combines from time to time to furnish for its 
confidential use such information as it may 
require. 

Cuarter VII[.—FInance anp INpustTRY. 


As regards the question of Financial Facilities for Trade 
we refer to the recommendations of the Special Trade.Com- 
mittees and to the Report of the Committee appointed by 
the Board of Trade which ied to the establishment of. the 
British Trade Corporation, and we summarise the evidence 
which we have received as to the general objects of the 
Corporation and the work which it will undertake. 

We deal with a scheme which has been placed before us 
for the establishment of an Imperial Bank of Industry 
under a guarantee of the United Kingdom and certain 
Dominions, and Cclonies. We are unable to recommend the 
adoption of this scheme. In our opinion the financial needs 
of British industry are likely in normal circumstances to 
receive better examination and to be met in a more elastic 
and effective manner under private banking enterprise than 
by means of a State-controlled institution. 

We recognise that the satisfaction of the urgent demand 
which will arise after the war for capital for the re-establish- 
ment of industry on a peace basis will be profoundly 
affected by the policy of the Government in regard to 
taxation, the currency and the maintenance of the foreign 
exchanges, and we recommend that these matters should 
be the subject of early enquiry by the Treasury in consulta- 
tion with representatives of banking and commerce. Asa 
generai rule we think it undesirable that the State should 
itself attempt to provide capital for industrial purposes. 

We think that the existing control of capital issues should 
be relaxed as rapidly as circumstances permit, subject to 
further consideration as regards loans to foreign Govern- 
ments or States. 

In our opinion the remedy for the shortage of capital 
after the war must be sought mainly in the increase of 
production and saving. The attainment of these objects 
can be appreciably affected by the avoidance of unnecessary 
and wasteful expenditure by the State itself and by the 
extension of the taxation of luxuries. 

The most important permanent instrument of taxation, 
both from the point of view of revenue and as regards its 
effect upon prodaction and the scale of persona! expenditure 
will, however, continue to be the Income Tax. We draw 
attention to the observations of the Special Committees 
upon the inadequacy of the allowances now allowed for 
depreciation and wear and tear of machinery and plant. 
We are of opinion that depreciation should be allowed for 
Income Tax purposes on an adequate scale according to the 
circumstances of each case, and we recommend that im- 
mediate steps should be taken for this purpose by the 
Treasury. Having regard to the far reaching effects of the 
tax at its present high level upon industrial reconstruction. 
we strongly urge that the principles upon which it is based 
should be fully reviewed at the earliest possible date, with 
a view to enahling the State to raise a revenne at least as 
large as at present with less individual hardship and less 
damage to productive industry. The enquiry should include 
consideration of the Death Duties. 

Crapter IX.—Fiscat Poricy. 


Upon reconsideration of this problem as a whole in the 
light of the experience of the War, we lay down the follow- 
ing propositions as to the bases of future British economic 
policy in this connection :— 

1. Some Government action should be taken to 
promote and safeguard the development in the 
United Kingdom of industries of a special or 
‘pivotal’? charscter (7.e., industries on which 
other and larger branches of industrial produc- 
tion of substantial national importance are 
dependent), or which, whilst essential for muni- 
tions purposes, are not of sufficient commercial 
importance to ensure their development without 
such State assistance. 

2. Some Governnient assistance should be given to 
industries, other than those mentioned above, 
which are important for the maintenance of the 
industrial position of the United Kingdom, where 
such assistance is proved to be necessary because 
of the inability of the industries to maintain or 
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develop themselves by reason of undue foreign 
competition, inadequate supplies of raw materials, 
or any other causes. 

3. A serious attempt should be made to meet the 
declared wishes of the Dominions and Colonies 
and of India for the readjustment and develop- 
ment of their economic relations with the United 
Kingdom. 

4. An effort should also be made to develop trade 
between the British Empire and our Allies. 

5. Subject to agreement with our Allies in the matter, 
present enemy countries should not, for a_ time 
at least, be allowed to carry on trade with the 
British Empire in the same unrestricted manner 
as before the war, or on terms equal to those 
accorded to Allies or Neutrals. 

After dealing with the question of ‘‘dumping’’ (by which 
we understand the sale of goods in a particular market at 
prices lower than those at which the goods are currently 
offered in the country of manufacture), we discuss the 
proposal that these objects should be sought by the establish- 
ment of a comprehensive tariff scheme covering the whole 
range of imports into the United Kingdom ; but for reasons 
briefly summarised below we do not think 1t necessary cr 
expedient to adopt this proposal :— 


1. A claim for protection cannot, in our opinion, 
normally be regarded as valid, unless the industry 
which makes it can show that in spite of the 
adoption of the most efficient technical methods 
and business organisation it cannot maintain itself 
against foreign competition or that it is hindered 
from adopting, these methods by such competition. 

2. There are some large branches of production, such 
as the main branches of the cotton trade, in 
which there is no demand for any measure of 
protection. 

3. The primary object of State policy should be the 
development of industries of importance to the 
national security and well being, and any State 
action directed towards the indiscriminate main- 
tenance of a number of industries which do not 
contribute appreciably or at all towards the in- 
crease of the national wealth would, we think, 
be economically unsound. 

4. Any State action likely to raise prices, even tem- 
porarily, for any commodities of national 
importance, should be confined within the closest 
possible limits. 

It is of paramount importance that our export trade 
should not be hampored by any policy, which 
might unduly increase the cost of production in 
this country, as compared with the cost in other 
countries; and a more limited tariff could be used 
equally well, though not so extensively, for 
granting Imperial Preference and also for the 
purpose of negotiation with foreign countries. We 
direct attention to the expediency of considering 
measures of Imperial Preference other than the 
imposition of differential Customs duties. 


oN 


Fiscat Ponttoy: Conciustions. 


Accordingly the conclusions to which we come after 
examination in detail of the main considerations involved 
are :— 


J. The producers of this country are entitled to require 
from the Government that they should be pro- 
tected in their home market against ‘‘dumping”’ 
as previously defined, and against the introduc- 
tion of ‘‘sweated’’ goods, by which term we 
understand goods produced by labour which is not 
paid at Trade Union rates of wages, where such 
rates exist in the country of origin of the goods, 
or the current rates of that country where there 
are no Trade Union rates. We recommend that 
action be taken in regard to ‘‘dumping”’ on the 
lines (though not necessarily in the precise form) 
adopted in Canada. 

2. Those industries which we have already described 
as ‘‘kev”’ or “pivotal”? should be maintained in 
this country at all hazards and at any expense. 

3. As regards other industries, protection by means of 
Customs duties or Government assistance in other 
forms should be afforded only to carefully sciected 
branches of industry, which must be maintained 
either for reasons of national safety or on the 
general ground that it is undesirable that any 
industrv of real importance to our economic 
strength and well being should be allowed to be 
weakened by foreign competition, or broveht to 
anv serious extent »nder alien domination or 
control. 
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4. Preferential treatment should be accorded to the 
British Oversea Dominions and Possessions in 
respect of any Customs duties now or hereafter 
to be imposed in the United Kingdom, and con- 
sideration should be given to other forms of 
Imperial Preference. 

»o. As regards our commercial relations with our present 
Allies and neutrals the denunciation of existing 
Commercial treaties is unnecessary and _ inex. 
pedient, but the present opportunity should be 
taken to endeavour to promote our trade with 
our Allies, and consideration should be given to 
the possibility of utilising for purposes of negotia- 
tion with them and present neutrals any duties 
which may be imposed in accordance with the 
principles laid down above. 

In view of the danger that the admissicn of the principle 
of Protection, even to a limited extent, may give rise to a 
wide-spread demand for similar assistance from other in- 
dustries, and consequently to an amount of political pressure 
which it may be very difficult to resist, we further recom- 
mend that a strong and competent Board, with an 
independent status, should be established to examine into 
all applications from industries for State assistance, to 
advise His Majesty’s Government upon such applications, 
and where a case is made out, to frame proposals as to the 
precise nature ard extent of the assistance to be given. 
Before recommending tariff protection the Board should 
consider forms of State assistance other than, or concurrent 
with, protective duties, and it should have constantly in 
mind the safeguarding of the interests of consumers and of 
labour, and should make recommendations as to the condi- 
tions to be imposed for these purposes. 


Cuarter X.—WaricHuts AND MEASTRES. 


We have considered numerous suggestions for the altera- 
tion of our existing Weights and Measures, and in particular 
the proposal for the compulsory adoption in this country, 
after a short interval of notice, of the Metric System. We 
are unable to recommend the adoption of this proposal. We 
are not satisfied that cn the whole the Metric System is 
theoretically superior to our present system. The main 
practical advantages claimed for the change are saving of 
time in education and the conduct of domestic trade and 
the gain to our export trade resulting from international 
uniformity. Upon a review of the probable effects of the 
change upon British trade as a whole, we are satisfied that 
these results would not be obtained for a very long period. 
if ever. In our opinion an attempt to make the use of the 
Metric System universal and obligatory in this country 
would cause great loss and confusion at a particularly 
inopportune moment for the sake of distant and doubtful 
advantages, and, so far from assisting in the re-establish- 
ment of British trade after the War, would seriously hamper 
it. 

We have also considered proposals for the simplification 
and decimalisation of our existing weights and measures, 
but we do not think that compulsory legislation for this 
purpese would be expedient or would be likely to be effec- 
tive at the present time. We recommend, however, that 
continued efforts should be made towards the simplification 
which has already taken place to a considerable extent in 
the teaching of weights and measures, and that Government 
Departments and other public Authorities and trade 
organisations should bear constantly in mind the importance 
of prometing a corresponding simplification in the actual 
conduct of trade. We refer also to the importance, already 
widely recognised, of using decimal subdivisions of our basic 
units, and of replacing, wherever possible, the present 
hundredweight and ton by the cental of 100 pounds and the 
“short ton’’ of 2,000 Ih. 


Crarter XJI.—Cornaace. 


The proposals for the introduction of a decimal system of 
coinage are often clusely connected with the question of 
Weights and Measures, but the decision must be settled 
upon somewhat different considerations. The change 
involves at least the alteration of the pound steriing or of 
the penny, and the majority of us are convinced that the 
advantages expected are insufficient to justify the risks 
which would be involved. We deal with the main proposals 
placed before us which adopt as a basis either the existing 
penny or the pound sterling. | 

Amongst the former we have considered a scheme for the 
introduction of a British dollar of 100 halfpennies. This 
scheme is open to the objections that it would involve the 
alteration of our existing silver currency and would actually 
diminish the extent of the uniformity which now prevails 
in regard to currency in the British Empire. The main 
consideration, however, by which we are led to reject this 
scheme, as well as other schemes which are based upon the 
retention of the penny is that, in our opinion, they all lead 
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in fact to the abandonment of the sovereign as the standard 
and working unit of international exchange. Any such 
abandonment, even in name only, would, we think, be 
fraught with risks which it would be unwise to incur. 

The proposal now supported by the Institute of Bankers, 
the Assoviated Chambers of Commerce and the Decimal 
Association is the decimalisation of the sovereign which 
would consist of 1,000 mils, the mil being worth 4 per cent. 
less than the existing farthing. While it would not promote 
either the unification of the existing coinage systems of the 
British Kmpire or the adoption of an international cur- 
rency, this proposal offers considerable conveniences in 
account keeping, especially in the case of banks and large 
commercial firms. But apart from certain secondary 
objections, the crux of the question is the alteration of the 
value of the penny, and, having regard to the maguitude 
of the disturbance which this change would cause in the 
lives of the great body of wage earners, retail shopkeepers 
and their customers, we are satisfied that the introduction 
of such a change would be inexpedient at a time when the 
social, industrial and financial organisation of the country 
will be faced with numerous and exceptional difficulties. 


RESERVATIONS. 
FiscaL Pouicy. 

A reservation as follows on Fiscal Policy was signed 
by Lord Faringdon, Sir Charles Henry, Sir Gerard 
Muntz, Sir Charles Parsons, and Mr. G. Seoby Smith 
as regards Chapter IX.:— 

Whilst being pleased to be able to attach our signatures 
to the above Keport, we have only been able to do so with 
certain reservations. With most of the conclusions arrived 
at we are entirely in accord, but in connection with Chapter 
IX., which deals with ‘‘ Fiscal Policy,’ we find we are not 
in complete agreement with the majority of our colleagues. 
We approve of the proposal to protect by a duty ‘* Key ”’ 
or ‘‘ Pivotal’’ industries and the making cf provision against 
‘‘ Dumping,’’ but we do not consider that these measures are 
sufficient in themselves to meet the conditions laid down by 
the Paris Conference under the heading ‘ Permanent 
Measures of Mutual Assistance and Collaboration among 
the Allies.’’ It appears to us that it was contemplated that 
the General Trade of our enemies should be penalised by the 
imposition of Customs duties or prohibition. 

We are of opinion that, having regard to Ist, our desire 
to give economic advantages to our Allies; 2nd, the opinion 
strongly expressed in our interim report that a preference 
should be given to our Colonies, and the Overseas Dominions, 
and 3rd, the views of the majority of our manufacturers, 
as set forth in the Departmental Reports, a general ad 
valorem tariff of 10 per cent. should be imposed upon all 
wholly or mainly manufactered articles imported into the 
United Kingdom. 

The Reports of several of the Departmental Committees 
appointed by the Board of Trade are summarised on pages 
9 to 20 of our Report, and it will be noted that the following 
industries emphasise the necessity for a tariff:—The Iron 
and Steel Trades, the Engineering ‘Trades, the Electrical 
Trades, the Woollen and Worsted Industry, the Carpet Asso- 
ciations, the Silk Industry, the Linen Industry, the Lace 
and Embroidery Trades, the Cotton Hosiery and Fabric 
Glove Industries, the Non-ferrous Metals Trades re Manu- 
factured Lead. The only trades reporting against a tariff 
are :—The Cotton Industry, for the reasons given on page 16, 
the Jute Industry, provided it has a first claim on the export 
of Jute from India, and the Shipbuilding Industry. 

A general tariff of 10 per cent. ad valorem would have the 
effect of giving the home manufacturer security against un- 
fair competition and this would encourage him to increase 
his output by the erection of the most modern machinery 
and plant, thereby reducing his costs and cheapening his 
products to the consumer whilst enlarging his capacity te 
employ lahour. This security would also result in greater 
stability of prices, it would lead to the stocking of standard- 
ised articles in times of depression and thus to a certain 
extent avoid trade ‘‘slumps’’ and consequent unemployment, 
and it would attract capital to home industrial undertakings. 
We are also of opinion that such a tariff would encourage 
industries in connection with miscellaneous articles and 
commodities which before the War were mainly imported 
and thereby provide employment for the largely increased 
number of female workers who have recently become accus- 
tomed to mechanical labour. . 

We do not venture to express an opinion as to whether » 
10 per cent. ad valorem tariff would produce a substantial 
revenue; experience, however, of a similar tariff in India 
and Egypt shows that it has undoubtedly given good net 
results; but if the advantages to our trade are those above 
detailed, it would be fully justified, even if the vield to the 


TRADE JOURNAL. ste, 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL POLICY -~—coniinued 





Kixchequer were small, and tlic resulting general prosperity 
would widen the possible ficld of taxation, ‘The siniplicity 
of the tariff suggested would enable a simple system of 
drawbacks to be devised in respect of our re-export trade. 
We do not suggest the imposition of any additional tariffs 
upon foodstuffs, or any tariff upon raw matertals—that 
is, materials upon which little or no labour has been ex- 
pended. We regard Subsidies and Bounties as economically 
unsound. 

To sum up:—We are of opinion that the small tariff we 
advocate would be beneficial to our home trade and would 
also 

Ist. Enable us by its reduction or remission to give 
preferential treatment to the British Dominions 
Overseas ; 

Znd. Give us the means of negotiating commercial 
arrangements with our Allies; 

3rd. Provide the wherewithal for bargaining with 
Neutrals. | 

A general tariff of 10 per cent. reducod as it would be 
by the concessions above referred to, woui.' not be ‘“protee- 
tion’ in the sense in which that term is ord arily applied, 
and would not necessitate Government con rol or inter- 
ference, which invariably has a blighting >ffect upon 
industry. | 

CONTROL OF FOREIGN TRADE AND FiscaL Pouicy. 


Sir Alfred Booth dissented from the reconimen- 
dations made in Chapters III. and IX. In the course 
of his reservation he wrote:— 

The recommendations in Chapter IIL. with regard to thie 
control of exports and the rationing of raw materials among 
the Alhes by a system of priority certificates is, in my 
opinion, an experiment of a particularly dangerous kind. 
No system of rationing can increase the supply of raw 
materials. It is hkely on the contrary to reduce the supply 
as the constant effort will be to make use of the absence of 
competition to force down prices. If under free conditions 
a particular industry in this country is unable io pay the 
prices which foreigners can pay, there must be something 
the matter with the industry, and the sooner we find it out 
the better instead of burying our heads in the sand, This 
system of rationing must produce endless friction between 
the Allies and will inevitably break down sooner or later, 
but meanwhile industry will have been set going on an 
artificial basis of costs, and will only set itself right again 
after a panic and widespread distress. The best time for 
industry to strike out for itself will be immediately after the 
war comes to an end, when optimism will be at its height, 
rather than a few years later when the inevitable reaction 
will have set in. If State control of industry on the lines 
recommended is continued after the War there will be a 
strenuous fight to strengthen the hold. The attempt will 
fail, but only after the infliction of great suffering on the 
working classes of the country. If, on the other hand, 
industry is told that it must look after itself as soon as 
peace comes, T have not the slightest doubt that it will be 
able to do so and to create for itself whatever new machinery 
it may find necessary. 

The recommendations in Chapter IX. with regard to fiscal 
policy appear to me to be of the kind most calculated to 
create uncertainty and destroy confidence. <A low general 
tariff covering the whole range of manufactured and semi- 
manufactured articles would be less open to objection on 
this ground than the recommendations of the Committee, 
provided such a tariff could be created by a wave of the 
wand, and we should probably be surprised to find what 
little difference a tariff of this kind would make in the 
total production of the United Kingdom, either for good 
or evil. But a tariff cannot be imposed in this way, particu- 
larly not a tariff of the kind recommended by the Committee. 
It would have to be thrashed out and debated in the country 
and in Parliament, and even then there would be no finality. 
For months, if not for years, industry would be left in a 
state of paralysing uncertainty. 

It is recognised by the Committee that Parliament would 
never grant protection without safeguarding the interests 
of consumers and of labour. In plain language this means 
that the price of protection must be State control of prices 
and wages. In my opinion, industry cannot afford to pay 
such a price. 

OrnER RESERVATIONS. 


Sir Clarendon Hyde dissented from certain con- 
clusions in regard to fiscal policy. He wrote:— 


As regards such of our staple industries as may properly 
require special help from the Government, I fail to see that 
such assistance could be properly rendered by means of 
tariffs. Those staple industries only can claim to be deserv- 
ing of support in the interests of the nation as a whole, 
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which, being conducted efficiently, with the best appliances, 
and with the best commercial methods, fail to achieve a 
reasonable profit. No instance has been adduced to us of 
such a staple industry in such a condition. The application 
of a tariff for the protection of such industries would in- 
evitably have the result of supporting those manufacturers 
in the same industry, whose works and methods failed to 
respond to modern requirements. The introduction of anti- 
dumping legislation which we recommend will, 1 think, 
supply all the help needful for our staple trades. 


Sir William McCormick wrote:—** As representing 


the Department of Seicntiie and Tndustrial Research 
on this Committee, I desire that my signature should 
not be regarded as implying any expression of opinion 
on the matters dealt with in Chapter IX. (Fiscal Policy) 
of this Report.” 

Mr. A. F. Pease signed the Report with certain 
reservations. In his judgment there were only two 
practicable policies, the one to continue the practice 
of free imports except for strictly revenue purposes 
and the other to impose a low general tariff. He 
disagreed with the proposal to afford protection only 
to carefully selected industries which were found to be 
essential to the nation’s safety or its economic strength. 
In view of the broader question of our relationships 
after the War with other parts of the British Empire 
and our Allies, he concurred in the recommendation 
of Lord Faringdon and others of his colleagues that 
with a view to meeting the conditions likely to prevail 
after the War it would be to the advantage of this 
country to establish a low general ad valorem tariff no‘ 
exceeding 10 per cent., but excluding raw materials 
and food (except luxuries). Mr. Pease could not agree 
that the question of the introduction of Decimal 
Coinage into this country should be indefinitely post- 
poned. He thought it of great importanee that the 
Decimal System of coinage as recommended by the 
Institute of Bankers, Chambers ot Commerce and 
the Decimal Association should be introduced at the 
earliest possible date after the war. 

Mr. Scoby Smith added a Note on the Conservation 
of Coking Coal, and the Report also contains 
Memoranda by Mr. J. O'’Neiil and = Sir Archibald 
Williamson, setting out the reasons why they were 
unable to sign it. 





“ KEY” OR “PIVOTAL” INDUSTRIES. 

\n Interim Report upon certain Essential Industries 
is briefly referred to (Chapter V.) in the foregoing 
General Summary. In this report, which is dated 
i6th March, 1917, the Committee examined some 
special industries to which the term ‘‘key’”’ or 
“ pivotal "’ has been applied. They were:—Synthetic 
Dyes, Spelter, Tungsten, Magnetos, Optical and 
Chemical Glass, Hosiery Needles, Thorium Nitrate, 
Barytes, Limit and Serew Gauges, and Drugs, and 
after examining the situation as it was at the date 
of the Interim Report and putting forward proposals 
lor Government action in certain cases, the Committec 
made the following general statement as to their con- 
clusions :— 

From the consideration of these industries certain prin- 
ciples. emerge which call for notice. We now proceed to 
state these principles and to make the general recommen- 
dations which in our opinion follow from them. 

In the first place a particular commodity or branch of 
production which is of great: national importance at a given 
time may not continue to be so, and on the other hand new 
essential industries may emerge in the future. 

Secondly, the causes which have rendered British trade 
dependent upon the present enemy countries for ihe supply 
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of particular commodities are by no means uniform, and the 
measures required to promote the various branches of 
industry involved may vary with each individual commodity. 
The problem will also be affected as new economic and 
political conditions arise and changes occur in the inter- 


national situation. 

it seems to us to be certain that in the future industries 
of the nature dealt with in this Report will always require 
special and separate consideration, and that no general 
measure will Le sufficient to meet the varying requirements. 
Consequently it is impossible to lay down permanent and 
uniform lines of State actior in this connection; nor are 
we in a position to frame an exhaustive list of such indus- 
tries as may from time to time call for exceptional treat- 
ment, or to elaborate in detail the precise measures which 
may be needed in each case. The special recommendations 
which we have made in the previous paragraphs may them- 
selves require modification to meet the conditions which 
may actually exist after the war. 

K;STABLISHMENT OF A SpectAL INpDustTRIES Boarp. 

in these circumstances we recommend the establishment 
of a permanent Board (which might be called the Special 
Industries Board) charged with the duty of watching the 
course of industrial development and of framing from time 
to time, when necessary, either on its own initiative or on 
the application of interested departments or _ persons, 
detailed schemes for the promotion and assistance of in- 
dustries concerned with the production of commodities of 
the special character indicated in this Report. 

This organisation should take the form of a Board of 
commercial and industrial experts, associated with whatever 
Department of State is entrusted with the care of the com- 
mercial and manufacturing interests of the covntry, and 
represented in Parliament by the political head of that 
Department. It should be a statutory body with a 
permanent chairman and with power to appoint such 
secretarial and technical staff as it may require from time 
to time. It should issue an annual report of its proceedings, 
and such special reports as it may think expedient, which 
reports should be presented to Parliament; and it should he 
a statutory condition that, except upon its recommendation. 
no State assistance by way of grant or subsidy should he 
given to any industry or branch of industry. It should 
work in close relation and co-operation with the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, and all other Depart- 
ments of the State interested in the development of industry, 
and it should always be cognisant not only of naval and 
military requirements as they affect industry, but also of 
the current political relationships of this country, since 
changes in these respects may obviously bring to light 
fresh ‘‘essential’’ industries. 

The maintenance of efficient and adequate production at 
reasonable prices must be a condition of the continued re- 
ceipt by an industry of special State assistance in any form. 
In addition to the framing of schemes, it should be the duty 
of the Board, the establishment of which we recommend, 
to watch over the fulfilment of this condition, and for this 
purpose it should make such arrangements as to inspection 
as may be necessary. Where financial assistance is given it 
should be a condition that the firms or companies in receipt 
of grants should be entirely British, and the grants should 
be issued only upon a certificate from the Board that this 
condition and any other conditions which may have been 
imposed continue to be satisfied, and the repavment of the 
whole or at least part of any grants should always be kept 
in view. Similarly, where import restrictions are imposed 
for the purposes indisated in this Report, the grant of 
licences should be regulated on the advice of the Beard. In 
any cases in which special protection may have been given 
against foreign competition by way of tariff or prohibition, 
it should be a function of the Board to consider complaints 
that svch protection bas been improperly used or has for 
any reason ceased to be in the public interest; and in all 
cases in which special assistance of the kinds suggested in 
this Report is given, the Board should have power to con- 
sider complaints as to the conditions and terms of employ- 
ment in such industries, and to require any changes to ho 
made therein which it may deem proper. For these purposes 
it should have the mght which has been exerzised with 
advantage by the contracting departments of the Govern- 
ment during the war to examine books and cost accounts, 
to conduct such enquiries as it may think necessary, and to 
publish its conclusions. The members of the Board should, 
we think, be appointed for fixed terms of years. 

Failing efficient and adequate output, the Government 
Should itself nndertake the manufacture of such articles as 
may be essential for national safety. 


ww 
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IMPORTS FOR OCTOBER-DECEMBER, 1917. 


Statement setting out the Imports into the Common- 
wealth of the undermentioned goods—the produce or manu- 
facture of the United Kingdom, other British Countries, 
Japan, the United States of America, and all countries— 
during the three months ended 3lst December, 1917. 





Ale & beer. 
Apparel & soft- goods 
Boots & Shoes “a 
Cocoa & chocolate 
Confectionery .. 
Cordage & twines 
Drugs & chemicals .. 
Earthenware, china, &e 
Fruit (fresh & dried) . 
Gold (bullion & specie) 
Grain—rice 
Hats & caps .. ae 
Implements & ma- 
chinery 
Musical instruments . 
Tron & steel .. ‘ 
Jute — (bags & 
sacks) o- 
Leather 
Manures 
Metals, manufactures of 
Oils in bulk = 
Paints, colours & var- 
nishes os 
Paper .. ° 
Rubber goods 
Spirits .. , 
Timber 
Tobacco— 
Manufactured 
Unmanufactured 
Vehicles 
All other articles 


Total 


‘ 
} 























IMPORTS OF SULPHATE OF 


heading of ‘“ Paints, 
almost entirely of sulphate of copper. 








JAPAN. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Australia writes with refer- 
ence to his report on the import trade of the Commonwealth 
during the first nine months of 1917, which appeared in the 
issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ 
and points out that the imports from Japan under the 


colours and varnishes ”’ 


for 





From From | From | Fr +" Total 
United | Other | Japan. | U.S.A. | Imports. 
‘INingdom., | | British | 
Countrics, 
£ | & £ 

24,513) 3 | — 25,657 
3,727,613) 44,452 489, 058, 316,699) 5,162,89) 
50,259) 3,731 3,262 25,269 89,298 
3,261/ 23,494) — 12,147) 59,319 
1,525) 21 4 7,845 10,314 
267,069 12,240 6,517 25,90 311,885 
303,463) 9,741 16,423) 102,709; 516,660 
64,631 59 32,127 148 87,953 
3) 23,748 oo 27,400 56,039 
5) 169,112) 534,298 377 7. 3.792 
= 280 24 — 14,060 
27 7,989 335) 18,993 9,259 64,219 
261 054 40,934 11,653; 457,182 87€,621 
28,3 0 4,860 2,750 67,585 103,187 
139,383 5,334 _ 203,095} 353,406 
12,335; 1,311,379 49 42| 1,323,918 
4,160) 255 290) 112,626 117,472 
149, 78,005 = — 95,196 
281,877 45,941 28,206) 363,855 746,326 
21,949 37,340 23,918) 320,670 691,622 
64,701 364 8,997 41,936 130,194 
938,427 82,666) 11,264; 210,001 759,832 
60,474! 39,097 1,352; 119,874 288,202 
417,727 11,6357 3 11,004 496,834 
163) 138,0/7 8,460) 157,454; 305,166 
2,852) 313 -- 6,042) 9,626 
— - 2 | 6,235 37,100 
53,839 56,794 721} 269.019 381,836 
457,290) 1,374,917) 400,202) 946,376) 4,723,161 
.| 7,358,126) 3,512,134) 1,698,834) 3,830,759) 18,553,494 


COPPER FROM 


7th March, 


consisted 
In 1913, the total 


importation of sulphate of copper into the Commonwealth 
was valued at £14,479, and practically the whole of it repre- 


sented imports from the United Kingdom. 





SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
MELBOURNE. 


The South Australian State Savings Bank was to celebrate 
the 70th Anniversary of its foundation on March llth. the 
progress of the Institution has been quite remarkable, us 


the following figures will show :— 


1907 
1917 


Number of 


16] 
294 


Depositors. 
855 


648 


Amount of deposit 


£10,308 ,4 


Balances. 


£5,320,872 


98 


These figures are exclusive of the money deposited in 
the Commonwealth Savings Bank, which is a separate inst1- 


tution. 


tion had deposits in the Bank. 
The following figures, showing the deposits per capita in 
the different Australian States are taken from the Common- 


They show that last year 68 per cent. of the popula- 
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wealth Statistician’s published reports, and show that 
South Australia is at the head of the list. 


1900-1. 1916-17. 

£ os. d. £ os. d. 

South Australia 10 10 O 25 5 9 
Victoria... | 8 0 6 22 11 2 
New South Wales" 8 0 8 2119 5 
Queensland -" 715 2 2119 O 
Western Australia 811 3 18 18 7 
Tasmania 516 9 13 910 


It is to be noted in this case that the figures include 
deposits in both the State and Commonwealth Savings 
Banks. 





BRITISH INDIA. 
SUGAR-CANE, RICE AND GROUNDNUT CROPS. 


The following information is taken from final General 
Memoranda on the sugar-cane, rice and groundnut crops of 
British India in 1917-18, prepared by the Director 
of Statistics to the Indian Government :— 





SuGAR-CANE. 


The Memorandum on the sugar-cane crop is based upon 
reports furnished by Provinces which contain 99 per cent. 
of the total area under sugar-cane in British India. 

The total area sown with sugar-cane is estimated at 
2,796,000 acres, as compared with 2,416,000 acres, the re- 
vised final figure of the preceding season, showing an increase 
of 16 per cent. The total yield of raw sugar is estimated 
at 3,229,000 tons, as compared with 2,728,000 tons, the 
revised figure for 1916-17, or an increase of 18 per cent. 
The present figures for both area and yield are the highest 
on record, On the basis of the figures given the average 
yield per acre of the present crop is 2,587 lb., as compared 
with an average of 2,529 lb. in 1916-17. 

The season, on the whole, was favourable, and the condi- 
tion of the crop is reported to be good, although excessive 
rain and floods injuriously affected the plants in parts of 
most of the important cane-growing Provinces. 

In addition to the areas for which particulars are given, 
the crop is grown on a very small scale in certain other 
tracts in British India, and the average area of such tracts 
for the last five years has been some 22,000 acres. An 
addition of approximately 29,000 tons should, therefore, be 
made to the total estimated yield given above. 


RIcE. 


The final General Memorandum on the 1917-18 rice crop 
of British India is based upon reports from Provinces com- 


prising ¥9 per cent. of the total area under rice, The 
statistics of acreage, outturn, etc., refer to all rice crops, 
The 


both early and late, in all the reporting Provinces. 
total area reported is 79,698,000 acres, as compared with 
80,080,000 acres, the revised final figure of the preceding 
season. There was thus a decrease of only 382,000 acres, or 
0-5 per cent. The total yield is estimated at 35,945,000 tons 
of cleaned rice, as compared with 34,791,000 tons, the 
revised final estimate of 1916-17, or an increase of 3 per 
cent. The present estimate of yield is the highest on record. 
The average yield works out at 1,010 lb. in 1917-18, as 
compared with 973 lb. in 1916-17, and 941 Ib. in 1915-16. 

The season has, on the whole, been favourable, especially 
for the winter crop, except in parts of Bombay and Sind. 
where the crop was adversely affected by heavy rain. 

An addition of 345,000 tons should be made to the above 
figures in respect of other tracts in India from which par- 
ticulars have not been received. 


GROUNDNUTS. 


The three Provinces of Madras, Bombay and Burma com- 
prise 99 per cent. of the entire groundnut area of British 
India. The total area returned as under groundnuts in 
1917-18 is 1,894,000 acres, as compared with 2,334,000 
acres (revised figure) for 1916- 17, or a decrease of 19 per 
cent. The total yield of nuts in shell is estimated as 
1,042,000 tons, as against 1,961,000 tons (revised figure) 
for 1916-17, or a decrease of 13 per cent. Climatie condi- 
tions have not, on the whole, been favourable for the crop. 
Failure of rains at sowing time restricted the area sown, 
while excessive rains damaged the crop in parts of Bombay 
and in Burma. The fall in prices, due mainly to shortage 
of tonnage for export, is also responsible for the decreased 
area under the crop 
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CANADA. 
DOMINION RESOURCES IN PULP WOOD. 


A valuable paper on Canada’s resources in pulp wood was 
read by the Director of the Dominion Forestry Branch to the 
Technical Section of the Canadian Pulp and Paper Associa- 
tion in March. 

The Canadian forests, the Director states, being of 
northern types, include a large proportion of conifers, and 
in the forest east of the Rocky Mountains there is a special 
predominance of spruce and balsam fir. This predominance 
is shown from the fact that spruce and balsam fir form over 
ninety per cent. of the pulp wood cut in Canada, and that 
they form forty-five per cent. of the cut of lumber. 

The species used in the making of pulp and paper in 
Canada are spruce, balsam fir, hemlock, jack pine, poplar 
and tamarack. 








SPRUCE. 

The Canadian spruces include five species: Red spruce 
(picea rubra); white spruce (2. canadiensis); black spruce 
(P. marina) ; Engelmann spruce (P. Engelmann); and Sitka 
spruce (J’, sitchensis). The first three named are the species 
found in Eastern Canada, and the last two are found in 
British Columbia. 

The black and the red spruces are found from Nova Scotia 
westward into Quebec almost to the border of Ontario, and 
the white and the black spruces through northern Quebec, 
Ontario, and the prairie provinces to the Rocky Mountains. 
In general these species are not differentiated in the manu- 
facture of pulp and paper, but black spruce is heavier than 
white and gives a greater yield of pulp per cord. There is 
marked difference between trees grown on well drained 
soils and those grown in the undrained muskegs, black 
spruce being the species which is generally found in the 
latter conditions. 

Engelmann spruce resembles white spruce very closely, and 
is differentiated mainly by botanical characteristics or those 
influenced by climate. Sitka spruce is a coast species, and 
is found in a belt not exceeding thirty to forty mises in wuitk: 
on the Pacific Coast of British Columbia. It is the largest 
in size of the Canadian spruces, being found up to sixty 
inches in diameter. The large clear timber required for 
aeroplane manufacture can best be obtained from this 
épecies, and it is now being largely used for this purpose. 
and may possibly be retained largely for such use in the 
future. 

The other spruces on well drained soils may reach twenty- 
four to thirty-six inches in diameter, but would more 
generally average between ten and eighteen inches in 
diameter, and from seventy to eighty feet in height. In the 
muskegs or poorly drained lands the diameter rarely 
exceeds nine inches. 

The spruces are particularly well adapted for pulp and 
paper making, the colour of the wood being white and the 
fibre a suitable length. The average length of the fibre 
in spruce is three millimetres. Spruce contains less resin 
than any other conifer, and such as there is is not in 
sufficient quantity to present any difficulty in the process 
of manufacture. 

Fir. 

Balsam fir is represented in Canada by four species: 
Eastern fir (Abies balsamea); lowland fir (A. grandis) ; 
amabalis fir (A. amabalis); and mountain fir (A. lasio- 
carpa). The first species is the only one found in Eastern 
Canada, and its range is westward to the Yukon. The 
other species occur only in British Columbia. The eastern 
species is used largely for the making of pulp and paper, 
and is now accepted generally for that purpose with spruce. 
The colour of the wood is white, the fibre length almost 
equal to that of spruce, but the resin content is greater 
than in spruce and is of a more troublesome character. 


HEMLOCK. 

There are two species of hemlock in Canada; the eastern 
hemlock (Tsuqa canadiensis) and the western hemlock 
(T. heterophylla). The former is found in eastern Canada, 
but has not a far northern range. Hemlock forms only 
4:7 per cent. of the wood used for pulp making in Canada. 
It is, however, much more largely used in the United 
States, forming fourteen per cent. of the quantity of pulp- 
wood used, and ranking next to spruce. As far as the 
qualities of the fibre are concerned. hemlock is well suited 
for the making of pulp. but the dark-coloured wood requires 
more intensive bleaching treatment. It is especially suit- 
able for coloured wrappings. 


PINE. 

Jack pine (Pinus banksiana) is used in small quantity 
by pulp mills. Its range is the whole of the northern part 
of Canada, and it is generally found on light, sandy lands. 
Its fibre is of about the same length as that of balsam fir. It 
has a much larger amount of resin and so requires an 
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alkaline treatment (sulphate process instead of the acid 

sulphite). It is very suitable for kraft papers. With the 

development of the practice of the chipping and baling of 

pulp wood for sale, jack pine should be used much more 

extensively, as it can be produced in this form in large 

quantities as a by-product of the sawn tie industry. | 
PopLar, 

Aspen poplar (l’opulus tremuloides) was the first wood 
used for paper making, but although it is perhaps the most 
widely spread species in Canada, it is used to a very smal] 
extent. The difficulty of transport owing to the wood not 
being readily floatable, and the shortness of the fibre, which 
affects the strength of the paper, prevent a more extensive 
use of this wood under present conditions. 

Harpwoops. 

Of the hardwoods none are at present being used im 
Canada for pulp making, and the only ones which occur in 
sufficient quantity to make their use a possible factor of 
any importance are birch, maple and beech. The wood 
of all of them is short-fibred, however. and it is probable 
that they will be found more valuable for other uses. In 
the United States these three species form little over 1 per 
cent. of the total wood consumed for the making of pulp. 

Types or Forests. 

The torests of the Maritime Provinces and of the Fro- 
vince of Quebec south of the St. Lawrence River, are placed 
in a type designated Acadian. It is generally a mixed type 
of hardwood and conifers, the principal hardwoods being 
birch, beech and maple, and the conifers red and white 
spruce and balsam fir. White pine at one time formed a 
considerable part of the stand, but now forms only a minor 
part. On the higher locations the type becomes purely 
coniferous, as, for instance, in the Gaspe peninsula. 

Along the St. Lawrence Kiver is a type now mainly com- 
posed of hardwoods which it is not necessary to consider 
from the present point of view. 

The Laurentian type covers most of the southern watcr- 
shed of the Laurentian formation in Ontario and Quebec, 
and is the great timber area of eastern Canada. This type 
includes a mixture of hardwoods and coniferous species, 
with the hardwoods decreasing going northwards until 
almost pure coniferous forests are found. The great white 
pine timber belt of Canada is in this region, and in it also 
is the largest area of spruce lands and the greatest develoy)- 
ment of pulp production. 

North of the Laurentian type lies a tract stretching from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, designated the sub-Arctic 
type, which is further divided into a southern and northern. 
This is a type composed of black and white spruce, balsam 
fir, jack pine, tamarack and poplar, but in the northern 
division the balsam fir disappears. As the Rocky Moun- 
tains are reached and westward, jack pine is replaced by 
lodgepole pine, and balsam fir by mountain fir. 


Tyres 1N BririsH CoLuMBIA. 

{n British Columbia there is greater variety in species, 
and a number of types may be distinguished, The southern 
mountain type and the coast type are the most important. 

The coast type includes a strip along the Pacific Coast 
not more than fifty miles in width, except near the southern 
boundary of the Province, and in this strip the big timbers 
are found. The chief species are the Douglas fir, western 
hemlock and cedar (Thuya plicata), which reach a magnifi- 
cent development. Mingled with these are giant fir, Sitka 
spruce, and cypress or yellow cedar. In the northern pari 
of the coast strip the Sitka spruce gradually becomes more 
important, and is found in almost pure stands. 

The mountain type comprises southern British Columbia 
and the Rocky Mountains south of about the 53rd degree 
of north latitude. It includes western yellow pine, western 
white pine, Engelmann spruce and western larch, with an 
intermingling of Douglas fir, cedar, hemlock, and lodge- 
pole pine. 

The Director of Forestry reviewed the pulp wood resources 
of the Dominion in detail, and it is hoped to publish later 
a summary of his remarks concerning the position in the 
various provinces. 








EXPORTS OF PAPER, WOOD-PULP AND 
PULP-WOOD. 


Year ending Chemical Mechanical 
Mar. 31 Paper. Pulp. Pulp. Pulp Wood. 
dols. dols, dols. dols. 

1912 3,867,119 1,587 535 3,506.700 5,697 901 
1913 6,324 .810 2.100.842 3,408,702 6,806,448 
1914 12 675,036 2.923.083 4,441,741 7,388,770 
1915 15,487 ,338 4.806 622 4,459,539 6.817.31] 
1916 20 021.270 6.801.011 3.575,537 5,743,847 
1917 26,072,646 14,032,920 § 371,133 6.448.189 
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SUBSTITUTE FOR PINE OIL. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
MONTREAL. 
United Kingdom engineers and others handling machinery 
for the extraction of wood oil will be interested to learn 
of a new development likely to cause considerable demand 
for that product in Canada. The mining companies in Cobalt 
and other districts have for some time past been 
hampered in their operations by the problem of find- 
ing a substitute for the pine oil of the Seuthern 
States, an essential factor in the “flotation’’ process 
of extracting metals. The labcratories of the Canadian 





) 


Forestry Department have now found a_ substitute 
in hardwood creosote oil, a by-product of the wood 
distillation industry. Miners and wood distillers are 


now assured of a cheap native product to take the place 
of one that is costly, and, under present circumstances, 
piactically unprocurable. 





ENCOURAGEMENT OF TRADE WITH BRITISH 
WEST INDIES. 

The Export Association of Canada, Ltd., whose activities 
during 1917 were recently referred to in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,’’ have made arrangements to send a repre- 
sentative to the British West Indies, with a view to the 
development of Canadian Trade with these Colonies. The 
representative, it 1s understood, will investigate the West 
Indies markets, and will make arrangements for the saic 
there, through reliable representatives, of Canadian goods. 








THE NATIONAL EXHIBITION. 

The Canadian National Exhibition will be held at 
Yoronto this year, from 26th August to 7th September 
inclusive. The keynote of activities there wili be production 
and conservation—the motto to be used in connection with 
the Exhibition being ‘‘Produce and Save.’’ 

It is intended to have a large exhibit of labour-saving 
machinery for farm purposes, including tractors. 

The Exhibition authorities are negotiating with a repre- 
sentative of the Government of Uruguay with a view to that 
Government taking space this year at the Exhibition. 

Colonel Noel Marshall, President of the Canadian 
National Exhibition, was expected to leave for England 
towards the end of April in connection with matters con- 
cerning the Exhibition and the Canadian Red Cross Society. 
When in London his address will be: The Canadian Red 
Cross Headquarters, 14-16, Cockspur Sireet, S.W. 1. 





UGANDA. 
RECENT MEASURES AFFECTING TRADE. 


The following Ordinances affecting trade have reeently 
been enacted by the Governor of the Uganda Prutectorate :— 
Tae Corton (War Prices) Orpinsvce, 1918. 

The first Ordinance (No. 1 of 1918) provides for the regu- 
lation of prices at which seed cotton is to be purchased from 
the growers. This Ordinance, which may be cited as the 
Cotton (War Prices) Ordinance, 1918, and is to be read as 
one with the Uganda Cotton Ordinance, 1908 (7.e., the prin- 
cipal urdinance), and the Uganda Cotton (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 1910, provides that the prices specified in the 
schedule to this Ordinance are to be standard prices for 
the purchase of seed cotton from the growers in certain 
specified localities, and that it shall be unlawful for any 
person to purchase seed cotton from the growers in any 
locality at a price other than the standard price for such 
locality. Sales and purchases under this Ordinance are 
subject to the rules and regulations now or hereafter in 
force under the principal Ordinance. 


REGISTRATION oF Propuce DEALERS. 


The Second Ordinance (No 2 of 1918) provides for the 
registration of produce dealers. This Ordinance, which may 
be cited as the Produce Protection Ordinance, 1918, and is 
to be read as one with the Produce Protection Ordin- 
ance, 1913, and the Produce Protection (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 1913, which Ordinances may be cited collectively 
as the Produce Protection Ordinances, 1913 and 1918, pro- 
vides that the power of making rules conferred on the 
Governor by Section VI. of the Produce Protection Ordin- 
ance, 1913, shall extend to rules providing for the licensing 
of buyers and growers and dealers in produce, and imposing 
fees and conditions for the issue of licences. 


The full text of the above-mentioned Ordinances may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
intelligence). 
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LAW REGULATING EXPORT OF CAPITAL AND 
IMPORT OF SECURITIES. 

A Law for the regulation of the export of capital from 
France and the import of securities into that country is 
published in the “Journal Officiel’’ of 4th April. 

iuXPORT OF CAPITAL. 

This Law, which was promulgated on 3rd April, provides, 
inter alia, that unless written authority to do so has first 
been obtained from the Ministry of Finance, no person resi- 
dent in France shall, either for his own account or for 
account of a third party (1) (a) assign out of France, by 
whatever means of credit or of exchange, for his own profit 
or for the benefit of any other person, a credit in securities 
or in cash for deposit or investment; (b) underwrite a 
capital issue; (c) agree to a loan to a person resident out 
of France; (d) buy out of France any securities, goods or 
products whatever, if the transaction involves for the person 
who carries it out, or on the account of whom it is carried 
out, the transference out of France of any kind of cash or 
securities: (2) send out of France, with a view to their 
realisation by the agency of a person out of France, securi- 
ties of which the value given in exchange (contrevaleur) is 
not remitted in frances, or would lead to a credit in foreign 
money of which the investment would not be in conformity 
with the requirements of the present Law. It is further 
provided that even when the above-mentioned authority 
has been received from the Ministry of Finance restrictions 
are to be made on certain transactions involving in effect 
the transfer of capital out of France if the sum involved 
exceeds 1,000 francs. The Law also enumerates classes of 
transactions to which its provisions do not apply. 

The words “ person resident in France ’’ embrace for the 
purposes of this Law not only individuals but all French 
and foreign companies in so far as their establishments 
operating in France are concerned, and the words ‘‘person 
resident out of France’? embrace for the purposes of this 
Law not only individuals but all French and foreign com- 
panies in so far as their establishments operating out of 
France are involved. 

IMPORTATION OF SECURITIES. 


The Law also prohibits the importation into France of 
all securities (shares, debentures, or bonds) and, in general, 
all securities, directly or indirectly, representing a part of 
a property or a credit. The creation in France of a certifi- 
cate conferring on the bearer a right to goods or properties 
existing abroad is also prohibited. Certain exceptions are 
specified to the above prohibition, these exceptions including 
any importation of securities which may be made under a 
general or special licence granted by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

The present Law applies also to Algeria, and later will be 
extended to the French protectorates in North Africa (2... 
Morocco and Tunis). The Law will remain in force until the 
expiration of a period of three months dating from the 
promulgation of the Decree which is to fix the date of the 
termination of hostilities. 

The “Journal Officiel’”’ of 5th April publishes the text of 
a Ministerial Order, dated 4th April, making rules for 
dealing with applications for licences under the above- 
mentioned Law. 

The full text (in French) of the above-mentioned Law and 
Ministerial Order may be consulted by British firms at the 
Enquiry office of the Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
velopment and Intelligence). 





SWEDEN. 





CREDITS FOR POST-WAR IMPORTS. 


The Swedish Minister of Finance has presented to the 
Rigsdag a proposal which has been received with the greatest 
interest by the whole financial and commercial community. 
The proposal, according to the ‘‘Berlingske Tidende,’’ is for 
the establishment of a special State-controlled and State- 
guaranteed Company for the support of the Swedish import 
trade after the war. In a Memorandum on the proposal 
the Minister of Finance points out that a shortage of goods 
is to be anticipated in view of the conditions arising out 
of the world war, and that the demands for advantages in 
connection with the export of goods from foreign countries 
will increase in proportion to this shortage. It has, there- 
fore, been found necessary to discover a method of providing 
the necessary credits abroad for application in respect of 
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those commodities whose provision is deemed to be of general 
importance for the country 

This end is sought to be reached by means of the establish- 
ment of a company, with a share capital of 10,000,000 kronor, 
to be subscribed by a group of the larger Swedish hanks 
As security for the 10 million kronor, 5 per cent. bonds of 
the Swedish Government are to be provided. 

The new and important institution will be controlled by an 
Executive of seven persons, the Government nominating the 
Chairman, the State Debt Department and the State Bank 
one member each, the other four members being nominated 
by the group of interested banks. It is the intention that 
the yearly return to the shareholders shall not exceed 6 per 
cent. After providing, in accordance with by-laws, for 
reserves and for dividends to the shareholders, two-thirds 
of the profit remaining is to be assigned to the Company, 
and one-third tu the State. 

After prolonged negotiations the Swedish Company for 
foreign credit took shape, an agreement in respect of its 
establishment having been reached between the Government 
Stocknolms Enskilda Bank, Skandinaviska Kreditaktie- 
bolaget, Stockholms Handelsbank and Gothenburg Bank. 
The directorate is to be constituted in the manner described 
above. 

With respect to the economic basis of the Company’s 
activities, itis to commence with a share capital of 10,0UU,000 
kronor as a minimum, and 3U,0UU,UUU kronor as a maximum. 
Beyond this it is to provide itself with funds for its opera- 
tions by the issue ot bonds, and the Swedish Government 
has piaced 10,UUU,000 kronor of State bunds at the disposal 
of the Company as a guarantee fund against the issue of its 
own bunds. As the Company is established exclusively with 
the purpose of tacilitating imports after the war by the 
provision of credit, it has been determined that the share- 
holders may not receive more than 6 per cent. in annual 
dividends. A possible surplus beyond what is necessary for 
this will, after setung aside certain sums for reserve, pass 
in great part to the State. The operations of the Bank will 
cease at the latest in 1923. 





ASIA. 





CHINA. 





INDUSTRIES AND TRADE OPENINGS IN 
YUNNAN PROVINCE. 


(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
YUNNANFU. 

The following notes on the chief industries of the Province 
of Yunnan, and ot possible openings icr trade there, may be 
read in conjunction with the articles on the mineral indus- 
tries and irrigation in the Province which appeared respec- 
tively on pp. 326-7 and pp. 348-9 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ’’ of 14th and 21st March. 


THE ELECTRIC LIGHTING INDUSTRY. 


There are two privately-owned companies at present 
engaged in the electric lighting industry in the Province 
of Yunnan. 

Tue First INSstaLiation. 


The first to commence operations, and the largest, is a 
company at Yunnanfu, with its power house at Shih Lung 
Pa, where the fall of water from the lake into the river 
is utilised. 

The plant consists of two 150 k.w. alternators driven by 
turbines, Klectricity is generated at 23,000 volts, 3-phase 
and 50 cycles, and is brought into the city at this voltage 
by a transmission line some 30 Engiish miles long, and 
transformed down at a sub-station at the West Gate of the 
city to 3,000 volts, at which voltage it is distributed to 
various centres and again transformed down to 110 volts 
for lighting purposes. 

Great difficulty is experienced with the transmission line, 
and a station was erected last year about half-way on the 
line with lightning arresters, but without very much result. 

Current is sold at a flat rate of one dollar per month for 
a 16 candle-power lamp, and at the rate of 30 cts. per unit 
for consumers who have meters. 
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The total cost of the installation is variously estimated at 
about 600,000 dols. The machinery is all German, being 
manufactured by Messrs. Siemens, Schukert and Co., and 
supplied through a local agency. 

The contract for all supplies during the war has been 
secured by a British firm, and it is hoped that very shortly 
a British engineer will be engaged to replace the German 
who was formerly in charge of the plant. 


THe Seconp INSTALLATION. 


The second installation is at Mengtsz, and is operated by 
a British-made alternator, direct coupled to an engine of 
British manufacture, which is supplied with steam from a 
boiler of the same make. 

The voltage of the alternator is 6,600 and is 3-phase, 
60 cycle, with an output of 80 k.w. 

It is the intention of the company which operates this 
plant to connect up with the neighbouring tin mines of 
Kotchiu by a high tension transmission line, the distance 
being about 15 Knglish miles, and to supply the mines 
with cheap power and light, The company estimate that 
1,000 h.p. will be required for the mines alone, which will 
necessitate the installation at Mengtsz of a turbine plant 
of this power and of the latest design. The company will 
then dispose of their present plant to a smaller neighbour- 
ing city. The engine room has been designed with a view 
to accommodating two 1,000 h.p. steam turbine sets. There 
is absolutely no water available at the mines for boiler 
feed purposes, so that it is impossible to install a separate 
plant at the mines, hence the proposed transmission line. 
Coal increases in price about four times when transported 
to the mine. 

High tension lines are run through the city of Mengtsz 
to the various transformers, at which the voltage is trans- 
formed down to 110 for lighting purposes. 

The only coal available 1s a very low quality colt grade, 
necessitating the use of steam biowers with the boilers. 

Electricity is sold in the city at the same rates as are 
charged by the first-mentioned company. 

The plant has been in operation about 15 months without 
a stop in the lighting service, and this has given much 
satisfaction to the shareholders. ‘he machinery, etc., was 
supplied by a British firm through their Yunnan branch. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 

There is a telephone installation at Yunnanfu, owned by 
a private company. It consists of an exchange for 100 
lines. ‘Lhe instruments in use are of Swedish make and 
are good. The poles and wires throughout the city are 
not satisfactory, and the insulators are of very small 
bobbin type, altogether unsuitable for the purpose; with 
the result that during the rainy season the whole service 
is frequently ‘‘ earthed.’’ Most subscribers have two lines. 
A charge is made of from 4 dols. to 5 dols. per month 
per instrument installed. The military authurities also have 
a private exchange. 

A system has long been projected to connect Mengtsz with 
Kotchiu-chang, Ling-An and Amichow, and it is now re- 
ported that the Yunnanfu company are about to make a 
start on this new work and have purchased the instruments 
and other requisites for the work in Shanghai. 


WATERWORKS IN THE PROVINCE. 


The contract for the first installation of waterworks in 
the Province of Yunnan was obtained by the Yunnan branch 
of a British firm, which secured the order for a large 
‘‘ Candy ”’ mechanical filter, piping, and accessories, for the 
town of Kotchiu-chang, the tin-mining centre. ‘This was in 
1915, and the installation is almost completed and water 
is laid on to over 1,000 houses. The water supply company 
is privately owned. 

This installation is peculiar in that there are no pumps: 
the water is drawn from hills many miles away, whence 
it is led by a stone duct to the edge of a cliff some 300 feet 
high. Down this cliff the water is conducted in a main, 
and coming from such an altitude a considerable pressure 
is developed. The present plant consists of a series of 
settling tanks and a storage reservoir. The water is filtered, 
and is distributed throughout the city by suitable piping 
laid on to the houses. The whole plant cost approximately 
60,000 dols., and is a success. The mains are opened several 
times a day, and a charge of one dollar per month is made 
for the service to each consumer. 
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THE SECOND INSTALLATION. 


The second installation, which is in the course of being 
astablished, is at Yunnanfu. This contract was secured by 
a firm of Haiphong, the expenditure amounting to about 
160,000 dols. 

In this case the water is pumped from a spring in the 
centre of the city to filters and reservoirs at the top of a 
near by hill, whence it is to be distributed throughout the 
city by mains. At present the installation is about half 
completed. The intention is to erect hydrants at suitable 
places, such as cross streets. and sell the water at so much 
per bucket. 


THE FLOUR MILLING INDUSTRY. 


There are two privately-owned flour mills in Yunnanfu. 
The plants for both are failures. 

The cost of the former, which is steam driven, was 
5,100 Shanghai taels c.i.f. Hong Kong; the latter is about 
the same size and cost, but is driven by electric motors 
operated by the local electric supply. , 

The machinery of both plants is defective in the cleaning 
processes, and consequently produces a brownish flour of 
about the same quality as that produced locally by native 
methods, but as the foreign machinery costs more to operate 
for a given output of flour than the native method, the 
foreign mills cannot compete. Consequently they are shut 
down, and their example is a great hindrance to prospective 
purchasers of machinery. 


MACHINERY EMpLoyen. 


Particulars available of the plant supplied to the first- 
mentioned mill are as follows :—. 

Total capacity of 50 barrels per day of 24 hours. (N.B.— 
No mention is made of the size of the barrels or the grade 
of the flour to be produced.) The machinery and accessories 
consist of two 18 in. geared ‘‘Queen of the South Mills ’’ 
(made in the United States); two No. 1 cleaners; two 
bolters 28 in. diam, x 8 ft. long; two elevators; six furrow- 
ing picks; six facing picks; the necessary shafts, pulleys. 
gears, etc.; one 20 h.p. horizontal-centre crank engine con- 
plete with governor, throttle, .two pulleys, pump, heater. 
cylinder lubricator and all necessary oil cups and pet cocks: 
two boilers for above engine, for half front setting, com- 
plete with half arch front, grates, grate bearer, boiler 
stand, research bars, ash doors, and frame safety valve. 
whistle and pipe, together with steam and water pipe to 
set engine and boiler 10 ft. apart between centres and 10 ft. 
of vertical exhaust pipe; one smokestack, 16 in. diam. 
x 35 ft. in length; one boiler feed pump; one tank; one 
tank supply pump; and piping to connect tanks with boiler. 

If a British firm would seriously take up the matter of 
four milling in Yunnan and secure samples of the wheat 
grown locally and return samples of flour milled from that 
wheat, and go into the business thoroughly with a view to 
future profits and markets there, a number of mills could 
be installed in the Province; but at present, seeing that 
these two mills are failures, it is not to be expected that 
much can be accomplished by the ordinary method of selling 
from a catalogue. A special effort must now be made to 
encourage this line of undertaking, and the firm that is 
willing to go to this trouble will be amply rewarded. 


PRINTING INDUSTRY AT YUNNANFU. 


The printing industry in Yunnan is confined to the ciiy 
of Yunnanfu, and consists of about a dozen printers’ shops, 
about ten newspaper offices, and a government printing 
establishment, at which latter is printed the official 
‘“ Gazette ’’ and proclamations and official books and records. 

All these establishments are equipped with cheap Japanese 
and Shanghai-made presses, type and lithos, which give 
continual trouble and are constantly under repair, which 
fact, however, does not seem to diminish the sale or the 
demand for this article. An attempt was made last year 
by a British firm to introduce British machinery at double 
the price, and the order was all but sceured when the 
question of guaranteeing delivery spoiled the business. 
and the order went to Japan. One would like to see a good 
British printing press at work in the city to produce a 
contrast with the cheap and gaudy work now turned out 
there, and it is hoped that after the war British merchanis 
may be successful in introducing British machinery, the 
solidity and good lasting quality of which would ensure 
future orders. 

There is a great business done in the printing of posters, 
notices and handbills, as the Chinese seem never to tire 
of sticking small posters up on the city notice boards, and 
all these must give the printers an immense amount of 
work. At present there is a scarcity of paper which tempo- 
rarily curtails the business. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INDUSTRIES. 


The following minor industries of the Province may be 
noted :— 
TANNERY. 


There is a Government tannery in Yunnanfu, in which 
there are seven machines of foreign manufacture for 
treating skins, also a boiler and a steam engine. 

The skins treated are produced locally, and the amount 
of finished leather turned out each year is estimated at 
150,000 catties, which is exported to Kweichow and Kuangsi, 
and is also used locally in the manufacture of saddles and 
harness for the military. 

The leather produced by the tannery is of very poor 
quality and does not compare with imported foreign leather, 
which is in great demand for sole leather. 


Matcn Factories. 


There are five natch factories in Yunnanfu, all privately 
owned. The most modern is supplied with Japanese 
machinery, which, however, is always under repair. This 
factory is reported to be able to produce 60,000 boxes of 
safety matches per month. The other factories are insig- 
nificant, having no machinery, and employing child labour 
under very unhealthy conditions. 

The competition of Japanese-made matches and _ the 
increasing difficulty in obtaining licences for the importa- 
tion of the necessary chemicals, has almost crippled the 
native industry. 


StILtK FILATURES. 


There is a small Government-owned silk filature in 
Yunnanfu, where girls are employed, and possessing one or 
two Japanese machines. Cocoons are purchased, and the 
produce sold, locally. 

There is also a small Government-owned silk weaving 
establishment, where men are employed. 

Neither of the above is of much importance. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
A note or two on the Government institutions 1s 


appended : —- 
Tuk ARSENAL. 


There is a Government Arsenal in Yunnanfu, but the 
machinery and plant are now obsolete, being neglected and 
for the most part ruined. The rifle-making plant is com- 
rleiely spoiled and is not now used. The cartridge-making 
plant is in a poor condition, but is worked, and is reported 
to be able to produce 80,009 rounds of cartridges per month. 
This claim, however, is much to be doubted. The Arsenal 
also produces a certain number of bombs. The metal re- 
quired is imported from abroad, but local sulphur is used, 
as well as other local minerals. The Director of the Arsenal 
has been trained in Japan. 

The plant consists of a steam engine and boiler, an 
electro-plating plant with dynamo, 21 lathes, 2 large 
presses, a planing machine, and several drilling machines, 
ali in a very dilapidated condition. 


Trhz MINT. 


The present condition of the machinery in the Yunnanfu 
mint is deplorable, aad the presses for producing dollars 
have been spoiled and are standing idle. The plant consists 
of 5 rollers, 10 presses, 20 planing machines, several drilling 
machines and lathes; also one copper furnace and a silver 
furnace. It is reported that the mint is able to turn out 
50,000 fifty-cent pieces per day, but this is very doubtful. 


INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 


This is a Government-owned factory for producing certain 
articles required locally, such as iron gates, tools, tables, 
rattan chairs, ete. The plant consists of 2 lathes, 2 drilling 
machines, 2 planing machines driven by an electric motor. 
This plant is in fairly good condition. 

THE RAILWAYS OF YUNNAN. 

Among the railways of the Province the French-owned 
Haiphong-Yunnanfu Railway, opened to Yunnanfu in 1910, 
stands first in importance, the distance from Haiphong to 
Yunnanfu being 863 kilometres. Yunnanfu lies at 1,856 
metres above sea-level, and the highest point on the line is 
reached at Chouei-T’ang, 34 kilometres from Yunnanfu, 
which is 2.925 metres above sea-level. 


THe Ko-Pr Ratiway. 
A line which has been contemplated for many 
vears is the Ko-pi Railway, a_ private’ enterprise. 


About the middle of 1914 a start was made on 
the survey and the laying of the track. A French 
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engineer who was formerly employed on the above-mentioned 
Haiphong-Yunnanfu Railway was engaged for this purpose, 
and has been in the employ of the Ko-pi Railway ever since. 
The order for rolling stock has been placed, according to 
reports, with an American firm at Shanghai. 

The whole length of the line is about 30 miles, whereas 
the distance as the crow flies is only about 8 miles. The 
line commences at the Pi-Shae-Chai Station on the French 
Railway, and runs down the side of the hills on to the 
Mengtsz plain, where the track makes a large bend towards 
the city. The track then runs straight across the plain as 
far as the town of Chi-Kiai, where there is another bend in 
the opposite direction around the foot of the hills to the 
mining town of Kotchiu, the line making two large curves 
resembling a capital letter S. 

The gauge is 60 centimetres, and the weight of the loco- 
motives about 20 tons. 

The object of the line is to connect the town of Kotchiu, 
through the city of Mengtsz, with the French Railway 
from Yunnanfu to Haiphong, and thus export tin; and at 
the same time to transport to the mines the coal and pro- 
visions that are now carried by bullock wagon or pack pony. 

At present one bullock wagon carries J0 slahs of tin, 
and a pony two. During the rainy season the road is almost 
impassable ; often a pony will be buried in the mire, and it 
is with extreme difficulty that it can be got out. Coal is 
carried by this method to the mines, thus quadrupling its 
cost; the same remark applies to rice. 

The track has been completed as far as Chi-Kiai, and the 
ballast laid, but not the rails. There are several small 
stone bridges, and only one tunnel. A start is also being 
made with the stations and sheds, but it is doubtful if the 
line will be really completed for years. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 








PROHIBITION OF EXPORT OF GOLD AND 
SILVER BULLION AND COIN. 

H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro calls attention to the 
provision in the Brazilian Budget for 1918 which authorises 
the President to prohibit the export of gold and silver, either 
in coin or in bullion. On 16th January, the ‘Jornal do 
Commercio” announced that the Minister of Finance had 
come to an arrangement with the Sao Joao d’E] Rey Gold 
Mining Company, and the Ouro Preto Company, whereby 
the whole gold produce of these companies’ mines is to be 
deposited at the Treasury. In an official statement published 
in the same journal, this measure is Justified on the ground 
that similar measures have been adopted by belligerent as 
well as neutral countries; that Brazil has a large paper cir- 
culation and very little gold reserve as a guarantee for it; 
and that this provision will tend to the stability of exchange 
and its maintenance at a higher level. 

H.M. Minister further reports that, according to ‘‘Wile- 
man’s Brazilian Review” of 29th January, the terms cn 
which bullion has been purchased by the Treasury are 
understood to be as follows: —The Treasury will take delivery 
of the bullion at the mines and will then cable the weight 
of gold and silver with instructions to the Delegacao Fiscal 
in London to pay value to the owners of the bullion accord- 
ing to the market price of the metal in London. This, it is 
estimated, should rule about 77s. 9d. per ounce of standard 
gold of 916°6/1.000ths fine. Monetary requirements in 
Brazil will be provided for by telegraphic transfer. 

According to official statistics, adds H.M. Minister, the 
value of gold remitted to the United Kingdom in 1917 was 
about £250,000, being nearly half the total export, while the 
remaining half went to the United States for transmission 
to Canada. 





MEAT INDUSTRY. 


Commenting on the future of the meat industry, ‘‘ Wile- 
mans’ Brazilian Review’”’ (Rio de Janeiro) of 26th Feb- 
ruary states that if Brazil’s rapidly developing meat 
industry is not prematurely checked by over-greed or foolish 
taxation, by the end of the year she should be supplying 
meat at the rate of 100,000 tons per annum. The abnormal 
rise in prices in the domestic market seems to show that, 
for the present, exports will soon reach a limit which can- 
not be exceeded without risk of Government interference. 

The risk is that the meat boom in Brazil may be over- 
done. The supply of meat is not unlimited, and most of 
the slaughterhouses have already suspended killing. Two 
new “ frigorificos,’’ however, are about to be opened, one at 
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S. Anna do Livramento, on the frontier of Rio Grande do 
Sul and Uruguay, with a capacity of 2,500 beeves, 500 
sheep and 500 hogs per day; and the other at Sao Paulo 
to deal with 2,500 cattle, 2,000 sheep and 3,000 hogs daily, 
As there are five or six other packing houses in Brazil, 
which for a year or more have been killing as hard as they 
could, it is not to be wondered at that there should be a 
scarcity of animals for slaughter and that prices should go 
up in consequence. Ranchers have made money as never 
before, and can afford to rest their herds for a while, 
Making a virtue of necessity, the packing houses are turn- 
ing their attention to swine, and so now pork, in its turn, 
threatens before long to become as scarce as beef. 





PREMIUMS FOR EUCALYPTUS TREE 
CULTIVATION, ETC. 


in view of the necessity of increasing the cultivation of 
essence-producing trees, especially of the eucalyptus tree, 
not. only in order to preserve the forest areas but also to 
obtain wood for fuel and construction purposes, the 
Brazilian Government has issued a Decree, published in the 
‘* Diario Official ’’? (Rio de Janeiro) of 8th Marchi, provid- 
ing for the award of premiums to planters of eucalyptus 
and other trees of recognised value for essence extraction, 
who make new plantations within a period of three years 
from the date of the Decree (6th March). The amount of 
the premium to be granted is 150 reis per tree of not less 
than 18 months growth and which has attained normal 
development, provided that the number of trees is not less 
than 500. The Decree also provides for free grants of land 
for the cultivation of the eucalyptus tree, etc., while cut- 
tings and seeds will be distributed gratis by the Botanical 
Gardens and other establishments under the. Ministry of 
Agriculture. 





PERU. 





CAPITAL OF INSURANCE 
According to the ‘“ Review of the River Plate’’ (Buenos 
Aires) of Ist March a telegram from Lima states that a 
Decree has been issued to the effect that all insurance 
companies which may be constituted are to invest one-half 
of their subscribed capital in bonds of the internal debt of 
Peru. 
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SALVADOR. 





ON PRESENT SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 


NOTES 


San SALVADOR. 


In the speech delivered recently by the President of 
Salvador at the opening of the Congress, he said that 
despite the national calamity agricultural conditions were 
satisfactory. Exports from the Republic amounted in value 
to 2,110,868 pesos in 1917, as compared with 1,963,317 pesos 
in 1916, representing an increase of 147,551 pesos, equal 
to £11,804. |The conversion has been made at the rate of 
ls. 7d. to the peso. } 

Improvement was shown in the revenue from spirits, and 
in the amount realised from direct taxation and from 
public works. 

The financial situation was satisfactory, and the three 
banking houses had maintained the requisite currency de- 
posits of over one-third of the value of their paper money 
actually in circulation. 

A bridge (San Martin) across the River Lempa was 
opened on 24th December, and it was hoped that it would 
facilitate communication with the Republic of Honduras. 
The new section of the raiiway from Zacatecoluca to San 
Vicente was inaugurated on 19th January last. 

Road-making occupied serious attention, especially as 
regards the roads leading from the Capital to the ports. 

The telephone system of the Republic had been improved 
and the overhead system had been converted into an under- 
ground one. The Mexican Government had made a gift of 


a wireless telegraph installation, which was in full working 
order, and communications were established by means of 


which important messages were received daily from the 
United States and Mexico. 

The British firm which had been engaged in canalisation 
and drainage works in the Republic continued to carry out 
the undertaking during 1917. Various concessions were 
granted last year. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 





{NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
encmy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (including Priority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special regulations governing trade with certain 
countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty reference should 
be made persunally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, tt may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 


trade. | 





AUSTRALIA. 
JEWELLERY, SILVER GOODS, CUTLERY, Etc.—A 


well-known Australian firm of wholesale jewellers, watch 
importers, diamond and manufacturers’ agents, desires to 
meet with British firms who wish to appoint overscas repre- 
sentatives. Agreements to become operative either immedi- 
ately or after the war. The classes of agencies desired are 
small proprietary lines, jewellery, watches, silver goods, 
cutlery and similar lines pertaining to the jewellery and 
fancy goods trade. A partner of the firm is in London for 
a few weeks. [See Note below. | 

Note.—Communications in connection with the foregoing 
should be addressed to the Official Secretary, Office of the 
High Commissioner in London for the Commonwealth of 
Australia, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 
TELEPHONES, TELEPHONE MATERIAL AND WIRE,.— 
H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner in Australia has forwarded 
copies of specifications, conditions of contract and forms cf 
tender in connection with calls for tenders by the Deputy 
Postmaster-General, Melbourne, as follows :— 

Sealed tenders wiil be received up to 3 p.m. on 2nd July 
for the supply and delivery of (1) galvanised iron wire and 
galvanised steel stranded wire (Schedule No. 1,436); (2) 
copper wire, H.D. enamelled covered and twisted pair, and 
copper sleeves (Schedule No. 1,449); and (3) telephones and 
diaphragms (Schedule No. 1,450). 

(See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above.} 

Copies of the specifications and conditions of tender, etc., 
may be obtained irom the General Post Otnces at Melbourne, 
Sydney, brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, and Hobart. bdeaied 
tenders, on the proper forms, will be received up to the date 
mentioned by the Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne. 
Preliminary deposits may be paid at the Utnces of tite High 
Commissioner in London, Australia House, strand, W.C. 2. 

A deposit of 2 per cent. on the first £500, and of 1 per 
cent. on the amount above that sum, is required with each 
tender; minimum deposit £2. 

The tenderer, if not resident in Australia, or if a company 
registered outside the Commonwealth, must name an agent 
in Austialia to receive notifications of acceptance and other 
notices uader the contract. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specifications, etc., 
may be consulted by British manufacturers and exporters 
at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 

MATERIAL FOR LOCOMOTIVE BOILERS.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner has also forwarded a copy of the speci- 
fication and form of tender in connection with a call for 
tenders by the Commonwealth Department of Works and 
Railways (Transportation and Stores Branch), for the 
manufacture, supply, and delivery of material for 10 ‘‘G”’ 
class locomotive boilers of all steel, or, alternatively, copper 
and steel. (Specitication No. CME/258.) (See Notice to 
Manufacturers and Exporters above.) 

Copies of the specification, etc., may be obtained from the 
Department of Works and Railways (Transportation and 
Stores Branch), and sealed tenders, on the proper forms, 
will be received at the Office of the General Superintendent, 
Melbourne, up to 6th June. 

Each tender must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
calculated on the following scale: For amounts under £200, 
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£2; for amounts exceeding £200, and not exceeding £500, 
£5; for amounts exceeding £500, and not exceeding £1,000, 
£10; for amounts exceeding £1,000, 1 per cent. on the 
amount of tender. 

The tenderer, if not resident in Australia, or if a company 
registered outside the Commonwealth, must name an agent 
in Australia to receive notifications of acceptance and other 
notices under the contract. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., may 
be consulted by British manufacturers at the Enquiry Office 
ot the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

|The time for the receipt of tenders is limited, and the 
above intimations will therefore be of use only to firms having 
agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed by cable. ] 





CANADA. 
TOBACCONISTS’ SUPPLIES, AND CANDIES.—The 


Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal reports that 
a firm of distributors at Winnipeg wishes to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of pipes, tobacco, 
cigarettes, tobacconists’ sundries, and also candies (bars pre- 
ferred), with a view to representing them in Western 
Canada. The firm claims to employ a staff of experienced 
salesmen and to supply numerous jobbers. It maintains a 
warehouse for storing goods, and states that it is in a posi- 
tion to advertise any new brand at a minimum cost. The 
territory covered by the firm is from Port Arthur to Van- 
couver, so that it is in close connection with dealers and 
general storekeepers in Northern Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. [Reference 
No. lll. See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters 
above. | 


SWEATER COATS, WATERPROOF COATS, AND 
LINOLEUMS.—H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner at Toronto re- 
ports that a business man in West Toronto desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of silk and 
woollen sweater coats. waterproof coats and linoleums, with 
a view to representing them in Ontario and Quebee Provinces 
after the war. [Reference No. 112. See Notice to Manufac- 
turers and Exporters above. | 

. ¥ 


MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN BUILLDERS' 
HARDWARE, POLE LINE HARDWARE AND SHEET 
METAL STAMPING.—A Canadian company manufactur- 
ing builders’ hardware, pole line hardware (outside con- 
structive work for telephone, telegraph and electric trans- 
mission lines), and sheet metal stamping (including drawn 
shells and formed shapes of all gauges), is in a position to 
undertake export orders and invites enquiries from United 
Kingdom buyers desirous of obtaining supplies. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN WASTE PAPER, 
COTTON WASTE, RAGS, SCRAP LEATHER, Etc.—A 
Toronto firm of dealers in old materiais, including waste 
paper, cotton waste, rags, scrap leather, scrap mohair, scrap 
celluloid, ete., would be glad to hear from United Kingdom 
buyers desirous of obtaining supplies. 


Communications in regard to the foregoing enquiries 
should be addressed to the Canadian Government Trade 
Commissioner, Portland House, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 


[Note.—In reference to the foregoing regard should be 
had to the restrictions on imports into, and on dealings 
in certain goods in, the United Kingdom.] 


* * 








EGYPT. 
SOAP; ARACHIS OIL; SODA.—The Acting British 


Consul at Cairo has forwarded a copy of the specification 
and tender form in connection with a call for tenders by 
the Kgyptian Ministry of the Interior (Lunacy Division), 
for the supply and delivery of 6,000 kilogs. of soap for 
laundry purposes, and 18,500 kilogs. of arachis oii and 
10,300 kilogs. of washing soda, required by the Abbassia 
and Khanka Asylums at Cairo, for the period of twelve 
months from Ist July, 1918. The oil and soda must be 
similar to specimen, and a sample of the soap offered is to 
be submitted with tender. [See Notice to Manufacturers 
and Kxporters above. | 


Copies of the specification and form of tender may be 
obtained from the Director of the Lunacy Division, Ministry 
of Interior, Cairo, at which address also sealed tenders, on 
the proper forms, will be received up to noon on 9th May. 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification and form 
of tender may be consulted by British manufacturers and 
exporters at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 
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[ft will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation, therefore will be of use only 
to firms having agents in Egypt who can be instructed by 
cable. 





MALTA. 


COTTON GOODS.—The Collector of Customs at Valetta 
(the Board of Trade Correspondent for Malta) reports that 
a firm of general merchants and commission agents in that 
city (already representing a number of United Kingdom 
firms) wishes to get into touch with a Manchester firm 
dealing in cotton goods and desirous of being represented in 
that island. [Reterence No. 113. See Notice to Manuiac- 
turers and Exporters above. | 


_— 


ARGENTINA. 

CATALOGUES, ETC., OF VARIOUS GOODS.—A firm 
in London which buys and sells for an associated trading 
company in Copenhagen, desires to obtain, on behalf of 
the newiy established branch at Buenos Aires of the trading 
company, catalogues and full particulars from United King- 
dom manufacturers and producers of the under-mentioned 
goods, with a view to doing business in these goods in the 
Argentine after the war. The Buenos Aires branch states 
that there is a large and extensive market in Argentina 
for these goods. [Reference No. 115. See Notice to Manu- 
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Bags (cotton) 
Bags (canvas) 
Bells 

Beverages 

soots 

Bradford goods 
Brushes 

Building materials 
Cardboard 
Cement 

Chalk 

Chamois skins 
Chemical apparatus 
Chemicals 
Church supplies 
Cigars 

Cigarettes 
Condensed milk 
Cotton goods 
Enamel! goods 
Furniture 

Garters 
Glassware 
Gramophones 
Glue 

Tron 

Kitchen utensils 
Leather 

Lighting materials 
Linen 

Linen goods 
Links 

Malt 

Malt extract 
Machines 
Machine implements 
Machine tools 
Manchester goods 
Metals 

Mill articles 
Mine tools 
Motor boats 
Motors (marine) 


Needles 

Nuts and screws 
Oils 

Paints 

Paper 

Paper bags 
Perfumes 
Pianos 

Picture cards 
Pumps 
Preservatives 
Provisions 
Railway construction material 
Railway tools 
tice 

Rubber goods 
Saddlers’ goods 
Salt 

Sanitary goods 
Saws 

Seeds 

Sewing machines 
Sheep clippers 
Shefficld goods 
Shoes 
Silk(sewing) 
Soap 

Steam engines 
Steel 

Steel tools 
Tea 

Textile goods 
Thread 
Tobacco 

Toys 

Trunks 
Ultramarine 
Wall- paper 
Watches 
Waterproofs 
Wire (all kinds) 
Woollen goods 





JAPAN. 


PROVIS’ONS, BEVERAGES, SOAP.—An old-established 
firm of manufacturers, exporters and importers at Kyoto, 
claiming to be well known throughout Japan, desires to 
open up business relations with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of or wholesale dealers in coffee, cake, sauces, sugar, 


beverages, and soap. 


[Reference No. 110. See Notice to 


Manufacturers and Exporters above. ] 





SPAIN. 


HARDWARE.—-H.M. Vice-Consul at Santander reports 
that a business man in that town (Spanish subject) wishes 
to represent, in Spain, a United Kingdom manufacturer 


specialising in hardware. 


The enquirer, it is stated, is an 


experienced traveller with an extensive connection; he 
claims to be in a position to secure good orders, cash against 
documents. [Reference No. 114. See Notice to Manufacturers 


and Exporters above. |] 


_ — 





_ 


May 2, 1918 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


EXPORTS TO RUSSIA PROHIBITED. 

An Order of Council dated 25th April orders ‘‘that the 
goods mentioned in the Schedule to the Proclamation of the 
10th day of May, 1917, as amended and added to by 
subsequent Orders of Council, and marked ‘‘(C)’’, which are 
at present prohibited to be exported to all destinations in 
joreign countries in Europe and on the Mediterranean and 
Black Seas, other than France and French Possessions. 
Russia, Italy and Italian Pussessions, Spain and Portugal, 
and to all ports in any such foreign countries, and to all 
Russian Baltic ports, should be prohibited to be exported te 
all destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in other 
foreign countries in Europe and on the Mediterranean. 
except Irance and [French Possessions, Italy and Italian 
Possessions, Spain and Portugal, and to all ports in any 
such foreign cuuntries.”’ 











APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA AND SIAM. 

The Fourth Supplement to the “ London Gazette ”’ of 
26th April contains complete lists, revised to the date men- 
tioned, of persons and bodies of persons to whom articles 
to be exported to China and Siam may be consigned, under 
the terms of the proclamation of 24th September, 1915. 

The lists, which have been prepared by the Foreign Trade 
icc, of the Foreign Office, supersede all previous 
ists. 

Copies of the Fourth Supplement referred to may be 
obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial Honse, 
Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, price 43d. each copy post free 


FOOD ORDERS. 








DISTRIBUTION OF BACON. 

Owing to delay in receipt of applications at the Ministry 
of Food, 1t wiil not be possible to bring the new scheme of 
bacon distribution fully into effect on the due date. Ample 
supplies, however, have been and are being issued to the 
trade, and importers and wholesalers can in the meanwhile 
distribute freely within their area in accordance with de- 
mands upon them, even though they are not supported by 
the prescribed forms. Retailers, however, must not sell to 
consumers except on prcduction of meat cards (including 
supplementary and emergency cards) and detaching of! 
coupons. 

In modification of the existing rules of the Bacon Distribu- 
tion Scheme, any retailer or secondary wholesaler requiring 
more than 5 ewt. per week of bacon and ham combined may 
for the present obtain his supplies from two suppliers 
altogether (wholesalers or importers), in place of from one 
only. 





POTATOES SOLD BY WHOLESALE. 

Potato Traders in England and Wales who desire to sel! 
potatoes by wholesale after 3lst May should apply for thi 
renewal of their certificates of registration not to the 
Ministry of Food, but to the National Federation of Fruit 
and Potato Trades Associations, Tavistock Hotel, Covent 
Garden, London, W.C. 2, or to the Manchester Offices of 
the Federation, 306, Corn Exchange, Manchester, or else 
to Associations affiliated to the Federation. Scottish dealers 
should apply to one of the following Associations : —Glasgow 
and West of Scotland Potato Trade Association, 135, 
Wellington Street, Glasgow; Edinburgh and East of Scot- 
land Potato Trade Association, 34, North Bridge, Edin- 
burgh; or the Perth, Fife and Forfar Potato Trade Associ- 
ation, 41, South Methven Street, Perth. Members of th: 
Co-operative Wholesale Society should address their appli- 
cations to the headquarters of the Society. 





REVOCATION OF WHEAT ORDERS. 

The Wheat (Seed) Order 1918, No. 21, issued on 10tii 
January, 1918, has been revoked as from Ist May. Under 
the Order No. 21 it was forbidden to use except for the 
purpose of seed (a) in any part of the United Kingdom 
any wheat of the varieties ‘‘ White Marvel,” ‘ Red 
Marvel,” and “April Bearded’? grown in the British 
Islands; (b) in Ireland any wheat of the variety ‘‘ Red 
Fife,’? grown in the British Islands. 
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The effect of the revocation of the Order will be that on 
and after lst May the surplus stocks of these varieties of 
wheat which are no longer required for seed, will be avail- 
able for millers. 


IMPORTERS (RETURNS) ORDER. 


In order to ascertain the anticipated supplies of certain 
food-stuffs, an Order has been issued requiring importers 
to declare particulars relating to shipments of canned goods 
(meat, fish, poultry, game, rabbits, fruit), condensed and 
dried milk, cheese, eggs, dried fruits, coffee and cocoa. 
Returns will be required weekly. 

Applications for the necessary forms should be made 
without delay to the Secretary, Ministry of Food (Statistical 
Branch), Palace Chambers, London, S.W. 1. Postage need 
not be paid. Importers include persons to whom the goods 
come or are originally consigned, and such other persons as 
may be designated by the Food Controller as importers. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 

A notice, dated 30th April, has been given by the Lord 
Chancellor’s Office to the effect that in accordance with the 
Rules Publication Act, 1893, the Rule Committee of the 
Supreme Court have made Rules of Court under Section 1, 
sub-section 5, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918. 

Copies of the Rules may be obtained from H.M. Stationery 
Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 














RAW COTTON (RETURN OF SALES) 
ORDER. 


The Raw Cotton (Return of Sales) Order 1918, dated the 
29th day of April, 1918, made by the Board of Trade under 
Regulations 2l°., 2G. and 2JJ. of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, is as follows :— 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of their powers under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations as respects Raw Cotton, hereby order as 
follows :— 

1. —All persons who buy or sell raw cotton of any growth 
either at spot prices or for ferward delivery shall 
make a return of every such purchase or sale to the 
Official Values Committees of the Liverpool Cotton 
Exchange at such times and in such form and giv- 
ing such particulars as the Official Values Com- 
mittees may require. 

2 —The Official Values Committees may issue instruc- 
tions as to the making of such returns and as to 
the preservation of samples or redraws upon which 
sales are made and may vary such instructions 
from time to time as occasion may require, and 
may call for further returns and require the pro- 
duction of such samples or redraws, either gener- 
ally or in any particular case. 

3.—-Instructions issued by the Official Values Com- 
mittees shall be posted in the Liverpool Cotton 
Exchange and notice thereof may be given in any 
other manner as the said Committees think fit. 

4.—All persons shall obey any instructions issued by 
the Official Values Committees under this Order. 

5,—Infringements of this Order are summary offences 
under the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

6.—This Order mav be cited as The Raw Cotton (Return 
of Sales) Order, 1918. 





RESTRICTIONS ON DEALING IN TIN. 


The following Order has been made by the Minister of 
Munitions under date 26th April :— 

The Minister of Munitions, in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon him by the Defence of the Realm Regulations 
and all other powers thereunto enabling him, hereby orders 
as follows :— 

1. No person shall, as from the date hereof until further 
notice, purchase, sell, or—except for the purpose of carrying 
out a contract in writing existing prior to such date for the 
sale or purchase of Tin—enter into any transaction or 
negotiation in relation to the sale or purchase of Tin situated 
outside the United Kingdom, except under and in accoruance 
with the terms of a licence issued under the authority of the 
Minister of Munitions. 

2. No person shall, as from the date hereof until further 
notice, purchase or take delivery of any Tin situated in the 
United Kingdom, except under and in accordance with the 
terms of a licence issued under the authority of the Minister 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


549 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 





of Munitions; or sell, supply or deliver any such Tin to any 
person other than the holder of such a licence and in accord- 
ance with the terms thereof. 

3. No person shall, as from the date hereof until further 
notice, except under and in accordance with the terms of 
licence issued under the authority of the Minister of Muni- 
tions, use any Tin for the purpose of any manufacture or 
work except for the purpose of a contract or order for the 
time being in existence certified to be within Class ‘“‘A”’ in 
the Order of the Minister of Munitions as to priority dated 
the Sth March, 1917. 

4. All persons shall in the first seven days of each month 
commencing with the month of May, 1918, send in to the 


Director of Tin Supplies, 1, Metal Exchange Buildings, Whit- 


tingion Avenue, E.C. 3, monthly returns of :— 

(a) All Yin held by them in stock or otherwise under 
their control on the last day of the preceding month, 
specifying the quality thereof. | 

(b) All Tin purchased or sold by them for future 
delivery and not yet delivered on such last day, specify- 
ing the names of the sellers to or purchasers from them, 
and the quantity and quality, and time and place of 
delivery in each case, and the position of the Tin at the 
date of the return. 

(c) All Tin delivered to them during the preceding 
inonth, and from whom purchased. 

(d) All contracts or orders existing on the last day of 
or entered into during the preceding month requiring 
for their execution the use of Tin, specifying the pur- 
poses thereof and the quality of the Tin to be used. 

(e) Such other particulars as to Tin as may be 
required by the Controller of Non-Ferrous Materials 
Supply. 

Notwithstanding the above, no return is required from 
any person whose total stock of Tin in hand and on order 
for future delivery to him has not at any time during the 
preceding month exceeded 5 ecwt. 

0. Fer the purpose of this Order the expression ‘Tin”’ 
shall mean Tin of all qualities, and shall include Sheet and 
Rolled Tin, Tinfoil, Scrap Tin, Tin Ores and Concentrates, 
Tin Residues, or any of them. 

Note.—-All applications for licences should be made to the 
Director of Tin Supplies, Metal Exchange Buildings, Whit- 
tington Avenue, London, E.C. 3, and marked ‘‘Tin Licence.” 

very applicant for a licence must state the amount and 
quality of metal reguired by him per month, and the use 
to which it will be put. 

-Any person acting in contravention of or failing to comply 
with the above Order, or making a false return, will be 
gailty of an offence under the Defence of the Realm Regula- 
tions, and be iiable to penalties of fine and imprisonment. 





TRANSACTIONS IN GOVERNMENT STOCKS. 

The Treasury give notice that the new regulations for 
facilitating transactions in connection with Government 
stock made under Section 37 of the Finance Act, 1917, took 
effect as from 2Uth April. Copies may be purchased through 
any bookseller or directly from H.M. Stationery Office. 

The new Regulations enable the Banks of England and 
Ireland (inter alia) in certain cases to recognise stock as 
being held by trustees, and also to pass transfers of stock 
executed by a majority of trustes. The attention of trustees 
is, however, drawn to the fact that those Regulations and 
the Statute under which they are made do not justify 
trustces whose trusts are governed by English or Irish law 
in acting by a majerity if they are not empowered to do so 
by the terms of their trusts. There is a difference in this 
respect between trusts governed by English or Irish law, 
and those governed by Scots law, for under Scots law a 
majority of trustees can act in the absence of a provision to 
the contrary in the trust deed. 

Before, however, trustees, whether English, Irish, or Scots, 
can act by a majority for the purpose of dealing with 
Government stocks under the new Regulations, a demand in 
the specified form must be signed by all the trustees; this 
demand being liable to revocation at the instance of any 
trustee. The fact that a transfer discloses that the Stock 
belongs to a trust or that the transfer is executed by a 
majority of trustees, will not, however, in any way affect 
the transferees. 





COAL MINES ACT, 1911. 


The Secretary of State for the Home Department has given 
notice that he proposes to make General Regulations in 
substitution for the General Regulations made under the 
Coal Mines Act, 1911, and dated 9th September, 1913, to 
apply to all mines under that Act in which ganister or other 
stone containing not Jess than 80 per cent. of silica (S, Oz) 
is worked. 
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FINANCE. 
REPORT OF THE IMPERIAL BANK FOR 1917. 


The report of the German Imperial Bank for 1917 opens 
with a survey of the general economic situation of the 
country, from which the Norddeutsche Aligemeine Zeitung 
quotes the definite statements that the production of steel 
and coal was once again in excess of last year’s totals; that 
the output of ordinary coal almost reached the normal peace 
level, while the output of lignite surpassed the 1913 figure; 
and that the revenue of the railways from goods traffic, 
which was higher in 1916 than in 1915, was even higher in 
1917 than in 1916. 

One of the chief aims of the Bank during the year under 
review was to make the money market available to its 
fullest capacity for the war loans. To this end new invest- 
ments, except in concerns of national importance, were 
prohibited, and measures had to be adopted on the one 
hand against the deplorable and uneconomical hoarding of 
hard cash, and on the other in support of the increased use 
of credit instruments to cancel indebtedness. 

The adverse German rate of exchange was a subject of 
constant solicitude to the Bank. Until the end of October, 
1917, the mark exchanges in neutral countries became 
steadily worse. But in the autumn the Bank was able to 
bring about an improvement by means of several credit 
arrangements in foreign countries. Towards the end of 
October the Bank also made large purchases of marks, first 
in Amsterdam, and then in Switzerland and Scandinavia. 
This policy, in conjunction with the improved military and 
political situation, raised the declining mark in Amsterdam 
from 48 per cent, to 24 per cent., in Switzerland from ol 
per cent. to 31 per cent., and in Stockholm from 63 per 
cent. to 33 per cent. 


PareR HOLpINGs. 


With reference to the holdings of bills, cheques, and 
three-months Treasury warrants, the highest amount was 
15,632°51 million marks (on 29th September), the lowest 
8.17261 muillion marks (on 23rd Jaruary), and the average 
10,499:55 million marks (as against 6,591°64 millions in 
i916). The note circulation cf the Bank at the end of the 
year was 11,467-7 million marks, as compared with 8,004-7 
million marks at the end of 1916. The total was made up 
as follows: 3,022;4 million marks in 1,000-mark notes, 
1936-1 million marks in 100-mark notes, 1,085°7 million 
marks in 50-mark notes, and 2,423°5 million marks in 
20-mark notes. ‘To these must also be added the notes of 
the loan banks, totalling 6,264-5 million marks at the end 
of 1917, as against 2,872-9 million marks at the end of 1916. 


GOLD. 


For the first time in the war period the gold holding of 
the Bank showed a decline instead of an increase. The 
following returns are of interest: At the end of each of the 
years named the gold holding was (in millions of marks) : 
1917, 2,406-6; 1916, 2520-5; 1915, 2,445-2; 1914, 2,092°8; 
1913, 1,169-9; 1900, 500-6. One reason alleged for the reduced 
gold holding is the increased export of gold in payment for 
necessary imports. In this connection, however, the report 
points out that whereas from the outbreak of war until the 
end of 1917 the Imperial Bank shows an increase of the gold 
holding by 1,153 million marks, the Bank of England shows 
an increase of only 426 million marks, while the Banks of 
France and Russia (up to 5th November, 1917, the last 
occasion on which the Russian bank issued a return) show 
an actual decline, in the one case of 667 million marks and 
in the other of 673 millions. 


DEPOSITS. 


The average of the Bank’s deposits in 1917 (2,098-13 
million marks) was twice as large as in 1916 (1,059-84 million 
marks), and nearly eight times as large as in 1913. 
Vorwdrts points out that the augmented note circulation 
and the increased deposits have had the effect of worsening 
the cover for daily liabilities. 


TURNOVER. 


The turnover of the Bank in 1917 amounted to 
2 029,000,000 marks, as compared with 1,257,000,000 marks 
in 1916: the net profits to 97,300,000 marks (96,300,000 
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marks in 1916); and the dividend to 8:72 per cent. (8-68 
per cent. in 1914). The Imperial Exchequer reveived 44-) 
million marks as a war tax. 


SALE OF COLONIAL SHARES TO FOREIGNERS 
PROHIBITED. 

A Bundesrat Order dated 20th January, published in the 
Deutscher Leichsanzeiger on 10th April, and coming into 
force on the day of publication, prohibits all transference 
to foreigners, or to German subjects whose domicile or 
permanent residence is outside the German Empire, of 
shares or other participatory rights in colonial companies 
or in any of 39 companies enumerated in an appendix to 
the Order. Of the companies so enumerated 14 have their 
headquarters at Berlin, 8 at Hamburg, 4 at Bremen, 4 in 
London, 2 in Liideritzbucht, 2 in Cologne, 1 in Capetown 
1 in Diisseldorf, 1 in Emden, and 1 in Windhoek. - 


MUNICIPAL BORROWING AFTER THE WAR. 


During the war (according to a telegram from Berlin to 
the Ltheinisch-Westfdlische Zeitung) the municipalities 
have been able to satisfy their financial requirements by 
means of loans only to a limited extent, and in all proba- 
bility they will not find this any easier when the war is over. 
It is intended therefore to make the Loan Banks available 
for the needs of the municipalities. ‘The Loan Banks wil] 
be put in a position to advance long-dated loans to the 
Communal Unions at a rate of interest a little below that 
current in the open market. 


SYNDICATION, AMALGAMATION, 


FUSION IN THE PLATE GLASS INDUSTRY. 


The Spiegelmanufaktur Waldhof A.-G., which ‘was 
founded last November with the co-operation of the Siid- 
deutsche Discontogesellschaft and bought the Mannheim- 
Waldhof branch of the French plate glass and chemical 
Manufacturing firm Saint Gobain, Channy, and Cirey, from 
the official liquidator, is about to raise its capital from 
4,000,000 to 8,000,000 marks in order to acquire the 
Deutsche Spiegelglas A.-G., in Freden, which has a capital 
of 3,000,000 marks. Three shares of the last-named concern 
will be exchanged for four shares of the Mannheim com- 
pany, and the enlarged business will be called by the name 
of the smaller company, though the registered office of the 
new enterprise will remain in Mannheim. The Freden 
company paid 12 per cent. dividend in 1917, as compared 
with 6 per cent. in 1916 and 4 per cent. in 1915.—(Frank- 
furter Zeitung.) 

POTASH SYNDICATE EXTENDED TO 19926. 

The 3lst March, 1918, was the last day for notifying any 
withdrawals from the Potash Syndicate, which a year ago 
was extended for a further twelve months. As no firm has 
notified its intention of leaving the syndicate, the organi- 
sation will be continued until 31st December, 1926.— 
(Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.) 


MINERALS AND METALS. 
PROSPECTS OF THE METAL ORE IMPORT. 


The head of an unnamed firm, which before the war 
specialised in importing ores into Germany, informed an 
interviewer, the Hamburgischer Correspundent states, that 
in his opinion the tendency in Germany during the war 
period has been to overrate the significance of imported 
ores for German industries. Of course Germany needed 
copper ore in tie first instance, but the efforts of the Entente 
to cut off the Central Empires from raw materials have not 
much likelihood of succeeding. It is true that by means of 
paper agreements Germany has been deprived of the copper 
ore of the countries where she satisfied her requirements 
before the war—America, Australia, Japan, and the Congo. 
The various companies, which are now completely under 
English influence, have made mutual agreements for years 
to come, so that there is little chance of Germany obtaining 
the ores directly. Her principal sources of supply will now 
have to be Turkey and the Caucasus, but no exaggerated 
hopes should be nursed of their possibilities. The deposits 
are but little developed, and German companies will have 
many difficulties to overcome in Turkey, where the in- 
habitants are anything but friendly. The German Govern- 
ment has not sanctioned the foundation of a special copper 
impo1ting company, for experience has shown that after the 
war untrammelled trade will be in a better position than the 
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Government to obtain in the world market the copper 
required by German industry. 

The same authority also holds that Germany can no longer 
count on the lead and zinc ores which before the war were 
imported by a ring of German firms from Australia, and 
made up 90 per cent. of the total imports of these metals. 


In this case also Turkey may be helpful. 


The proposal of an Import Syndicate for Iron Ores has 


again been dropped, as the Government has no intention of 


controlling this branch of import. As a matter of fact, a 
shortage of iron need hardly be feared, and accordingly 
The Polish 


of German private undertakings is hardly promising. The 
Ukraine, on the other hand, may be relied on to yieid 
valuable iron ores, especially for the Upper Silesian in- 


- dustrial centres, provided that normal conditions are restored 


in transport. As for Swedish iron ores, much will depend 


_on whether or no the Swedish Government succeeds in its 





\ efforts to attract sufficient capital for smelting in Sweden 


» itself. 


Hitherto these efforts have had no great success. 
Moreover, it must not be overlooked that the favourable 
trade balance of Sweden rests largely on the export of iron 
ore. In German iron circles the view finds currency that the 
Swedish Government should be made to feel that German 


industry is not wholly dependent on Swedish supplies. One 
point, however, should be remembered. Even if there is no 
intention of regulating the import of iron ore in_ the 


transition period, the tonnage problem may nevertheless 
make such regulation necessary. The tonnage situation will 
indeed have no small influence on the solution of the whole 
preblem of ore imports. 

The only State import organisation which has come into 
being is for pyrites, of which German industry requires 
considerable quantities. 


COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
COMMERCIAL ADVANCEMENT OF BAVARIA. 


The Bavariaa Parliament has voted money for a consider- 
abie increase of staff in Department II of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (whose function is the advancement otf 
Bavarian industry, trade, and commerce) and for the 
strengthening of Bavarian representation in other countries 
by the appvintment of commercial attachés. These funds will 
be available for use from lst April. Commercial attachés 
have already been appointed to assist the representatives of 
Bavaria in Berlin and Vienna, and it is stated that a com- 
mercial Attaché will be similarly appointed at Berne in the 
near future. Meanwhile Department II of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs is being reorganised and extended. The 
Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten gives an account of this 
reorganisation. 





AUSTRIA. 





INCREASED IMPORT OF IRON ORE FROM SWEDEN. 
At the meeting of the directors of the Austrian Mining 
and Smelting Works Company held on 7th April, a net profit 


_ of 12,720,412 kronen was announced, which shows a slight 








increase over last year’s profit. The report of the meeting 
contains some interesting statements. The average wages 
of a workman in July, 1914, were 4.43 kronen per day; at 
present, including the addition for food, they amount to 
13.77 kronen per day. The average wages per annum were 
1,769 kronen in 1916, 2,521 kronen in 1917, and now amount 
to more than 4,000 kronen. The Company, which employs 
1,600 workmen, has built a large new blast furmace and 
enlarged its Martin steelworks, besides carrying out other 
improvements. In September, 1917, the Company sold its 
interest in the Strassa ore mines, from which it used to 
obtain 2,500,000 ewt. per annum, but by an arrangement 
with the Grangesberg Oxelésund Company it has: secured a 
yearly supply of about 7,000,000 cwt. of Swedish iron ore.-- 
(Die Zeit.) 
PROPOSED VIENNA FATR. 

At a meeting of the Lower Austrian Crafts Association a 
motion in support of a Fair at Vienna was adopted with 
acclamation. The mover of the resclution referred to the 
success of the Leipzig Fair, the proposal for a Fair at Basle, 
and the need of a Fair for Austria. The President of the 
Association declared that the Council would give speedy 


_ onsideration to the resolution.—(Norddeutsche Allqemeine 


Zeitung.) 


Ow 
—— 





Shipping Intelligence. 
GERMAN EAST AFRICA, 


PORT LANDING REGULATIONS, &c., IN THE 
CONQUERED TERRITORY. 

The ‘Official Gazette’? of the East Africa Protectorate 
of the 20th February publishes a General Notice (No. 167), 
being port landing regulations for the control of the land- 
ing of passengers and private cargo in the conquered terri- 
tory from vessels other than H.M. transports. These Regu- 
lations, which may be cited as the Port Landing Regulations, 
1917, provide, inter alia, that all cargo other than Govern- 
ment and military stores arriving at or leaving ports in the 
conquered territory in vessels other than Government trans- 
ports or dhows are to be landed and shipped by and under the 
control of the Port Captain. Vessels are to provide all neces- 
sary and usual gear for working cargoes, whilst 
the landing of heavy weights cannot be guaranteed. All 
consignments, therefore, should be shipped in packages of 
such size and weight as will enable them to be man-handled. 

These Regulations contain a schedule of charges for 
stevedoring, landing, shipping, and transhipping cargo, 
including wharfage, based on a rate of 4 rupees per ton for 
general cargo. 











BOLIVIA. 


MAMORE RIVER STEAMER SERVICE. 

The United States press announce that a telegram has 
been received from La Paz advising that the new service 
of small steamers on the Mamoré River between Guajara- 
Merim and Quatro Ojos (see p. 35 of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ of 10th January) has been placed in operation. 
These steamers will cover a distance of about one thousand 
miles and will open up the north and north-eastern districts 
of Bolivia. Quatro Ojos lies in the region of Santa Cruz, 
and in the past has had no connection with the large river 
points in the north. With the inauguration of the service 
in question the products of vast interior regions are now on 
the river route to the Lower Mamoreé and via the Madeira- 
Mamoré Railway to the Amazon and the world. 


PORTUGAL. 
TOWAGE CHARGES A'T LISBON. 


The ‘‘ Diario do Governo ” (Lisbon) of Ist Aprii publishes 
a Decree (No. 4001) approving revised tariffs, drawn up by 
the Lisbon Port Administration, of towage charges in 
respect of both foreign and national vessels visiting the 
port. ‘The charges fixed replace those approved by the 
Decree of 30th March, 1917, and will provisionally remain 
in force for one year. 

The revised tariffs may be consulted by British firms in- 
terested at the Department of Overseas Trade (Develop- 
ment and Intelligence). 














UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
PORT IMPROVEMENTS AT NEW ORLEANS. 


ior some years past New Orleans interests have been 
desirous of constructing an industrial canal and ship locks, 
connecting Lake Pontchartrain with the Mississippi River, 
and offering water frontage to private enterprise and 
industry. With this end in view the Association of Com- 
merce in New Orleans endeavoured to obtain an authorisa- 
tion for the Board of Port Commissioners to issue bonds to 
the amount of 25,000,000 dols. for the construction of the 
canal, This was approved by the State Legislature in 1914. 
The war intervened, however, and nothing was done, but 
since the entry of the United States into the war, and the 
consequent demand for facilities for the construction of 
tonnage, the project has been revived, and it is understood 
that the work will now be proceeded with. 

It is pointed out that New Orleans is a shorter distance 
both by rail and water from the iron and coal fields and the 
steel centres than is any shipbuilding port in the United 
States. The city is also favourably situated as regards the 
supplies of timber. Labour is plentiful and housing condi- 
tions good. The desire is to make New Orleans the point of 
storage and distribution for the Mississippi Valley in the 
revival of inland water traffic that is now taking place in 
the United States. 

The projected canal, which will run from Lake Pontchar- 
train to the Mississippi, gaining entrance into the river by 
means of locks, will probably have an average depth of 
about 32 feet, and will be from 70 to 100 feet wide.—(New 
York Journal of Commerce, 28th March.) 


_- 
—_ 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


LEVY ON INDIGO EXPORTED FROM BRITISH 
INDIA. 

It is stated in the Official ‘‘Indian Trade Journal’’ of the 
15th March, 1918, that an Act (No. iii of 1918) was passed on 
the 6th March, 1918, providing for the levy of a cess on 
indigo exported from British India. 

The Act is entitled the Indigo Cess Act, and came into 
operation on the Ist April, 1918. It provides that there shall 
be ievied on all indigo produced in India and exported from 
any Customs port to any port beyond the limits of British 
India, or to Aden, a cess at the rate of one rupee per maund 
of 822 pounds avoirdupois, provided that where any prepara- 
tion of indigo mixed with any other substance for use as a 
dye is so exported, the cess shall be levied on such proportion 
of the total weight of such preparation as the Governor- 
General in Council may determine by rule under this Act. 

The proceeds of the cess collected under this Act shall be 
applied to meet the cost of such measures as the Governor- 
General in Council may cunsider it advisable to take for 
pating research in the interests of the indigo industry in 
ndia. 














EGYPT. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF GOLD COIN 
Oh INGOTS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Proclamation which has been issued by 
the Commander-in-Chief, Egyptian Expeditionary Force, 
dated ist February, 1918, prohibiting the importation of 
gold into Egypt. 

The clauses of the Proclamation relating to the prohibition 
are as follows :— 





1. ‘The import of gold into Egypt, whether in the form of 
coin or in ingots, is prohibited save under licence from the 
Military Authorities. 

2. All gold brought into Egypt in the form of coin, or in 
ingots, shall be declared to the Customs Authorities, and in 
default of such declaration will be liable te confiscation, upon the 
order of such authority as I may appoint. 

5. Gold brought into Egypt and duly declared to the Customs 
Authorities shall be exchanged against legal tender for an equiva- 
lent amount in the case of coins which are legal tender at the 
rate at which such coins circulate, and in the case of ingots and 
of all other coins, according to their gold content. For this 
purpose ingots shall be liable to be assayed. 

Provided that in the case of coins of a less value than £10 
which are duly declared, the Customs Authorities shall have a 
discretion to leave same in the possession of the persons by whom 
they are declared. 

4. Application for licences for the import of gold shall be 
addressed to the War Trade and Licensing Officer, Ministry of 
Finance. 

5. For the purpose of this Proclamation import into Egypt 
shall mean import across the Customs Line. 





IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS: COTTON 
MANUFACTURES. 


The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel’”’ of the 18th March con- 
tains a list of revised Taritf Valuations (No. 1) for use in 
assessing duties on cotton manufactures imported into Egypt, 
with effect from the 16th March to the 15th May, 1918, or 
until denunciation, as follows :— 


Import 
Daal 
ARTICLES. OP mann andl 
(2.2046 Ib.). 
*Millidmes. 
Grey T and longcloths, domestic and cabot ......... 239 
Grey shirtings, grey twills, grey cambrics, and grey 
DL . skcicsntacheinisbedeisebiavenaineihcuhiinbublaseuneess 305 
Grey mulls and grey doriahs ..................005 sssseess 404 
eae alicia aici eatiiealbinla dsb ieuatiadaiie 349 
Crapes, dice checks, herring bones, sateen stripes, 
bleached or grey, all common qualities ............ 365 
Swiss checks, bleached or grey .................csescee00 322 
White longeloths (soft or hard finish) .................. 221 
White tanjibs, soft finish, white doriahs, soft 
finish ; white cambrics, soft finish; white mulls... 404 


White shirtings; white croydons; white twills [fine 
light shirtings (batiste) are excluded] ............ 350 
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NS tics sicienisivediobibienbusandiieniinineninchinditentine 454 
SION» sini wnicnsniadbidiinexuneirheanndthonuminnin .. 464 
I  iscicscrsonwinnciisaamemmeninaieliongnn 233 
PE TP II vscicesncvesescrncsescenesensccovesensnecss 522 
Cotton flannelettes and printed flannelettes ......... 467 


Fancy cloth, red, coloured or sateen stripes (Bazin) 402 

Plain dyed cloths, sateens, black drills, Turkey red 
common brocades (excluding printed sateens, 
mercerised sateens, jaconettes, linings, and fine 


iat atti arltiaeaitaendnniinbanliinniidetuiNbetin 423 
Drills, grand drills and cetaries. ..............seseeeeee 257 
CPREOPGER, CUTTOME GUBTIEIES once... ccsccsccssceccesesesssecees 398 


NOTE.—The tare allowance for bales is fixed at 3 per cent. 
Duty is leviable on the valuations shown at the rate of 8 per cent. 
* 1,000 milliemes = £E.1. = £1 Os. 6d. 





NEW ZEALAND. 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of Minister’s Order 
D31, which has been issued by the Customs Department of 
New Zealand, giving decisions as to the classification of 
various articles under the Customs Duties Act on their 
importation into the Dominion. 

The following are the more important of the decisions 
contained in the Order :— 


tate of Import Duty. 
On Goods the 
produce or 
| On Foreign | manufacture 
_ Goods. of any part of 
the British 
Dominions. 


| Tariff 


. an 
Articies. | Item. 


saline acaideineiiininitcieabmemeaes oe _— ee 


j t 


Articles and materials suited 
only for, and to be used | 
solely in, the fabrication of | 
goods within the Dominion 
viz. :— | 

Aluminium tips for use in | 
manufacture of bullets 

Felt and felted textile, in the 
piece or in discs, declared 
for the manufacture or , 
repair of pianos .. .. | { 482 

Glasses, convex, for repair o 


Free Free. 
! 
motor-car head-lamps | 








Steel, bevelled, for the manu- 
facture of planer-knives 
Bottles, plain cast glass, not 

cut or ground, and with- 
out stoppers, even though | 
graduated in ounces and 
suitable for use for steriliz- | 
ing milk or as infants’ | 
feeding-bottles .. .. | 319 | Free 
Cardamom seeds, ground .. 74 30% ad val. 
Cardamom seeds, unground 272 | Free 
Chains for flexible shafts of | 
horse-clipping machine, | 
imported separately .. {| 371 10% ad val. | ree 
Machine for aerating liquids, 
viz. :-— 
Carbonating-cylinders or 
mixing-tanks (including 
tanks on hand rockers 
with inlet and safety 
valves, also tanks with 
hand-paddle attach- 
ments or forced-spray 








ee ee ee 


Free 
20% ad val. 


Free. 


oer + cereus in age oevse aoe 


attachments) .. «) 15% ., »| 5% ad val. 
Motor vehicles, fittings for, 
viz. :-— 





Seat-covers, hood-covers, | 
and luggage-bags, pecu- 
liarly suited for the 
equipment of motor-cars | 194 (A) | 20% ,, ,,}10% ., ., 

Tyre-economizer appliances 








(“ T.X.L.”’) - .. | 194(A);| 20% , ,;10% , » 
Veneered cardboard .. | 201 





30% » i 20% » » 


[Notr.—A “ primage duty” of 1 per cent. ad valorem is levied 
on all the above goods in accordance with the “ Finance Act, 1915.” 


This duty is payable on importation, and is levied irrespective of | 


whether the goods are otherwise liable to duty or not.| 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 





S.W. AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


UNION CUSTOMS AND EXCISE TARIFFS 
OPERATIVE. 

The “Official Gazette of the Protectorate of South-West 
Africa’? of the 28th February, 1918, contains copy of a 
Proclamation (No. 6 of 1917) applying the duties specified 
in the Union of South Africa ‘‘Customs and Excise Duties 
Act, 1917’? (No. 36 of 1917) to the Protectorate. 

{[Note.—-The effect of the above-mentioned Proclamation 
is that the Customs and Excise Duties and Regulations at 
present in operation !n the Union of South Africa are now 


operative throughout the Protectorate of South-West 
Africa. | 








EUROPE AND AFRICA. 
FRANCE. 








INCREASE OF DUTIES ON ALCOHOLIC 
PRODUCTS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a French 
Customs Circular dealing with the provisions of the French 
Law of the 22nd February, respecting the taxation of 
alcohol in France, to which reference was made in the 
notice at page 306 of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ for 
the 14th March. 

By the Law in question, the general consumption duty on 
alcohol was raised from 400 to 600 francs per hectolitre 
of pure alcohol. 

[The consumption duty on alcohol is levied on alcoholic 
beverages, and on certain products in the manufacture of 
which alcohol is used, whether the goods are made in, or 
imported into, France. | 

The manufacturing tax on beer is raised from 50 centimes 
to 1 frane per degree-hectolitre. This involves a_ propor- 
tionate increase of the Customs duty on imported beer, 


i.e., from 15 to 17 francs per 100 kilogs., gross weight, 
under the ‘“‘General’’ Tariff; and from 10 to 12 franes per 


100 kilogs., gross weight, under the “ Minimum” Tariff. 

The circulation tax (drovt de circulation) on wines is in- 
creased from 3 francs to 5 francs per hectolitre; that on 
cider, perry, and mead from 1 franc 60 centimes to 2 francs 
50 centimes per hectolitre. 

The increase of the consumption duty on alcohol involves 
an increase of the Customs duty applicable to alcohol ex- 
ceeding 12 degrees contained in ordinary wines, which 
duty, in accordance with the Law of Ist February, 1899, 
is to be equal to the internal consumption duty on alcohol. 
The new duty is accordingly 6 frances per degree (of alcohol 
in excess of 12 degrees), or 60 centimes per 01 degree, 
as compared with the former rates of 4 francs and 40 
centimes, respectively. A similar increase is involved as 
regards the Customs duty on raisin wine and all other 
beverages not specially mentioned in the French Tariff 
(No. 173 bis of the Tariff). These beverages pay a Customs 
duty, per degree and per hectolitre, equal to the consump- 
tion duty on alcohol, the duty collected not to be less, in 
any case, than 15 frances per hectolitre of liquid. 





TARIFF CLASSIFICATION OF ASPHALT, ETC. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of copy of a recent 
French Customs Circular containing a decision of the com- 
petent authorities with regard to the classification of asphalt, 
bitumens, or pitch of mineral oil, under the French Tariff. 
The decision is as follows:.- 
Asphalt, bitumens, or pitch of mineral oil, when theis 
melting point is over 100 degrees C., are classed as 
‘‘Bitumens’’ (Tariff No. 193) ; in other cases, 7.e€., when 
the melting point is 100 degrees C. or belew, they are 
classed as ‘‘Heavy oils and residues of petroleum and 
other mineral oils’? (Tariff No. 198). As an exception, 
varieties of pitch of petroleum and of schiste [(‘‘ Max- 
phalt’’ (bitumen), ‘‘ Astic’’ pitch (semi-solid), and 

‘Flux Oil’’ (almost fluid)j, used by the highways 

authorities for making up roads, are admitted free of 

duty under the following conditions :— 

(a) That the pitch be imported direct ; 

(b) That the importer enter into a bond to prove, 
within a determined period, that the material has 
been used for road-making, under a penalty of 
double the amount of duty otherwise chargeable. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
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EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board cf Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign |. 
Office, of copy of a French Presidential Decree, dated the 
18th April, and published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for the 
19th April, in virtue of which the exportation and re-exporta- 
lion of tne undermentioned articles from France is 
prohibited : — 

Pyrogallic acid; apparatus and parts of apparatus made 
of quartz and other materials impervious to acids; brooms 
of sorghum fibre; acetylene burners; teak wood; corbonate 
of lead, in a natural state, or mixed with fatty matter ; felt 
hats, whatever be their state of manufacture, in shapes, 
hlocked, shaped or trimmed; preserves (confitures), with or 
without sugar; celluloid wares; compounds of nickel, stron- 
tium and tungsten; compositions and products suitable for 
electric insulating ; iron and steel wire rope; cylinders, discs 
and rolls for gramophones and phonographs; diamonds cut 
or pierced for industrial purposes ; cinematograph films ; 
graphite, pure and mixed; vegetable ivory (corozo) and 
buttons thereof; citron juice, orange juice, citronelle and 
citrates ; typewriters ; metals, pure or alloyed, and their 
compounds, viz., iridium, palladium, osmium, rhodium, and 
ruthenium ; oxalates ; oxides of tin and of lead (litharge and 
minium), and stanniferous waste; salts and compounds of 
lead; Japanese paper; fireproof pottery and bricks with a 
inagnesia base; precious stones in the rough (except precious 
stones cut and artificial stones in the rough or cut); sulphur 
and pyrites, mixed with spent residues from purification 
(completés par les masses d’épuration épuisées); thio- 
sulphates and polythionates; tubes and pipes for boilers, 
sluices worked by steam, gas or water, screws, etc. (articles 
de visserie); basket makers’ wares, and articles of rattan 
cane; vinegar. 

[Nore.—Certain of the foregoing prohibitions of export 
are extensions of prohibitions previously in force. | 





FRANCE (Madagascar). 


TARIFF TREATMENT OF GOODS 
TRANSHIPPED EN ROUTE TO THE COLONY. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 

Oilice, of information to the effect that, as a temporary 
measure, goods which are exported from the United King- 
dom to Madagascar, and which are transhipped en route 
to their destination, notably at Zanzibar, Durban, or 
Mauritius, will, on arrival in Madagascar, be accorded the 
Tariff treatment to which they would he entitled if they had 
been transported direct (7.e., they will obtain the benefit of 
the “Minimum”’ Tariff rates of duty if they are the produce 
or manufacture of the United Kingdom). 

This concession is subject to the condition that a certificate, 
issued by the French Consul at the port of transhipment, 
be produced to the Customs authorities in Madagascar, 
attesting that the goods were merely transhipped, and were 
not subjected to any other operations. 








MOROCCO. 
EXPORT PROHIBiTIONS (FRENCH ZONE). 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of an Order, dated the 16th March, and 
premuigated on the 25th March, which adds tobacco, cigars, 
and cigarettes, of all kinds, to the list of products and wares, 
the produce or manufacture of Morocco, the export of which 
from the French Zone is prohibited. 

A further Order of the same date adds bran to the list of 
goods of Moroccan origin, the export of which from thie 
French Zone may be permitted only in so far as concerns 
such quantities as are not retained by the ‘‘Service de 
l’Intendance,’’ and under licences issued by the Director of 
the Service. 








NORWAY. 


EXPORT OF BAMBOO AND CANE 
MANUFACTURES PROHIBITED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
Christiania to the effect that the exportation from Norway 
of bamboo, cane, and the like, and articles manufactured 
therefrom, has been prohibited. 


[Note.—The exportation of bamboo canes was already 
prohibited. | 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 


ITALY. 
RELAXATION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON 
CERTAIN BRITISH GOODS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that the Italian authori- 
tics have agreed to licence, without restriction of quantity, 
the importation into Italy of :— 

Laces, tulles and embroidery of any textile material 
coming from the United Kingdom. This concession, 
which will permit, inter alia, of the unrestricted impor- 
tation of silk crepe, is an extension of that previously 
announced, under which ‘ cotton laces and tulles ’’ and 
‘“embroideries ’’ were to be admitted into [taly frem this 


country. 
PORTUGAL. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, to the effect that a Portuguese Decree 
was promulgated on the 25th April, which provides that, as 
from the Ist May, Customs duties are to be paid in gold on 
the basis of converting a variable proportion of the duty 
into gold at the par rate, the proportion depending on the 
current rate of exchange. 

When exchange on London rises above 38,54d. to the 
escudo, the total amount of duty will be payable in gold at 
the par rate of exchange (44 escudos to the pound sterling). 
When the exchange is 298d., one-half the amount of duty 
payable will be converted into gold at that rate, and the 
other half at par; and the proportion of the duty to he 
converted into gold at the par rate will vary as the rate 
of exchange fluctuates between 294d. and 38.°d., or falls 
below 298d. 

[Notre.—Hitkerto the Portuguese Customs duties have 
been levied in terms of the paper escudo at the rate of ex- 
change of the day on which payment was effected.) 


PORTUGAL AND PORTUGUESE 
COLONIES. 


TRADE IN OLEAGINOUS SEEDS AND 
PRODUCTS THEREOF. 

The ‘Diario do Governo”’ for the 26th March contains a 
Decree (No. 3,973) of the 23rd March, regulating trade in 
oleaginous seeds and products derived therefrom. 

By this Decree a Commission is instituted (‘“Commissio 
reguladora do comércio das oleaginosas e seus derivados’’), 
consisting of representatives of the Ministries interested, 
and representatives of Portuguese and Portuguese Colonial 
traders in seeds and oils. The functions of this Commission 
will be: to fix the prices of oil seeds and their products in 
Portugal ; to fix the special surtaxes to be levied on exports 
from the Portuguese Colonies and on exports and re-exports 
from VPortugal; to determine, with due regard to the 
national requirements, the classes of oil seeds and their 
products which should be imported into Portugal,‘and those 
which may be exported and re-exported from that country ; 
to consider and advise as to what economic compensations 
should be sought from those countries to which oil seeds and 
their products are allowed to be exported from Portuguese 
Colonies or Portugal. 

[t 1s expressly provided that the provisions of this Decree 
shall not apply to trade in products derived from oleaginous 
materials, which are manufactured in factories established 
in the Portuguese Colonies. 

Palm oil, copra, and oleaginous seeds produced in the 
Portuguese oversea Possessions, shall, when destined for 
exportation, be shipped preferentially to the mother country. 
When, owing to lack of shipping for Portugal, stocks of these 
products accumulate in the Colonies, the export thereof may 
be allowed, under licence, direct to foreign countries, allied 
or neytral, and so far us may be, under the conditions recom- 
mended (as to economic compensations) by the Commission, 
which body is to be consulted in each case. This, however 
does not apply to castor and pulghera seeds, the export of 
which is to be allowed to the mother country only. 

The re-export from Portugal, to allied or neutral foreign 
countries, of the products referred to above, and the export 
from Portugal to such countries of manufactured articles 
derived therefrom, may be authorised by the ‘‘Ministro das 
Subsisténcias e Transportes,’’ on application being made by 
the interested parties, whenever the Minister (having con- 
sulted the Commission with regard to the matter) decides 
that such export or re-export is to the advantage of the 
national interests. 




















CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 


SWEDEN. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
Stockholm to the effect that the exportation from Sweden o! 
the undermentioned articles has been prohibited as from 
the 19th April :— 

No. in Swedish 
Customs Tarcff. ARTICLES. 

812 Spades, shovels (not being household 
utensils), and hoes, forks, hay forks, and 
similar large fork-shaped hand tools, also 
hand rakes and reapers’ rakes—all these 
with or without handles; also other hand 
tools, not specially mentioned (in the 
Swedish Customs Tariff) for agricultur 
or horticulture, including lawn mowers 








Ex. 814 Seythes and sickles, with or without 
handles. 
Ex. 858 Photogen stoves, iron. 


992 to 996 *Gas, photogen, benzine, and other com 
bustion and explesion motors ; also hot-air 
motors. 

1005 *Machines for drilling metals, provided 
they do not exceed 500 kilogs. net in 
weight each. 

Ex. 1006 to 1011 *Drilling machines weighing more than 
500 kilogs net each, and milling ard 
planing machines for metal working, also 
separately expoited mandrils (spindle. 
pinol and = support mandrils), also 
supports, exchange boxes, and dividing 
(adjusting) apparatus. 


1012 Saw frames and parts thereof, other than 
saw blades. 
1013 *Lathes and boring, chiselling, milling. 


and sawing machines, for foot or hand 
power, intended for wood working, even 
if furnished with belt pulley, but pro- 
vided tnat they weigh not more than 5) 
kilogs. net each. 

Ex. 1014 to 1016 *Lathes and miliing, planing, sawing and 
chiselling machines, intended for wood 
working and not falling under the pre- 
ceding heading; also all other wood work- 
ing machines not specially mentioned (in 
the Swedish Customs Tariff). 

Ex. 1022, 1023 *Cofee and spice mills and mincing 
machines, and machines or apparatus for 
making ices. 

Ex. 1029, 1030 *Milk-skimming machines of all makes, 
also milk separators, milk centrifuges and 
radiators: worked by mechanical power 
or by hand or foot power, even it 
furnished with belt-pulley. 


Ex. 1034 *Pumps of all kinds, fans, ventilators. 
compressors, blowing and refrigerating 
machines, and outer coverings and inner 
rotatory parts of such machines. 

Ex. 1034 *Milk coolers and churns. 


Ex. 1034 *Pneumatic machines and tools. 

1056 to 1059 *Fittings, not specially mentioned (in the 
Swedish Customs Tariff), for machines. 
apparatus and piping, exported loose or 
separately, such as valves and cocks, 
steam whistles, lubricating apparatus, 
separators, and outlets for water of con- 
densation or oil, pulsometers and 
hydraulic rams, centrifugal reguiators, 
and mixing apparatus tor bath ap- 
pliances; also injectors and _ ejectors: 
consisting principally of iron, and other 
kinds. 

[Note.—The prohibition of exportation of such machines, 
etc., as are marked * applies also to parts of such machines, 
etc., not specially mentioned (in the Swedish Customs 
Tariff), whether finished or not. | 
TEMPORARY EXEMPTIONS FROM CUSTOMS DUTY 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of a Swedish Decree (No. 
156), dated 22nd March, prolonging the period of exeimp- 
tion from Customs duty from the Ist April to lst 
December, 1918, of condensed milk (except milk in her- 
metically sealed vessels. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic infor- 
mation from H.M. Minister at Stockholm to the effect that 
the Customs duty on pressed fruit conserves (Hx. No. 164 
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of the Swedish Tariff) imported into Sweden has been 
suspended as from 14th April to 30th June, 1918, inclusive. 


UNITED STATES AND LATIN AMERICA. 
UNITED STATES. 
IMPORT OF CASTOR BEANS AND CASTOR OIL. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of a Bulletin (No. 24) of the 'lextile Alliance 
Inc., containing the rules and regulations, approved by the 
War Trade Board on the 19th March, concerning the im- 
portation, purchase and sale of castor beans and castor oil. 

All importations of these commodities are to be consigned 
to, or endorsed to the ‘‘Textile Alliance Inc., of New York.” 

These regulations, which tollow the same general lines as 
those noted at pp. 323-524 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ 
for the 14th March, may be inspected by British traders 
interested, on application, at the Department of Overseas 
Trade icsiuitittidaiaeniaeniaiaaiennits 

HAITI. 
STATISTICAL TAX ON MAIZE AND COTTON 
EXPORTED. 

The Loard of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
lice, of copy of a Haitian Decree, dated 22nd February, 
and published in ‘‘Le Moniteur” for the 20th-23rd February, 
imposing a statistical duty on the exportation of maize and 
cotton trom the Republic of Haiti at the following rates :— 

American Gold. 
Maize, per 100 lb. 50 cents. 
Cottom, pet MOD TR.  ......c.ccccrsecssecseees 1 dollar. 

The duties took effect on the 3rd March and will remain 

in force tor the duration of the war. 


HONDURAS. 
EXPORT DUTY ON COCONUTS. 


H.M. Consul at Tegucigalpa reports that on 18th February 
the Honduranean Congress issued a Decree authorising the 
increase of the export duty on coconuts from 1] dollar 50 cents 
to 2 dollars (United States currency) per thousand. 


MEXICO. 
EXPORTATION OF PRECIOUS METALS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a translation of a Mexican Decree, dated the 22nd 
March, regarding the exportation of gold and silver, and 
the importation of gold. This Decree provides as follows : — 

Article 1.--Kxportation of silver bars, and bars of mixed 
yold and silver, can only be effected with the special per- 
mission, in each case, of the Ministry of Finance and Public 
Credit. 

Article 2.—As regards the export of minerals and con- 
centrates containing, gold and silver, the provisions of the 
Decree of 27th Septenver, 1917, will remain in force. (See 
pages 260-1 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for !st 
November, 1917.) 

Article 3.—The absolute prohibition to export gold bars, 
native and foreign gold coin, and native silver coin, con- 
tinues to remain in force. 

Article 4.—By previous arrangement, in each case, with 
the Ministry of Finance, the export of Mexican silver 
dollars may be permitted, provided that, at the same time, 
a quantity of gold equivalent to the commercial value of the 
dollars be imported into the country for coinage at the Mint. 

Article 5.—The Monetary Commission, acting in concert 
with the Ministry of Finance, shall purchase such quantity 
{ bars, gold and silver, as they may consider advisable, tor 
‘oinage or storage at the Mint. 

Article 6.-—Imports of gold bars, and of native or foreign 
9old coin, are exempt from the payment of Consular fees, 
and will not require Consular invoices. 7 


PARAGUAY. 
EXPORT DUTY ON QUEBRACHO EXTRACT. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oifice, of information to the effect that, in accordance with 
a Decree dated the i8th February, the export duty on 
quebracho extract exported from Paraguay was to be 
reduced, as from the Ist March, from 10 dollars to 5 dollars 
(gold) per metric ton. 

[Paraguayan gold dollar=4s.; metric ton=2,204_ Ib. 
avoirdupois. | 
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continued. 


EXCISE CHANGES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


OFFICIAL VALUATIONS FOR EXCISE DUTIES 
ON COTTON. 

The Official ‘‘Indian Trade Journal’? of the 1st March, 
1918, contains copy of Notification No. 2079D, dated 23rd 
February, 1918, which has been issued by the Governor- 
General in Council under the provisions of Section 7 (i) of 
the Cotton Duties Act, 1896. The notification fixes the 
valuations of various descriptions of cotton goods, with effect 
from the lst March, 1918, upon which the Excise Duties 
specified in the above-mentioned Act will be based. 

— valuations contained in the Notification are specified 
below : — 











Grey qoods, plain or bordered. 
Tariff value 


per lb. 
ts. A. P. 
1. Chadars and bedsheets, plain, or having only 
borders not over {4 in. _ aes on. 2 2 oe 
2. Dangari and Khadi cloth ... ies si .. O14 6 
5. Dhuties, cholas, dupattas lungis, and gumchas. 
plain, or having only borders not over { in... 1 3 3 


4. Dhuties, cholas, dupattas, lungis, and gumchas 
having only borders over { in. but not 


over 3 In, - ” mn ons im 2 ee 
5. Dhuties, cholas, dupattas, lungis, and gumchas 

having only borders over 3 in. but not 

over 2 in. wis - “aa “as wa 4 a 
6. Domestics, T-cloths, shirtings, longcloth, sheetings 

having borders not over § in. 1 49 
7. Drills and jeans, plain 1 2.0 
8. Fents ... nies ia es iad oa a a2 Os 
9. Patals and saris with headings over 4 in. wide 

and only coloured borders not over ? in. 17 9 
10. Printers, sadlapat and bhagavad ... 1 6 9 
11. Shirtings twilled. unbleached ses — 2-2 
12. Tent, sail, commissariat and double threaded 

cloth (dosuti) aaa shia ‘a m £°2@ 
13. Zanzibar cloth - ; 1 5 0 


Provided that for calendered grey goods 
5 pies shall be added to the above values. 
Figured or coloured goods, 

14. Bedcovers, twilled sheets, quilts, and table cloths 
with borders not over 4 in. ... os - 3b & G 

15. Bedcovers, quilts, table cloths, twilled or plain 

wove sheets, and chadars, coloured warp or 
weft si in si ie me ws 2 OO SB 

Jedcovers, quilts, table cloths, twilled or plain 

wove sheets, and chadars, coloured warp and 


sy 
>) 


weft ‘a mr ie 1 8 6 
17. Bed ticking, plain or drilled i 4 6 
18. Check gumchas and check cholas ... 1 5 9 
19. Cholis and saris (coloured) .. a alia w aan ses 
20. Cotton tweed, commonly called hunting cloth, 

plain or striped, including leheria, Thana 

susi, Thana drill, Thana twill, and Thana 

check = 1 6 0 
21. Drills, striped 1 2 0 
—_— ws checked 1 5 0 
2D. 95 dyed ... ssi " sh ” im. -- so 
2+. English patterned checks, trouserings and 

coatings... tas -" sa say ae foe 
25. Fancy dobby pattern checks, coloured warp and 

weft id is ses ~ o Beece 
25. Fents ses ‘i a ales vi we a Be 
27. Flannel pattern susi and dobby susi, grey weft 1 6 O 
28. Flannel pattern susi and dobby susi, coloured 

weft ” 1 8 6 
29. Lungis. coloured is as aah . S84 
A. Lungis, grey with coloured stripes and borders 1 9 3 
51. Napkins, grey ae “ 1 6 0 
32. ai bleached ... i 1 9 9 
53. Shirtings twilled, bleached 1 7 6 
34. Susi check, English, grey ground ... “8 110 O 
55. ,, checks, ordinary, grey ground ve i a aoe 
. — a ™ coloured warp or weft... 1 8 9 
57. ,,  checksheets, ordinary, grey ground 1 5 90 
58. ,, ordinary, coloured stripes, grey ground... 1 3 3 
39. ,, - coloured weft 1 8 3 
40 Tent cloth, blue and red ... i 8 9 
o « » khaki sas 112 0 
42. Towels, Turkish, grey 110 3 
43. - - bleached ii nr 1135 9 
44 i honeycomb and othe: sorts, grey 1 7 O 
45. w ” bleached 110 3 
45. Zephyr cloth ... wie ~ va my “i ea a 
4 5, striped and checked.. 113 3 


Provided that any goods specified in the foregoing lists shall, 
when woven with borders of silk, be assessed to duty ad valorem. 
(Note.—12 pies = 1 anna (1d.); 16 annas = 1 rupee (1s. 44.). 


- 
— 
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Minerals and (Mletals. 


AUSTRALIA, 


DISCOVERY OF PLATINUM IN NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

An inspection of the recently reported find of platinum 
at Fifield, N.S.W., has been made by Mr. Morrison, of the 
Geological Survey Department, who reports that the plati- 
num occurs as alluvial in a lead or placer deposit. The lead is 
situated about 1} miles E.S8.E. from Fifield, and about 21 
miles trom the ‘lrundle railway station. It is about a mile 
distant from the old Platina deep iead. The workings so 
far preve the lead to extend for a distance of about half a 
mile in a north-easterly direction from the prospector’s 
claim. The depth to the wash varies from a few feet in 
No. L claim to about SO feet in the northernmost claim. 

The platiniferous wash consists mainly of sandy clay in 
which are embedded small rounded and angular pieces cf 
quartz, and occasional pebbles and boulders of white quartz, 
most of which are only partially waterworn. The average 
thickness of pay dirt is trom 2 teet 6 inches to 3 feet. The 
width has not yet been definitely ascertained. In ‘some 
claims a face 20 feet wide is exposed, which was showing on 
both sides. 

Over 400 loads of wash dirt from 10 claims have been 
treated in a puddling machine for an average yield of 4 dwts. 
platinum and } dwt. gold to the load. As much as 8} ozs. 
platinum have been obtained from 16 loads from the 
prospector’s claim. The results obtained in the deep ground 
at the northern end are not satisfactory, but sutficient 
prospecting has not yet been done to prove that the main 
gutter has been located. Most of the platinum won to date 
has been disposed of locally at £8 per oz. 

There are four puddling machines in the district. 











GYPSUM DEPOSITS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

South Australia possesses accessible gypsum deposits of 
very considerable magnitude. These were considered to be 
of such importance to the State as to warrant a thorough 
official research into the chemistry of the manufacture of 
the different commercial products ohtained from gypsum. 
The results of this research are now presented in a short 
Report issued by the Departinent of Chemistry. 

The principal commercial deposits of gypsum at present 
being worked, the Report states, are those on the Southern 
end of Yorke Peninsula, at Marion Bay and Lake Fowler. It 
is from these deposits that most of the gypsum quarried in 
South Australia has been obtained. The most im- 
portant deposit is undoubtedly that in the Marion Bay 
district, because, being practically free from iron, the gypsum 
on calcination yields a fine white plaster of Paris. 

Other deposits in the vicinity of the closer settlement 
areas on the River Murray have been. and are being, worked, 
the gypsum being utilised as a fertiliser. 

Statistics show that almost all the gypsum used in the 
Commonwealth has been obtained from South Australia. For 
some years past gypsum has been exported from South 
Australia to the other States and also to New Zealand for 
use in the manufacture of cement and as a fertiliser. 


MANUFACTURE OF PLASTER OF PARIS. 


Until recently plaster of Paris has been almost exclusively 
obtained by importation from Germany and the United 
States of America. Of late years, however, a considerable 
amount has been produced from South Australian gypsum, 
and the industry, while still capable of great expansion, 
can be said to be firmly established. 

The chief object of this investigation was to test the 
qualities of gypsum from the best-known deposits of the 
State as a plaster of Paris material, which is its principal 
use; and also to ascertain if research would reveal any- 
thing which would prove of interest and assistance to the 
local plaster manufacturers. 

A large amount of experimental work in manufacturing 
plaster under different conditions was therefore undertaken. 
The products were then examined, to see what effect the 
altered conditions had on both the chemical and physical 
properties of the resulting plaster. 

Many trade brands of plaster of Paris, Australian-made 
and imported. were examined, both chemically and physic- 
allv, and the results are recorded in the Report. 

Two companies are now manufacturing a high-class plaster 
of Paris in South Australia, and are supplying practically 
the whole of the plaster requirements of Australia. Both 
companies are manufacturing from gypsum from the Marion 
Bay district. 

Statistics show that in the past Australia has been a 
large importer of plaster of Paris, but, the Report states, 


‘ 
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the importation of this commodity is a thing of the past, 
for the Commonwealth will be able to supply its own 
requirements. 

Methods of manufacture of plaster of Paris are described 
in the Report. Attention is directed to the possibility of 
manufacturing wall plasters which could compete against 
the mortar and lime putty wall plasters at preserit in use. 


UTILISATION OF SULPHUR. 


The proposed methods for the utilisation of the sulphur 
contained in gypsum as a source of industrial sulphur for 
the manufacture of sulphuric acid are also reviewed. No 
commercially successful method has been perfected so far. 
but this is a matter of peculiar interest to South Australia. 
owing to the absence of local supplies of industrial sulphur. 





CANADA. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION IN ONTARIO IN 1917 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 


The wineral production in Ontario during 1917, according 
to returns of the provincial Bureau of Mines, was valued 
at 71,060,942 dols., as compared with 65,303,822 dols. in the 
previous year. The largest contributions to this total were: 
gold, 8,698,000 dols.; silver, 16,193,000 dols.; copper in 
matte, 7,842,000 dols.; and nickel in matte, 20,943,000 dols. 

The refinery of the International Nickel Company of 
Canada, which is being built at Port Colborne, Ontario, is 
nearing completion and will probably be operating within 
the next few months. It wiil have a capacity of about 
10,000 tons of nickel per annum, and a relative quantity of 
copper. Preliminary estimates placed the probable cost of 
this unit of the company’s plant at approximately 5,000,000 
dols., but this amount will probably be exceedéd to some 
extent owing to the higher prices paid for labour and 
material, The entire cost will be met from the Company’s 
treasury. The Canadian Copper Company, the operating 
subsidiary of the International Nickel Company in Ontario, 
which owns and operates the mines of the Company, has 
been mining about 1,000,000 tons of ore per annum to 
supply the Perth Amboy refinery in New Jersey with raw 
material. To maintain this plant in full running order 
and to mect the excess demands of the new refinery, it will 
be necessary to increase mining activities. 








NIGERIA. 


REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE WORKING 
OF GOVERNMENT COAL MINES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) is in receipt of a copy of Regulations (No. 10 
of 1918) made under the Mineral Ordinance, 1916, of 
Nigeria. These Regulations. which apply solely to coal 
mines worked by the Government in Nigeria, deal with t)» 
working of mines, including the use of explosives and 
machinery. 

The Regulations may be consulted by British firms in- 
terested at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 








SPANISH ZONE IN MOROCCO. 


CONDITIONAL MINING PERMITS. 
(From H.M. Agent and Consul-Gencral.) 
TANGIER. 

A Dahir has been issued by the Khalifa of the Spanish 
Zone in Morocco, under date 6th March, relative to the 
granting of conditional permits for prospecting and for 
the exploitation of mines in the Spanish Zone which are 
not the subject of dispute before the Arbitration Committee. 

The Dahir authorises the granting, without prejudice to 
those having better right, of permits for mineral prospect- 
ing and exploitation referred to in the dispositions relative 
thereto of the mining regulations of 20th January, 1914. 
the site of which is not, in the opinion of the Service of 
Mines, the subject of dispute before the Arbitration Com- 
mittee. The concessions referred to, however, are to be 
given only with a conditional character and without right 
to indemnity of any sort under any circumstances. Nor, 
in any case, can exploitation permits be given before the 
deposit of security in cash or paper in the Branch of the 
State Bank of Morocco in Tetuan. The Ministry of State 
will decide the amount of the deposit in each case. 


- — 
 — 
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Textiles. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


COTTON PRODUCTION, CONSUMPTION 
EXPORTATION. 


A final general Memorandum on the Indian cotton crop 
of 1917-18 has recently been published by the Director of 
Statistics tor the Government of India. ‘the Memorandum 
is based on reports furnished by provinces which comprise 
the entire cotton area of India. It deals with the final 
reports on both the early and the late crops of the season. 

‘he total area reported under cotton is 24,731,G0U acres, 
which is 3,036,U00 acres, or nearly 14 per cent., more than 
the revised hgure of last year. ‘Lhe total estimated yield 
is 4,056,000 baies of 400 Ib. each, which is 10 per cent. below 
the revised figure of last year, when the yield was 4,502,UU0 
bales. ‘The yield per acre in 19]7-18 is given as 65 lb., as 
compared with 83 ib. in 1916-17. 

A statemeat of the present estimates of area and yield 
according to the recognised trade descriptions of cotton, 
shows that of the total yield, Oomras represent 34 per cent. ; 
Bengai-Sind and Dholleras, 16 per cent. each; Broach and 
Coompta-Dharwars, 8 per cent. each; Salems (including 
Cambodias), 6 per cent. ; and Westerns and Northerns, 5 per 
cent. 








AND 


PrRopvUctTIOoON AND C'ONSUMPTION OF CoTTON. 


The statement given below compares the estimates of the 
total output of cotton in India for the last three years, with 
the sum of net exports and internal consumption, the latter 
being computed on a basis arrived at in agreement with the 
Bombay Cotton Trade Association. ‘The figures are in 
thousands of bales of 400 lb. each, and the estimates of the 
“carry over’? irom one year to another are not taken into 
account. 

Year ending 3lst August. 
1915. 1916. 1917. 








1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales. bates. __ bales. 
PO MI aintisincscscsccsvasssas 2,118 2,486 2,083 
Mili consumption .. ............. 1,771 1,873 1,795 
Consumption outside mills 1,000 750 750 
(conjectural) 

errr 4,889 5,109 4,628 
Estimated yield ..... ............ 5,209 3,738 4,502 
Excess (+)or deficit (—) .. +3820 —1,371 —126 


(carry-over being omitted) 
Uxcess(-+)or deficit(—, per cent. + 6°5 
EXPORTS. 
The exports of raw cotton by sea to foreign countries in 
the last five cotton years (September to August) have been 
as follows (in thousand bales of 400 Ib. each) :— 


—26'8 —2°4 








To 1912-13 1913-14 1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 

iC 1000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

bales. bales. bales. bales. bales. 

United Kingdom ... 83 162.207 232 203 
GOPMOMG  .........5... . 298 647 — — — 
SEED -sacalndnaiakanes 231 427 1 ~~ — 
- Siise, eatartalaitionn 85 218 68 56 60 
ED. © -tridunaseonsunteees 33 —ttisé7 52 64 43 
ee 170 322 314 322 237 
Austria Hungary .. 120 297 - — —- 
SL —ssecdhipnidinleteninsaiin 50 53 90 125 53 
ener 1,169 1,392 1,351 1,674 1,457 
Other countries ...... 25 53 56 15 39 
eee 2,270 3,642 2,189 2,488 2,092 





The exports for five months of the season 1917-18, that 1s, 
from September, 1917, to January, 1918, were 813,000 bales, 
as compared with 887,000 bales in the corresponding period 
of the previous cotton year. 














CANADA. 


PRODUCTION OF FLAX FOR FIBRE IN 
ONTARIO, 1917. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 





‘TORONTO. 


Flax grown in western Ontario in 1917 was considered a 
record crop, states the Division of Economic Fibre Produc- 
tion, Ottawa, and 8,000 acres were sown. The fibre 
yield at 9 bushels per acre was valued at 5:50 dols. per 
bushel. Up to llth February, 1918, 4,000 bushels of this 
year’s seed have been shipped to Ireland. There has boen 
« large increase in flax grown for fibre in Ontario during 
the three years 1915, 1916 and 1917, as is shown below :— 
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TEXTILES —continued. 
1915. 1916. 1917. 
Area (acre) a ied 4,000 5,200 8,000 
Yield of fibre per acre (Ib.) 200 57 350 
Total yield of fibre (tons) ... 800 300 1,400 
Total yield of tow (tons) ... 80 175 —— 
Yield of seed per acre 12 48 9 
(bush.) 
Total yield of seed (bush.) 48,000 25,000 72,000 
Value of fibre per ton 400 600 1,100 
(dols.) 
Total value of fibre (dols.)... 320,000 180,000 1,540,000 
Total value of tow (dols.) ... 2,800 5,000 
Value of seed per bush. 1-60 3 5°50 
(dols.) 
Total value of seed (dols.) 76.800 79,000 396,000 


In 1916 there were in addition about 800 tons of flax 
Straw valued at 15 dols. per ton, or 12,000 dols. The par- 
ticulars relating to the crop of 1917 are at present incom- 
plete. ‘The price of fibre during the past three years has 
more than doubled. The area sown for 1917 was 8,000 acres, 
as compared with 4,000 acres in 1915. ‘The total of the 
products for 1917 (fibre and seed only) is 1,936,000 dols. 
as compared with 260,000 dols. in 1916 and 399,600 in 1915 
for all products. 


INTRODUCTION OF METRIC SYSTEM FOR 
TRADE IN YARNS. 

Regulations laid down by the Bundesrat under date 10th 
April, and coming into force on Ist October, prescribe that 
cotton, woollen, and half-woollen yarns of all kinds made up 
for sale in small quantities may be sold or offered for sale 
cnly in certain specified units of weight, or in the case of 
cotton yarn in certain specified units of length. The units 
of weight are 1 g, 5 g, 10 g, 50 g, and multiples of 50 g.; 
the units of length for sewing cotton 50 m., 100 m., 200 m., 
500 m., 1,000 m., and muitiples of 1,000 m.; the units of 
lengtk for other cotton yarns 5 m., 10 m., and multiples of 
10 m up to 100 m. The weight for this purpose is to be 
the dry weight of the yarn without wrapping, etc., plus an 
addition for normal moisture of 84 per cent. for cotton yarn, 
10 per cent. for half-woollen yarn, 18} per cent. for worsted, 
and 17 per cent. for carded yarn. The actual weight may 
fall short of the nominal weight by not more than 3 per 
cent. in quantities exceeding 50 g., 5 per cent. in quanti- 
ties from 10 g. to 50 g.; and 10 per cent. in quantities 
from 1 g. to 5 g.; the actual length may fall short of the 
nominal length by not more than 3 per cent. in lengths 
exceeding 100 m., 5 per cent. in lengths from 10 m. to 
100 m., and 10 per cent. in lengths of 5 m. ‘The weight 
in grammes or the length in metres must be specified clearly 
on the goods themselves or on their make-up, packing, or 
wrapping. Packages of sewing cotton destined for sale 
in small quantities, when sold or offered for sale in the way 
of business, must contain spools, rolls, cards, etc., in 
multiples of 10 (starting at 10) up to 100 or in multiples 
of 100. The number and kind of make-up (spools, rolls, 
etc.) must be shown clearly on the outside of the package. 

The regulations do not apply to yarns for the completion 
of half-finished goods which are offered for sale with these 
goods, or to yarns which are measured out or weighed out 
to the purchaser. 








RUSSIA. 


DECLINE IN RAW COTTON PRODUCTION. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 





Moscow. 

In the Ferghana district the area under cotton in 1917 was 
200,00U dessiatines, as compared with 450,000 dessiatines in 
1916. A similar diminution has taken place in all other 
cotton-growing districts, though Tashkent, Bokhara and the 
Caucasus have been less seriously affected. 

The cotton harvest of Turkestan may be estimated at 
from 7 to 7} million pouds, and the Caucasus may produce 
750,U0C pouds. Thus, the total yield of the approaching 
harvest in Russia may be estimated at approximately 8 
million pouds. 

The cotton left over from last season in Turkestan and 
the Caucasus amounts, roughly, to 3,000,000 pouds. 

Since the beginning of November (o0.s.) local transactions 
have been almost at a standstill, but prices for seed cotton 
kept at about 35 roubles per poud, in consequence of the 
rise in the price of seed. In Bokhara, which was not subject 
to the regulations with regard to seed prices, they reached 
13 roubles per poud, i.e., 8 roubles above the fixed maximu® ; 
the price of 13 roubles refers to local seed cotton, as Russian 
seed is used there, not the American variety. 


1,000 pouds=16 tons (about). 


—_ 
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Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and ad weeks ended 25th April, A916 : —- 





| Week 117 ‘Weeks || Week ‘aq Wenke 
ended . ended ended ended _ 
— 25th April, (25th April, 25thApril, 25th April, 
1918. | 1918. | 1918. | 1918. 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
America .. “- ..' 11681 | 782,617 | ao 175 
Brazilian 0 —~—s« 6,534 | — ! — 
East Indian ‘e ai 2,038 161,967, = --~ 
Egyptian ..| 17,567 | 232,964 = -—— 
Miscellaneous = 15 33,617* | — —- 
Toial ..  ..| 31,301 1,157,699 || = — 175 


* Including 458 bales British West Indian, 278 bales British West African, 
2,335 bales British East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 27th April, 1918, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previows years, pursuant to the 
Com Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 








Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 
s. d. s. d. | s. d. 
Week ended 27th April, 1918 .. 73 8 56 10 46 8 
Corresponding week in— 
i9il .. _ +. -- dl 4 25 7 18 6 
i912... és - --| 38 1 30 2 23 1 
i913. - - --| 32 2 25 il 19 6 
1914... - - --| Sl 9 26 0 18 5 
1915... _ _ -- OS 3 32 7 31 5 
1916... e ° ..| 56 3 a3 =O o2 4 
1917... 2° _ | SE I 69 5 | 6&8 6 


i 








*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
eonversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
dushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





BOOKS RECEIVED. 
METRIC WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, by A. J. 


Lawson. Eyre and NSpottiswoode, 5s. 





This volume is issued by the British-Italian Commercial 
Association, 5, Victoria Street, London, $8.W. 1, and con- 
tains the equivalents in British weights and measures of 

weights and measures on the metric system, with special 
reference to British-Italian requirements. The publication 
is bilingual, and its object is to contribute to the removal 
of certain obstacles which impede trade between the United 
Kingdom and Italy. It contains tables of value to the 
engineering, textile, chemical trades, etc., some of which 
have never before been obtainable in print, and conversion 
tables of English into Italian money. 





FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The following is a list of the more important Articles on 
Trade subjects contained in the Foreign and Colonial Pub- 
lications recently received and filed for refcrence at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), and which are available for inspection at the Offices 
of the Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C.2 :— 


Commercial, Financial, and Economic. 

Canada: Banking Amalgamations in Canada. 
‘“Tournal of Commerce’? (New York), 25th March. 

Canada : Results of Canadian-American Fisheries Conference. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 18th March. 

North-Eastern Bolivia and Western Brazil: Commercial Development. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 2th March. 

Peruvian Financial Legislation. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 2nd March. 
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South Africa: Restrictions on Exports to Japan. 
“Cape Times,” lst February. (D.0.T. 19,333.) 

United States: Trade with Cuba. 
“Journal of Commerce’ (New York), 6th March. 

United States: New Statement of Banking Conditions (31st December) 
‘Journal of Commerce’? (New York), 18th March. 


Metals, Mining, and Machinery. 
Present Position and Future of the Iron and Steel ore in Canada. 
“Iron and Steel’ (Montreal), February. (D.O.T. 14,782.) 
American Equipment at Chilean Iron Mine. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 7th March. 
Madagascar Graphite for the United States. 
“Commerce Keports’’ (Washington), ist March. 
New Orders Regulating Fuel Oil Distribution in the United States. 
“Journal ot Commerce,’’ (New York). Zoth March. 


Textiles and Textile Materials. 
Cotton Growing on a Commercial Scale in Argentina. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), llth March. 
Imperial Wool Scheme in South Africa. 
“Cape Times,” 5th February. (V.O.T. 13,353.) 
Suceessitul Cultivation of American Cotton in British India. 
“Journal of Commerce’ (New York), 26th March. 


Shipping and Transport. 
Kailway Reorganisation in South Manchuria. 
“Commerce Keports” (Washington), Ist March. 
New Rules for Marking Merchandise Shipments in the United States. 
“Journal of Commerce’’ (New York), 16th March 
Projected Port Construction at New Orleans. 
“Journal of Commerce’? (New York), 25th March. 


Miscellaneous, 
Foothall Shoes Market in Chile. 
“Commerce Reports’ (Washington), 15th March. 
Meat Industry in Khodesia. 
“Bulawayo Chronicle,’ llth February. (D.O.T. 19,349.) 
Paper Manufacture from Bamboo in Trinidad. 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 9th March. 
Standard Specifications for Canned-lood boxes in the United States. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 13th March. 
(1) Markets for Straw Hats and Braids in South America. 
(2) Anti-freezing Solutions for Motor Car Radiators. 
“Commerce Reports (Washington), 20th March 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
Australia.— 


NEW SOUTH WALEs.—Statistical Register for 1915-16 and 1916-17, Part II, 
Education, Science and Art. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—Statistical Register for 1915 and Previous Years, 
Part X, Education,. Science and Art. 
Statistical View of Eighty-Kight Years’ Progress in Western Australia, 
1829 to 1916-17. 


British india.— 

Department of Statistics: Statistics of British India (with Statistics, 
where available, polatings to certain Native States), Vol. 1, Commercial 
Statistics. 

GOVEKNMENT OF BENGAL.— Bengal Frontier Trade, 1916-17. 


South Africa.— 

South African Railways and Harbours: Statements of the Estimated 
Revenue and Expenditure for 1918-19, also Statements of the orizinal 
and revised Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 1917-18; and , 
Estimates of the Additional Expenditure to be defrayed from Revenue 
Funds during 1917-1s. 

Seventh Report of the Public DebtCommissioners, with Appendices, and 
the Report of the Controller and Auditor- General on the Commissioners’ 
Accounts for 1916-17. 

{Interim Reports of the Cost of Living Commission in regard to (1) Wheat 
(dated 14th December, 1917); (2) Wheat (Minority Report, dated 14th 
December, 1917); (3) Standard Flour and Bread (dated 15th January, 
1918); (4) Cost of 1917-l8s Wheat Crop (Majority Report, dated 2nd 
February, 1918); (5) Cost of 1917-18 Wheat Crop (Minority Report, dated 
4uh February, 191s); (6) Wheat, Flour and Bread (dated 12th February, 
1918); and (7) Summary of the Commission’s Work up to 19th January, 
1918. 


Interim Reports of the Cost of Living Commission on (1) Rise in Prices 
of Indian Foodstuffs; (2) Government Assistance to Co-operative 
Societies; (3) Control of ‘Imports: (4) Supervision of Distribution; and 
(5) Proposed Increase in the Manufacturers’ Selling Price of Candles. 

Bill to make Provision as to the sale of Flour with a view to the better 
Conservation of Stocks of Wheat in the Union. 

Supplementary Agreement entered into between the Government and the 
Government Gold Mining Areas (Modderfontein (Consolidated) Limited)) 
on 6th day of November, 1916, amending the sliding scale of profits 
payable to the Government under the original Agreement entered 
into between the Government and Gustav Imroth under the Precious 
and Base Metals Act, 1908, of the Transvaal (Act No. 35 of 1908), in 
respect of the Mining of Precious Metals on certain portions of the 
Farm ‘‘Modderfontein,’’ No. 167, Mining District of Boksburg, Transvaal 
Province, together with a Memorandum containing the— ‘Company’s 
Proposals, a copy of a letter from the Chairman of the Company to 
the Government Mining Engineer, dated the 6th June, 1917, and a 

teport by the Governme ont Mining Engineer on the subject. 

Department of the Interior: Annual Report, for 1916, of the Department 
of the Interior, including Public Health, Births and Deaths, Marriages, 
Mental Hospitals, Leper Asylums, Immigration, Asiatic and Chinese 
Registration, Indian Immigrant Naturalisation, Passports, Registration 
of Voters, Parliamentary Elections, Archives, Census and Statistical 
Department, Stationery and Printing, Public Service Commission, 
Astronomy, and Registration of Newspapers. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the new issue of the “‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ is 6d. (Gid. post free). Annual subscription (post 
free) 27s. 6d. in the United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 
3ls. 6d. per annum, post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.U. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed to 
“The Editor.’’ 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Kingsway, London, 


cations concerning 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

To be purchased through any Bookseller or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office at the addresses given on the cover of 
the ‘*‘ Board of Trade Journal.’’ 
1.—ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS :—~ 

Annual Statement coi the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 

1916. Vol. i. (Ud. 8632/17.) Price 6s. (post free ts. 6d.); Vol. II. 
1916. (Ud. 8714 17.) Price 4s. 6d. (post free 5s. 2d.) 
Annual Statement ofthe Navigation and Shipping 
Kingdom tor the year 1918.  [Cd. 7616/14.) Price 3s. 
338. 6d.). 
Assurance Companies’ Return, 1915. H.C. 397 
(post free 6s. 7d.) | ve 
Australia.—Report by H.M. Yrade Commissioner on the Position of 
the Import Trade of the Commonwealth in July, 1917. [Cd. 8841.] 
Price 23d. 


Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 
[H.C. 106, 16.] 
year 1916. 


of the United 
(post free 


Part A. Price 6s. 


Bankruptcy.—Report for the year 1915. 
(post free 3id.). 

Canada.—Report by H.M. 
[Cd. 8679/17.) Price 3d. 

“— Shipments, 1914 and 1915. 
3 


‘Trade Commissioner tor the 
(post free 4d.). 
[Ud. 8258/16.) Price 2d. 





(post free 


Tables relating to Coal and Petroleum Pro- 
{[H.C. 285/13.] Price 53d. (post 


3d.). 

*Coal Tables.—Statistical 
duction in the World, 1886-1912. 
free 7d.). 


*Colonial Import Duties Return, 1915. [Cd. 8094/14.) Price 4s. 2d. 
(post free 4s. 9d.). 
Comipanies.—Twenty-sixth General Annual Report, 1916. {H.C 


120 /17.j 
*Consular Reports Index, 1914. 


Price 4d. (post free 5d.). 


[Cd. 8003/15.) Price 


Proceedings under. [H.C. 206/14.) 


Tables 


d.). 
*Electric Lighting Acts, 1Ss2-1900, 

Price 8d. (post free 4d.) 
*Emigration and ‘mmigration.—Statistieal 

(H.C. 295/14.) Price 6d. (post free 8d.). 


| 
53d. (post free | 
| 
and Report, 191%. 


a, ‘anne Duties, 1913. [Cd. 7180/14.} Price is (post free | 

58. 7d. 

Gas Undertakings: Report and Statistics—Local Authorities, 1913-14. | 
| 


Price 63d. (post free 8d.); other than Local Authori- 


(H.C. 312/ 15.] 


ties. (H.C. 311/15.) Price 10d. (post free 1s. O03d.), 
*Imports and Exports, 1900-13, at prices of 1900 [Cd. 7432/14.] 

Price 4d. (post free 5d.). 
*Iroa and Steel, 1912, Memorandum and Statistical Tables.  [H.C. 


284/13.) Price 7d. (post free 9d.). 
Mercantile Navy List amd Maritime Directory for 1916. 
*Merchant Shipping, JéSi-1911.--Tables showing the 
Merchant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the principal 
time Countries. [Cd. 7033/13.) Price 93d (post free Is.). 
New Zealand.—Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner for the year 1916. 
[Cd. 8686/17.] Price 6d. (post free 8d.), 
*Passenger Moveiaent from and to the United 
1915. Cd. [7808/XI.] Price id. (post free 1d.) 
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. Report for the year 1916. 


Proyress of 
Mari- 


December, 


[H.C 


Kingdom, 


79/17.) Price 2d. (post free 244.). 
*Railway Returns of the United Kingdom for the year 1914. [Cd 


6059/15.) Price éd. (post free 1d.). 

*Railway Returns—Capital, Traffic, Receipts, Expenditure, etc.—of the 
United Kingdom for 1913. [Cd. 8988/15.) Price 1s. 8d. (post 
free 2s.). 

Shipping Cusualties and Loss of Life. ([Cd. 7867.) Price 5s. 6d. (post 


free 3s. 11d.). 

South Africa.—Report on the 
1916 by H.M. Trade Commissioner. 

Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom. 
Price 1s. 9d. (post free 2s. 2d.). 

*Statistical Abstract for the British Empire. 
Price 1s. 3d. (post free 1s. 7d.). 

Statistical Abstract for the British Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 
Possessions and Protectorates. 1900-1914. (Cd. 8329/16.]} Price 
Is. lld. ¢post free 2s. 4d.). 


Trade of South Africa for 1915 and 
(Cd. 8614.) Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 
1901-1915. [Cd. 8448.] 


1999-1913. [Cd. 7827/15.] 


*Statistical Abstract for Foreign Countries. 1003-1912. [Cd. 75%5/14.; 
Price 2s. 2d. (post free 2s. 8d.) ; 

*Statistical Tables relating to British Self-Governing Deminions, 
Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates. Part XXXVIII. 1912 

[Cd. 7667/14.) Price 6s. 11d. (post free 7s. 6d.). 

*Tramways and Light Railways, Street and Road, 1912-13. [H.C 


292/13.) Price 6d. (post free 8d.). 
*Weichts and Measures, teport for 1914. 
(post free 5d.). 


[H.C. 148/15.) Price 3}d 


TJ —MONTHALY PUBLICATIONS :— 


Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British Posses- 


sions. 17—1 *rice 4d. (post free id.). 


Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom. March, 1918. 189-11. 
Price 9d. (post free 1d). 
T1].—WePKLY PUBLICATION :— | 
Board of Trade Journa! and Commercial Gazette. Price 6d. (post 


free 6?d.). 
TV —OCCASIONAL =PUBLICATIONS :— - ” 
Agricultural and Trade Development (United Kingdom, Germany and 
OTR 


United States). [H.C. 14.] Price ld. (post free 1)d.). 
Alcoholic Beverages (1895-1909), fH.c. = =319/11.] Price 8d (post 
free 10d.). _ 
Foreign Trade and Industry. Statistical Tables and 


British and 
1854/1908. [Cd. 4954/09.) Price 5s. 3d. (post free 5s. 6d.). 
British Trade after the War. [Cd 8181/15.] Price 23d. (post free 3d.) 
(Cd. 8275/16.] Price 4d. (post free 5d). 
British Trede in British West Africa, Straits 
Guinna, and Bermuda. [Cd. 6771/13.] Price 6d. 
Census of Production (1907).—Final Report, with Tables 
Price 7s. 6d. (post free 8s. 1d.). 
Oommercial Intelligence Committce.- 


Settlements, British 
(post free 73d.). 
‘Cd. 6320/12.) 


teport for period October, 1913, 
to October, 1917. [Cd. 8815 /17.] Price 2d. (post free 2!d.) 
Qommercial Travellers: Memorandum as to Regulations in 
Abroad (Cd. 7031/14.) Price 9d. (post free 11d.). 
Financia! Facilities for Trade. [Cd. 8346/16.) Price 1d. 


force 


(post free 


14d.). | 
Food Supplies (Imported), 1904-12. [H.L 83/13.] Price 2d. (post free 

21d.) | 
(H.C, 296 09.) Price 23d 


Foreicn Countries; Preference to Colonies 
(post free 83d.). 
Foreign Trad f the 
fH.C 975/14) ~~ Price ? 
Germany. Goods Iinported. 
Germany Tariffs, Treaties, and 


United Kingdom with Certain Countries. 
1d, (nost free 1d.). 
(H.C. 143/11.] Priee 1d. (post free 11d.) 


Trade. [fH.C. 144/11.] Price ld 


(post free 1'd.) 

*Mereantile Marine (Seamen Employed): Return of the Number, 
Aves. Ratings, and Natienalities of Seamen employed «<n 3rd April, 
1911. on Vessels registered in the British Islands [Cd. 6942.] Price 


5d. (post free 6d.). 
“Ontions and Futures,” 
758: 2980: 3963] Price 2!d. (post free 3'd.) ; 
Merchant Shinning. List of Principal Acts. Reeulstions, etc., relating 
thereto in foree Novemher. 12164 Price 3d. (post free 334.). 
Railwav Accidents during Six Months ended 3th June, 1917. 
Sd. (nost free 4d). _ 
Shipping Subsidies: Report on Ponnties and Subsidies in respect of 
Bhinhrilding, Shipping and Navigation in Foreign Countries 


[Cd. 6899/13.) Price 5d. (post free 6d.). 


Legislation respecting Gambling in. [Cd. 


Price 





*Pyblication suspended during the period of the War. 
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iiiestinetiieeesenesenesee 
— 


state Railways (British Possessions and Foreign Countri 
. sie b j ats . S). - 
2//13.) Price 73d. (post free 9d.). . ae = 
Sugar.—keturn showing production, 


inperts and exports, consump- 


tion, etc., of various countries. CC. 28 ri 
ton tas ies (H.C. 281/11.) Price $d. (post 
Tarifis (New).—Brazil (Proposed). [Cd. 7094/13.) Price 1s. 3d. (pom 


free 1s. 7d.); Bulgaria. [Cd. 2862/06.) Price 6d. st free 7 ; 
Chile, — (Cd. $364/16.] Price 1s. (post free ls. AY Colombia’ 
NM d. (203 / if | Price €d. (post free 7id.); Denmark. [Cd. 4267 /08.] 
Price 6d. (post free 74d.); Netherlands (Proposed). iCd. 6435/12. 
Price 4,4. (post free 6d.); Philippine Islands. iCd, 4903/09) 
Price 63d. (post free 8d.); Roumania. [Cd. 2828/06.) Price 7d. (post 
iree 9d.); Russia (Temporary). [Cd. 7854.] Price 7d. (post free 9d.); 
Servia [Cd. 3749; U8.] Price 8d. (post free 10d.); Spain. |Cd. 6040/11.) 
Price 43d. (post free 6d.); Sweden. ([Cd. 464/11] Price 93d. (poet 
free 1lid.); Switzerland. [Cd. 2768/06.] Price 7d. (post free 8id.); 

_ United States. (Cd. 7128/13.) Price 1s. 1d. (post free is. 5d.). 

Tea and Coftee (1909-10). [H.C. 275/11.) Price 24d. (post free 8d.). 

“United Kingdom (Trade, Commerce, and Condition of People) 
LH.C. 320/15.) Price id. (post free 1d.). 

Wheat Prices, International: Return showing averuge prices for 1640- 
1912. [H.C. 45/13.] Price 4d. (post free id.). 

PATENT OFFICE (O4KD OF TRADE) PUBLICATIONS *— 

1. illustrated Official Journal (Patents). Published every W ednesday, 
13., by post ls 2d Annual subscription, including postage, £3; 
quarterly subscription, 15s. : 

CONTBNIS.—Official Notices—Applications for Patents—Accept. 
ances Of Specifications—Amendments of Specitications—-Patents 
Sealed—Renewal Fees Paid—Patents Void—-Applications Aban- 
doned, &¢c.—Designs Registered—lIllustrated Abridgments of 
Current Specifications—and Reporte of Patent &c. Cases. 

[{. Trade Marks Journal. Published every Wednesday, 6d., by post 
$d. Annual subscriptions, including postage, £1 158.; quarterly 
subscription, 8s. 9d. 

CONTENtS.—lilustration of Trade Marks applied for, and the 
Names and Callings of Applicants. 

Annual subscriptions must date from Ist January. other sub- 
seriptions must be for pericds of not less than three months, and 
date from 1st of January, April, July or October 

1876-1887. Nos. 1-509. [ss each number. 

188s. Nos, €10-561. 1s. 6d. each number. 

1889-1915. Nos. 562 et seq. 6d. each number, by pest &d. 

RBPORLS of Patent, Desizn, and Trade Mark Cases. 

Vols. 1-3. 8d. each number, or 10s. each volume 

Vols. 45. Is. each number, or 20s. each vwolume. 

Vols. 6-32. 6d. each number. 

reported in Vols. 1-5. 1s. each. 

Vie si Vols. 6-31. 6d. each. 

CVousolidated Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-27. Price 108s.; by 
inijand post 10s. 7d. 


1ss-4 -18S6, 
LSs7-1Sas8. 
1889-1915. 
Divest of Causes 





GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
The following official publicaticns have recently been 


issued :-—— 
Committee on Commercial and Industrfal Policy. Final 
Committee on Commercial and Industrial Policy aiter the War. 
Price 9d. (post free Ils.). 
Committee on Com nercial and Industrial 
the importation of Goods from the Present 
Var. (Cd. 9035.) Price ld. (vost free 1}$d.). 

Harbour, et Report of the Board of Trade on the Canvey 
becp-Water Wharf and Railway Bill. {H.LC. 17.] Price 1d. (post free 14d.). 
Committee to eugule into the Position of Medern Languages in the 
Educational System of Great Britain. Report of the Committee appointed 
by the Prime Minister to enquire into ithe Position of Modern Languages 
in the Hdueational System of Great Britain. [Cd. 9036.) Price 9d. (pest 
free Is.). 


Report of the 
[Cd. 9035.) 


Policy. Interim Report en 
Lremy Countries after the 


#>37) 
b> 1iiS. 


Index to the “istimates for Civil Services for the Year ending 31st 
March, 1919. [H.C. 6-Ind.} Price Sd. (post free 33d.). ’ 
Ministry of Munitions (Ordnance Factcries) ‘so ponoriation Account, 


1916-17. Appropriation Account of the Sums granted by Parliament for 
the Expenses of the Ordnance Factories, the Co-t of the Production of 
which has been charged to the Army, Navy, Ministry of Munitions, and 
Indian and Colonia! Governments, ete., for the Year ended 3lst March, 
i917; together with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General 
thereon. [H.C. 25.] Price 1d. (post free 1gd.). 

Bank of England. Annual Accounts of Excheauer Bills, and other 
Government Securities purchased, and Amount of Balance of Sums issued 
for the Paymen*t of Ditidends, ete. [H.C. 42.] Price id. (post free 14d.). 

Post Office Savines Banks. Accounts of all Deposits Received and Paid 
during the Year end-d 38lst Decemher, 1916, together with a Statement 
showing the ageregete amount cf the Liahilities of the Government to 
Depositors in the Post Offiee Savings Banks on 3lst December, 1916, and 
the nature and amount of the Securities held by the Commissioners for 
the Reduction of the National Debt to meet those Liabilities at that 
date. [H.C. 99.] Price 1d. (post free 1}d.). 

Manuals of Emorgency Legislation. Defence of the Realm Regulations. 
(Monthly edition). Consolidated and Revised to 3lst March, 1918, as pro- 
vided by Order in Council. This publication, of which a new edition is 
@) ith, is strietly <onfined to the 


isstied at the commencement of every ii ; 
consolidated text of the Defence of the Realm Regulations, and does not 
incInude Orders mado under the Reanlations. Price 6d. (post free 7d.). 


Nationa! Food Journal. 94th April, containing amongst other items:— 
The Milk Supply: its Conservation ord Profitable Utilisation; Self-Supplies 
Regulation of Consumption of Rationed Food; Con- 


and Direct ‘‘vpplies ; 

trol of OO. and Fats: Germany’s Food Difficulties: Hitches in the 
Machinery ef Supply: Details of the Snirits (Prices and Description) 
Order: Statutory Rules and Orders, etc. Price 2d. (post fre» 2d.). 


(1918-19), Return to an Order of the Honourable 
dated 22nd April, 1918, for Copy “of Statement 
ure as laid before the Nouse by the Chancellor 


«a 


Financial Statement 
The House of Commons 
of Revenue and Exponait 
of the Exchequer when 
free 91d.) 

Street 


opening the Budget.”? [H.C. 46.] Price 2d. (post 
Return to an Address of the 
Honourable The TPonuse of dated 21st Mareh:—for “Return 
showine the Number of Accidents resulting in Death or Personal Injury 
known by the Police to have heen caused hy Vehicles in Streets, Roads 
or Public Places anring the Year ending the Slst day of December, 1917 

ration of Parliamentary Paper No. 62 of Session 1917).’’ [H.C, 


(nost free 13d.). 
Statutory Rules and Orders. 
Price 1d. each (post free 11d.). 
Food Orders. 


dated “Sth March, 1918, made by the Food Controller, 
ii } Committees (Milk Reanisition) 


‘ecidents eaused bv Vehicles. 
Commons, 


(in contin: 


44 Destin, 1A 


amename the T9000 Control 

Order. 1917. 

» Broad (Use of Potatoes) Order, 1918 

- of the Food Controller dated the 28th March, 1918, amend- 
+*) + hy Pweitich (Ch ese Order 1917 

Vo. “87. The Srgar (Domestic Preserving) Order, 1918. 

No. 299. The Food Hoarding Order, 1917. 

N 101. Order dated the 5th April, 1918, made by the 
amending the Grain (Prices) Order, 1917. 

Wo. 498. The Powers of Food Control Committees (Interpretation) Order, 
1918 


Food Controller 


*“Pobtecation suspended during the period of the Weer, 
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